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came into Western New York ; and during the first
four years of my labor here, I advocated them with
pen and tongue, according to the best of my ability.
About four years ago, upon a reconsideration of the
whole subject, I became convinced that there was no
necessity for dissolving the “ union between the north-
orn and southern states;” that to seek this dissolution
was no part of my duty as an abolitionist ; that to ftb-
stain from voting, was to refuse to exercise a legiti-
mate and powerful means for abolishing slavery ; and
that the constitution of the United States not only
contained no guarantees in favor of slavery, bui.z, on
the contrary, it is, in its letter and spirit, an anti-sla-
very instrument, demanding the abolition of slavery

as a condition of its own existence, as the supreme
law of the land. ;
Here was a radical change in my opinions, and in
the action logically resulting from that change. 'I;O
those with whom I had been in agreement and in
sympathy, I was now in opposition. What they held
to be a great and important truth, I now looked upon
as a dangerous error. A very painful, and yet a very
natural, thing now happened. Those W}IO E}ould not
see any honest reasons for changing their views, as 1
had done, could not easily see any such reasons for
my change, and the common punishment of apos-
tates was mine.

The opinions first entertained were naturally de-
sived and honestly entertained, and I trust that my
present opinions have the same claims to 1'esp'ect.
Brought directly, when I escaped from sla,vel:y, into
contact with a class of abolitionists regarding the
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constitution as a slaveholding instrument, and finding
their views supported by the united and entire his-
tory of every department of the government, 1t is not
strange that I assumed the constitution to be just
what their interpretation made it. I was bound, not
only by their superior knowledge, to take their opin-
ions as the true ones, in respect to the subject, but
also because I had no means of showing their un-
soundness. But for the responsibility of conducting
a public journal, and the necessity imposed upon me
of meeting opposite views from abolitionists in this
state, I should in all probability have remained as
firm in my disunion views as any other disciple of
William Lioyd Garrison.

My new circumstances compelled me to re-think
the whole subject, and to study, with some care, not
only the just and proper rules of legal inierpretation,
but the origin, design, nature, rights, powers, and du-
ties of civil government, and also the relations which
human beings sustain to it. By such a course of
thought and reading, I was conducted to the conclu-
sion that the constitution of the United States—inau-
gurated ¢ to form a more perfect union, establish jus-
tice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com-
mon defense, promote the general welfare, and se-
cure the blessings of liberty” — could not well have
been designed at the same time to maintain and per-
petuate a system of rapine and murder like slavery ;
especially, as not one word can be found in the con-
stitution to authorize such a belief. Then, again, if
the declared purposes of an instrument are to govern
the meaning of all its parts and details, as they clearly
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