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It is true, I was not in the possession of my claim-
ants, and could have easily remained in England, for
the same friends who had so generously purchased
my freedom, would have assisted me in establishing
myself in that country. To this, however, I could
not consent. I felt that I had a duty to perform —
and that was, to labor and suffer with the oppressed
in my native land. Considering, therefore, all the
circumstances — the fugitive slave bill included —1I
think the very best thing was done in letting Master
Hugh have the hundred and fifty pounds sterling,
and leaving me free to return to my appropriate field
of labor. Had I been a private person, having no
other relations or duties than those of a personal and
family nature, I should never have consented to the
payment of so large a sum for the privilege of living
securely under our glorious republican form of gov-
ernment. I could have remained in England, or have
gone to some other country; and perhaps I could
even have lived unobserved in this. But to this I
could not consent. I had already become somewhat
notorious, and withal quite as unpopular as notorious;
and I was, therefore, much exposed to arrest and re-

capture.
The main object to which my labors in Great Brit-

ain were directed, was the concentration of the moral
and religious sentiment of its people against Amer-
ican slavery. England is often charged with having

my hand and seal, the fifth of December, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and forty-six. Hven Avuro.

‘“Sealed and delivered in presence of T. Hanson Belt,
“Jamzs N, S. T. Wrian1.”

ENGLISH REPUBLICANS. 3TT

established slavery in the United States, and if there
were no other justification than this, for appealing to
her people to lend their moral aid for the abolition
of slavery, I should be justified. My speeches in
Great Britain were wholly extemporaneous, and I
may not always have been so guarded in my ex-
pressions, as I otherwise should have been. I was
ten years younger then than now, and only seven
years from slavery. I cannot give the reader a bet-
ter idea of the nature of my discourses, than by re-
publishing one of them, delivered in Finsbury chapel,
London, to an audience of about two thousand per-
sons, and which was published in the “ London Uni-
verse,” at the time.*

Those in the United States who may regard this
speech as being harsh in its spirit and unjust in its
statements, because delivered before an audience sup-
posed to be anti-republican in their principles and
feelings, may view the matter differently, when they
learn that the case supposed did not exist. It so hap-
pened that the great mass of the people in England
who attended and patronized my anti-slavery meet-
ings, were, in truth, about as good republicans as the
mass of Americans, and with this decided advan-
tage over the latter—they are lovers of republi-
canism for all men, for black men as well as for
white men. They are the people who sympathize
with Louis Kossuth and Mazzini, and with the op-
pressed and enslaved, of every color and nation, the
world over. They constitute the democratic element
In British politics, and are as much opposed to the

*¥See Appendix to this volume, page 411,
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