276 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

as in vain that the pulpit of‘ St. Michftel‘s
y inculcated these plausible (]c.ctrnﬁmsi
Nature laughed them to scorn. F?r my Own plf,; ::I,l :
had now become altogether t0O big for mylc;t be.
Father Lawson’s solemn words, of v:;rha,t I ough of 1,
providence of God, had not 1ai-
len dead on my soul. 1 was‘fast verging to;va,rd 1'1::31
hood, and the prophecies of my childhoo ‘ were iy
unfulfilled. The thought, that year after year e
passed away, and my best 1‘@3011}1:101:13 to run 3wa,§1 o
railed and faded—that 1 was still a slave, ar(;' a8 aile (,1
too, with chances for gaining my freedom 1r1:1};n:11:1B :
and still diminishing——-wz;s nlot a.;l;tt;r to be slep
or eagily: nor did I easily sieep + 1t.
a %ftaaligé came a new trouble. Thoughts and pur-
incendiary as |
E?)iezgii(;te the minﬁ long, wit}lc{u't dange}* of fl}ml;:i%g
hemselves manifest to scrutinizing and un 1; {e f 03;
beholders. 1 had rcason to fear that my; s‘athe 9; i
might prove altogether 100 transpm‘eqt fo1 = e s.;of
of my hazardous enterprise. ans :
greater moment have leaked through stone walls, an

revealed their projectors. But, here was 10 stzr;e
wall to hide my purposc I would have given my

poor, tell tale face for the immm_rable CO%ntenELnriet?i

on Indian, for it was far from being '_[)1‘0(;1 agaimset

daily, searching glances of th'ose with whom 1 met.
It is the interest and business

study human nature,

gay, 1t W
had constantl

those I now cherished, could

concealment

with a view to practical results,

SUSPICION AND COERCION. AT

men ; and, by every regard they have for their safety
and prosperity, they must study to know the material
on which they are at work. o much intellect as the
slaveholder has around him, requires watching. Their
safety depends upon their vigilance. Consclous of
the injustice and wrong they are every hour perpe-
trating, and knowing what they themselves would do
if made the victims of such wrongs, they are looking
out for the first signs of the dread retribution of jus-
tice. They watch, therefore, with skilled and prac-
ticed eyes, and have learned to read, with great ac-
curacy, the state of mind and heart of the slave,
through his sable face. These uneasy sinners are
quick to inquire into the matter, where the slave is
concerned. Unusual sobriety, apparent alstraction,
sullenness and indifference—indeed, any mood out of
the common way—afford ground for suspicion and
inquiry. Often relying on their superior position and
wisdom, they hector and torture the slave into a con-
fession, by affecting to know the truth ot their accu-
sations. ‘ You have got the devil in you,” say they,
“ ond we will whip him out of you.” I have otten
been put thus to the torture, on bare suspicion. This
system has its disadvantages as well as their opposite.
The slave is sometimes whipped into the contession
of offenses which he never committed. The reader
will see that the good old rule—*“a man is to be
held innocent until proved to be guilty "—does not
hold good on the slave plantation. Suspicion and
torture are the approved methods of getting at the

and many of them attain astonishing proﬁmen?ryhm
discerning the thoughts and emotions of slm*es. : i{
have to deal not with earth, wood, or stone, bl Wl

truth, here. It was necessary for me, therefore, to
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