S9%4. LIFE AS A FREEMAN.

as ambitious and presumptuous, in view of my per-
sistence in this enterprise. I was but nine years
from slavery. In point of mental experience, I was
but nine years old. That one,in such circumstances,
should aspire to establish a printing press, among an
educated people, might well be considered, 1f not am-
bitious, quite silly. My American friends looked at
me with astonishment! ¢“A wood-sawyer” oflering
himself to the public as an editor! A slave, brought
up in the very depths of ignorance, assuming to in-
struct the highly civilized people of the north in the
principles of liberty, justice, and humanity! The
thing looked absurd. Nevertheless, I persevered. 1
folt that the want of education, great as 1t was, could
be overcome by study, and that knowledge would
come by experience; and further, (which was per-
haps the most controlling consideration,) I thought
that an intelligent public, knowing my early history,
would easily pardon a large share of the deficiencies
which I was sure that my paper would exhibit. The
most distressing thing, however, was the offense
which I was about to give my Boston friends, by
what seemed to them a reckless disregard ot their
sage advice. 1 am not sure that I was not under the
: 1fluence of something like a slavish adoration of my
Boston friends, and I labored hard to convince them
of the wisdom of my undertaking, but without suc-
cess. Indeed, I never expect to succeed, although
time has answered all their original objections. The
paper has been successful. It is a large sheet, cost-
ing eighty dollars per week—has three thousand sub-
seribers—has been published regularly nearly eight
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years—and bids fair to stand eight years longer. At
any rate, the eight years to come are as full of prom-
ise as were the eight that are past.

It is not to be concealed, however, that the main-
tenance of such a journal, under the circumstances,
has been a work of much difficulty ; and could all
the perplexity, anxiety, and trouble attending it, have
been clearly foreseen, I might have shrunk from the
undertaking. As it is, I rejoice in having engaged
in the enterprise, and count it joy to have been able
to suffer, in many ways, for its success, and for the
success of the cause to which it has been faithfully
devoted. T look upon the time, money, and labor
bestowed upon it, as being amply rewarded, in the
development of my own mental and moral energies,
and in the corresponding development of my deeply
injured and oppressed people.

From motives of peace, instead of issuing my pa-
per in Boston, among my New England friends, I
came to Rochester, Western New Y ork, among stran-
gers, where the circulation of my paper could not in-
terfere with the local circulation of the Liberator and
the Standard ; for at that time I was, on the anti-sla-
very question, a faithful disciple of William Lioyd
Garrison, and fully committed to his doctrine touch-
ing the pro-slavery character of the constitution of
the United States, and the non-woting principle, ot
which he is the known and distinguished advocate.
With Mr. Garrison, I held it to be the first duty of the
non-slaveholding states to dissolve the union with the
slaveholding states; and hence my cry, like his, was,
¢« No union with slaveholders.” With these views, 1
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