398 LIFE AS A FREEMAN.

should, the constitution of our country 1s our w?rrant
for the abolition of slavery in every state 1in the
American Union. I mean,however, notto argue, but
simply to state my Views. It_would require very
many pages of a volume like this, _to siet foyth the .‘;ﬂ'-
guments demonstrating the unconstitutionality and the
complete illegality of slavery in our la,ufl ; aFd.as my
experience, and not my arguments, 18 Wlthn} the
scope and contemplation of this volume, I omit the
Jatter and proceed with the former. '

I will now ask the kind reader to go back 2 little
in my story, while I bring up a thread left 1?ehmd for
convenience sake, but which, small as 1t 18, cannczt
be properly omitted altogether; and th'at thre'ad 1s
American prejudice against color, and its varied 1il-
lustrations in my own experience.

When I first went among the abolitionists of New
England, and began to travel, I found this pl:ejlld.ice
very strong and very annoying. The abolitionists
themselves were not entirely free from it, and 1 could
sce that they were nobly struggling against 1617y g Ul

their eagerness, sometimes, to show their cont(-fmpt
for the feeling, they proved that they had not e'ntn'e%y
recovered from it often illustrating the saying, In
their conduct, that a man may ¢stand up so straight
as to lean backward.” When it was said to me, * Mr.
Douglass, I will walk to meeting with you ; I am not

afraid of a black man,” I could not help thinking—

seeing nothing very frightful in my appearance—

« And why should you be?” The children at the

north had all been educated to believe that if they

were bad, the old dlack man —mnot the old devil —
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would get them ; and it was evidence of some cour-

age, for any so educated to get the better of their
fears.

The custom of providing separate cars for the ac-
commodation of colored travelers, was established on
nearly all the railroads of New England, a dozen
years ago. Regarding this custom as fostering the
spirit of caste, I made it a rule to seat myself in the
cars for the accommodation of passengers generally.
Thus seated, I was sure to be called upon to betake

myself to the “Jim Orow car.” Refusing to obey, 1

was often dragged out of my seat, beaten, and se-

- verely bruised, by conductors and brakemen. At-

tempting to start from Lynn, one day, for Newbury-
port, on the Kastern railroad, I went, as my custom
was, Into one of the best railroad carriages on the
road. The seats were very luxuriant and beautiful.
1 was soon waited upon by the conductor, and or-
dered out ; whereupon I demanded the reason for my
invidious removal. After a good deal of parleying,
I was told that it was because I was black. This T
denied, and appealed to the company to sustain my
denial ; but they were evidently unwilling to commit
themselves, on a point so delicate, and requiring such
nice powers of discrimination, for they remained as
dumb as death. I was soon waited on by half a
dozen fellows of the baser sort, (just such as would
volunteer to take a bull-dog out of a meeting-house in
time of public worship,) and told that I must move
out of that seat, and if I did not, they would drag me
out. I refused to move, and they clutched me, head,
neck, and shoulders. But, in anticipation of the
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