890 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

own hard earnings, every cent of it—was demanded
of me, and taken from me by Master Hugh. He did
not earn it; he had no hand in earning it; why,
then, should he have it? I owed him nothing. He
had given me no schooling, and I had received from
him only my food and raiment; and for these, my
services were supposed to pay, from the first. The
right to take my earnings, was the right of the robber.
He had the power to compel me to give him the

fruits of my labor, and this power was his only right bt R
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s A T became more and more dissatisfied e DF::,SI:S GPOSITI\”I:. EVIDENCE—WANT OF WISDOM SHOWN
: ‘ : : ; : % “ e 4 F THE ESCAPE OF FUGITIVES—PUBLISHED AQ-
with this state of thmgs ] and, 1n sO becomlrilg, I 0111}’ COUNTS REACH THE MASTERS, NOT THE SLAVES—SLAVEHOLDERS STIMULATED
gave proof of the same human nature which every |

reader of this chapter in my life—slaveholder, or non- R o e
sla,veholder———is conscious of possessing. g;;l.:___l;,];::mmhAL GENEROSITY | — DIFFICULTIES 1N
To make a contented slave, you must make a
thoughtless one. It is necessary to darken.his moral
and mental vision, and, as far as possible, to annihi-
late his power of reason. He must be able to detect
no inconsistencies in slavery. The man that takes his
earnings, must be able to convince him that he has a
perfect right to do so. It mustnot depend uponmere
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! I ‘;VIL:L now .mal{e the kind reader acquainted with
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¢ closing incidents of my “ Life as a Slave,” having

force ; the slave must know no Higher Law than his
master’s will. The whole relationship must not only
demonstrate, to his mind, its necessity, but its abso-
lute rightfulness. If there be one crevice through
which a single drop can fall, it will certainly rust off

the slave’s chain.

already trenched upon the limit allotted to my ‘ Life
as a I'reeman.” Before, however, proceeding with
this narration, it is, perhaps, proper that I should
frankly state, in advance, my intention to withhold a
part of the facts connected with my escape from slave-
ry. There are reasons for this suppression, which I
trust the reader will deem altogether valid. Tt may
be casily conceived, that a full and complete state-
ment of all the facts pertaining to the flight of a bond-

man, might implicate and embarrass some who may
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