312 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

Until a very little while before I went there, white

and black ship carpenters worked side by side, in the
ship yards of Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Walter
Price, and Mr. Robb. Nobody seemed to see any
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included, ventured to strike me, whereupon I picked
him up, and threw him into the dock. Whenever
any of them struck me, I struck back again, regard-
less of consequences. I could manage any of them
singly ; and, while I could keep them from combining,

improprietyinit. To outward seeming, all hands were
well satisfied. Some of the blacks'w;vere hrsf, rate
workmen, and were given jobs requiring the highest
okill. All at once, however, the white carpenters
knocked off, and swore that they would no longer
on the same stage with free negroes. Taking

I succeeded very well. In the conflict which ended
my stay at Mr. Gardiner’s, I was beset by four of them
at once—Ned North, Ned Hays, Bill Stewart, and
Tom Humphreys. Two of them were as large as my-
self, and they came near killing me, in broad day

WOrK

dvantace of the heavy contract resting upon Myr. light. The attack was made suddenly, and simulta-
Qv aLias :

Gardiner, to have the war vessels for Mexic? ready
to launch in July, and of the difliculty of getting oth-
er hands at that season of the year, they swore they
would not strike another blow for him, unless he would

discharge his free colored workme_n.'
Now, although this movement did not extend to

neously. One came in front, armed with a brick;
therc was one at each side, and one behind, and they
closed up around me. I was struck on all sides ; and,
while I was attending to those in front, I received a
blow on my head, from behind, dealt with a heavy
hand-spike. I was completely stunned by the blow,
and fell, heavily, on the ground, among the timbers.
Taking advantage of my fall, they rushed upon me,
and began to pound me with their fists. I let them
lay on, for a while, after I came to myself, with a
view of gaining strength. They did me little dam-
age, so far; but, finally, getting tired of that sport, I
gave a sudden surge, and, despite their weight, I rose
to my hands and knees. JustasI did this, one of their
number (I know not which) planted a blow with his
boot in my left eye, which, for a time, seemed to have
burst my eyeball. When they sawmy eye completely
closed, my face covered with blood, and I staggering
under the stunning blows they had given me, they
left me. As soon as I gathered sufficient strength, I

picked up the hand-spike, and, madly enough, at-
N

me, in form, it did reach me, in_ fact. T.he 5P11'1t
which it awakened was one of malice and l?lttel‘lle?s,
toward colored people generally, and'I suffered Wlt]'l
the rest, and suffered severely. My fello*w:v apprenti-
ces very soon began to feel it to be df&gmdmg to work
with me. They began to put on lug}l 1001{53 and tr;t:
talk contemptuously and maliciously ol “Cthe mg;(/,e?*s $
saying, that ¢they would take the country,” that
“ they ought to be killed.” Encouraged by the cow-
ardly workmen, who, knowing me to be a sl:swe, made
no issue with Mr. Gardiner about my befn'g ﬂlOl‘(f:’:,
these young men did their utmost to make 1t 1mpossi-
ble for me to stay. ‘They seldom caliled me to do any
thing, without coupling the call with a curse, and,

Edward North, the biggest in every thing, rascality
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