406 LIFE AS A FREEMAN.

I shall labor in the mﬂre, as I have }a}aored in t}:le
past, to promote the moral, social, religious, and i
tellectnal elevation of the free colored peop}e ; never
forgetting my own humble origin, nor refusing, while

Heaven lends me ability, to use my voice, my pen, or 1 | APPENDI X,

v work of ;
my vote, to advocate the great and primar} i i i
th); univ’ersa.l and unconditional emancipation of my | CONTAINING EXTRACTS FROM SPEECHES, ETC *

entire race. =

RECEPTION SPEECH

AT FINSBURY CHAPEL, MOORFIELDS, ENGLAND, MAY 12, 1848.

Mr. Doucrass rose amid loud cheers, and said: I feel exceed-
ingly glad of the opportunity now afforded me of presenting the
claims of my brethren in bonds in the United States, to so many in
London and from various parts of Britain, who have assembled here
on the present occasion. I have nothing to commend me to your
consideration in the way of learning, nothing in the way of educa-
tion, to entitle me to your attention; and you are aware that sla-
very is a very bad school for rearing teachers of morality and reli-
gion, Twenty-one years of my life have been spent in slavery—
personal slavery—surrounded by degrading influences, such as can
exist nowhere beyond the pale of slavery; and it will not be strange,
if under such circumstances, I should betray, in what I have to say
to you, a deficiency of that refinement which is seldom or ever
found, except among persons that have experienced superior advan-
tages to those which I have enjoyed. But I will take it for granted
that you know something about the degrading influences of sla-
very, and that you will not expect great things from me this eve-
ning, but simply such facts as I may be able to advance immedi-
ately in connection with my own experience of slavery.

* Mr. Douglass’ published speeches alone, would fill two volumes of the size of this,
Our space will only permit the insertion of the extracts which follow; and which,

for originality of thought, beauty and force of expression, and for impassioned, in-
ignatory eloquence, have seldom been equaled,
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