326 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

itude ; but this practice had the opposite effect—it
was an admission of my 7ight to the whole sum. The
fact, that he gave me any part of my wages, was proof
that he suspected that I had aright o the whole of
them. 1 always felt uncomfortable, after having re-
ceived anything in this way, for I feared that the
giving me a few cents, might, possibly, ease his con-
science, and make him feel himself a pretty honorable
robber, after all ! |

Held to a strict account, and kept under a close
watch—the old suspicion of my running away not
having been entirely removed—escape from slavery,
even 1n Baltimore, was very difficult. The railroad
from Baltimore to Philadelphia was under regulations
s0 stringent, that even free colored travelers were al-
most excluded. They must have jfree papers; they
must be measured and carefully examined, before
they were allowed to enter the cars; they only went
in the day time, even when so examined. The steam-
boats were under regulations equally stringent. All
the great turnpikes, leading northward, were beset
with kidnappers, a class of men who watched the
newspapers for advertisements for runaway slaves,
making their living by the accursed reward of slave
hunting.

My discontent grew upon me, and I was on the
look-out for means of escape. With money, I could
easily have managed the matter, and, therefore, I hit
upon the plan of soliciting the privilege of hiring my
time. It i1s quite common, in Baltimore, to allow
slaves this privilege, and it is the practice, also, in
New Orleans. A slave who is considered trust-wor-
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silence this trouble-giving thought, or change
pPose to run away.
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thy, can, by paying his master a definite sum regu-
larly, at the end of each week, dispose of his time as

he likes. It so happened that I was not in very good
odor, and I was far from being a trust-worth y slave.

Nevertheless, I watched my opportunity when Mas-
ter Thomas came to Baltimore, (for I was still his
property, Hugh only acted as his agent,) in the spring
of 1838, to purchase his spring supply of goods, and
applied to him, directly, for the much-coveted privi-
lege of hiring my time. This request Master Thomas
unhesitatingly refused to grant; and he charged me,
with some sternness, with inventing this stratagem to
make my escape. He told me, “I could g0 nowhere
b}lt he could catch me; and, in the event of my run-
nng away, I might be assured he should gpare no
pains in his efforts to recapture me. Ile recounted,
with a good deal of eloquence, the many kind offices
he had done me, and exhorted me to be contented
and obedient. “TLay out mno plans for the fuﬁu‘e,”
sald he. “If you behave yourself properly, I will

tal‘{e care of you.” Now, kind and considerate as
this offer was, it failed to soothe me into repose. In

spite of Master Thomas, and, I may say, in spite of
myself, also, I continued to think, and worse still, to

think almost exclusively about the injustice and wick-
edness o

t slavery. No effort of mine or of his could

my pur-
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to be unacquainted with the fact that I had made a
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