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slavery? This is the subject of my
the character of this institution? I

am about to answer the inquiry, what is American.alave_ry‘i I do
this the more readily, since 1 have found persons 1n this -cmu}tl?r
who have identified the term slavery with -that wh:wh I think 1:‘, is
not, and in some instances, I have feared, in so doing, hu.ve l*a;; '1e11'
(unwittingly, I know,) detracted mueh‘ from the h.orrm: with w‘u.::t 1
the term slavery is contemplated. It is common in this country ?
distinguish every bad thing by the name of aln.ve'ry. Inf:mnpct-
ance is slavery ; to be deprived of the right to vote is slaver y{ Eﬂ)i
one; to have to work hard is slavery, says another; u_nd I fo no
know but that if we should let them go on, they would say i:hat_ to
. eat when we are hungry, to walk when we (]6?1}‘0 to hav? exercise,
or to minister to our necessities, or have necessities at all, is slavery.

Now, what is this system of
lecture this evening—what 18
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prop'erty, the slaveholder declares he shall not exereise it The
marriage institution cannot exist among slaves, and one-sixth of the
population of democratic America is denied its privileges by the
law of the land. What is to be thought of a nation boasting of its
liberty, boasting of its humanity, hoasting of its christianity, boast-
ing of its love of justice and purity, and yet having within its own

borders three millions of persons denied by law the right of mar- i

riage § — what must be the condition of that people? I need not
lift up the veil by giving you any experience of my own. KEvery
one that ean put two ideas together, must see the most fearful re-
sults from such a state of things as I have just mentioned, If any
of these three millions find for themselves companions, and prove
themselves honest, upright, virtuous persons to each other, yet in
these cases —few as I am bound to confess they are— the virtuous

I do not wish for a moment to detract from the horror with wlﬁuh
the evil of intemperance 18 contemplated—not at all; nor ('{0 I wish
to throw the slightest obstruction in the way of any 130111:10.:11 fr?e-
dom that any class of persons in this country may desire to obtain.

live in constant apprehension of being torn asunder hy the merei-
!ess men-stealers that claim them as their property. This is Amer-
1can slavery; no marriage—no education—the light of the gospel
‘ shut out from the dark mind of the bondman—and he forbidden by
But T am here to say that I think the term slavery is some-tnnleﬂ law to leial‘n to.r.eu.d. If a I-ncrther shall teach her children to read,
abused by identifying it with that which it is not. | Slavery in t 1? | the law in Lou:smnn,prucl'nnns that she may be hanged by the neck.
United States is the granting of that power by which one man ex- If the f:ntller attempt toi give his son a knowledgo of letters, he may
ercises and enforces a right of property in the body and soul of an- be pums'hed l::y the whip in one instance, and in another be killed,
other. The condition of a slave is simply that of Fhe b-rute beast. : at the ﬂlﬁﬁ'l‘etlﬂn of the court. Three millions of people shut out
He is a piece of property —a marketable commodity, in the lan- from the light of knowledge! It is easy for you to conceive the

guage of the law, to be bought or sold at the will un_d caprice ng
le master who claims him to be his .pl'ﬂperty’; he I8 spok?n of,
thought of, and treated as property. His CAL good, his consme?rclze,
his intellect, his affections, are all set aside by the master. 1he
will and the wishes of the master are the law o.f the sluw‘a. ]il[ebla
as much a piece of property as & horse. ‘ I‘f he_ls fed,. he is f:l e-
cause he is property. If he is clothed, it is with a view to the 1n-
orease of his value as property. Whatev‘er of emPfortl 18 I}EGESBILI‘Y
to him for his body or soul that is inconsistent with 11:13 be-m.g pr]{;;p;
erty, is carefully wrested from him, not only by 1‘)11‘01113 t::p1111“{:11*;i ou
by the law of the country. He is carefully deprwe.d of everything
that tends in the slightest degree to detract from his value as prop-

erty. He is deprived of education. God has given him an intel-

evil that must result from such a state of things,

I now come to the physical evils of slavery. I de not wish to
dwell at length upon these, but it seems right to speak of them, not
so much to influence your minds on this question, as tc let the sljave*
lltrilders of America know that the curtain which conceals their
crimes is being lifted abroad; that we are opening the dark cell
and leading the people into the horrible recesses of what they ur;
pleaséd to call their domestic institution. We want them to know
that a knowiledge of their whippings, their scourgings, their brand-
ings, their chainings, is not confined to theijr p]gmtut,ionﬂ, but that
some negro of theirs has broken loose from his chains — has burst

through the dark incrustation of slavery, and is

now exposing their
deeds of deep damnation to the gaze of :

the christian people of

Ject ; the slaveholder declares it shall not be cultivated. If his ; England.

moral perception leads him in a course contrary to his value asa The slaveholders resort to all kinds of cruelty. If I were dis-
posed, 1 have matter enough to interest you on this question for
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