404 f1FE AS A FREEMAN.

always kind and gentlemanly. But to the._a. 11101(1511?11]1;.
1 entered a car at Boston, for New Bedford, whic (i
with the exception of a single seat, was fu.ll, mil
found I must occupy this, or stand up, durmgdtle
journey. Having no mind to do this, I steppe fup
to the man having the next seat, and who had akew
parcels on the seat, and gently asked leave to take 4
geat by his side. My fellow-passenger gave(al mi 3
look made up of reproach and mdlg}mtmn, an a,:st <@ “
me why I should come to that particular seat. 1 at?
sured him, in the gentlest manner, that of all ot 1?:15
this was the seat for mie. Finding thm; Il Wtas flc 11-;-
ally about to sit down, he sang out, “.O . stcly Py th'_[‘)l.
and let me getout!” Suiting the a.cthn to tlle wgll C 1,
up the agitated man got, and sauntered to the o mt
ond of the car, and was compelled to stand for 1;105‘
of the way thereatter. Ha}fjway to New ]‘Bedfoz : 0:1
more, Col. Clifford, recognizing mo left his flea ; an‘t
not having seen me before since I had ceased to ﬁ:'fa,lt
on him, (in everything except hard argumen;slag?l?z
his pro-slavery position,) a:pparently forge? u of t{1
rank, manifested, In grmtm%gF me, sometl}mg 0 ni
foeling of an old friend. This demonstration was no

vontleman whose dignity I had, an hour
O i T ly offended. Col. Clifford was

before, most serious ‘ '
) ntleman in
known to be about the most a1 istocratic gentle
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which I could not resist, MIlgll 1t was one of the
lamest ever offered. With such facts as these before

me —and I have many of them — I am inclined to
think that pride and fashion have much to do with
the treatment commonly extended to colored people
in the United States. I once heard a very plain man
say, (and he was cross-eyed, and awkwardly flung to-
gether in other respects,) that he shomld be a hand-
some man when public opinion shall be changed.
Since I have been editing and publishing a journal
devoted to the cause of liberty and progress, T have
had my mind more directed to the condition and cir-
cumstances. of the free colored people than when I
was the agent of an abolition society. The result has
b‘een a corresponding change in the disposition of my
tu?:te and labors. T have felt it to be a part of my
mission —under a gracious Providence — to Impress

my sable brothers in this country with the convic-
tion that, notwithstanding the ten thousand discour-
agements and the powerful hinderances, which beset
their existence in this country — notwithstauding the
blood-written history of Africa, and her children,
from whom we have descended, or the clouds and
darkness, (whose stillness and gloom are made only
more awtul by wrathful thunder and lightning.) now
overshadowing them — progress is yet possible, and
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Bristol county ; and it was evidently thought that 1 bright skies shall yet shine upon their pathway ; and
must be somebody, else I shou.ld not have been thu; . that «Ethiopia shall yet reach forth her hand unto
noticed, by a person so distinguished. Sure enough, a]; .. (“rOd.”' |

tor Ool. Clifford left me, I found myself surrounded wit L | Believing that one of the best means of S Rnsi
and among the number, my offended friend ting the slaves of the south is to improve and elevate

friends ; PtV
) and with an apology for his rudeness, the character of the free colored people of the north,

stood nearest,

i =
y s - X e

-
i ——
T -

il

e
g

g

msa_sc564 scm1446-0243 ©Maryland State Archives



