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idea of churchmen and dissenters merging all sectional distinctions
in this cause. Let us have a public breakfast. Let the ministers
meet him: let them hear him; let them grasp his hand; and let
him enlist their sympathies on behalf of the slave. Let him in-
spire them with abhorrence of the man-stealer— the slaveholder,
No slaveholding American shall ever my cross my door. No slave-
holding or slavery-supporting minister shall ever pollute my pulpit.
While I have a tongue to speak, or a hand to write, 1 will, to the
utmost of my power, oppose these slaveholding men. We must
have Douglass amongst us to aid in fostering public opinion.

 The great conflict with slavery must now take place in America;
and while they are adding other slave states to the Union, our
business is to step forward and help the abolitionists there. Itis a
pleasing circumstance that such a body of men has risen in Amer-
ica, and whilst we hurl our thunders against her slavers, let us
emake a distinction between those who advocate slavery and those
who oppose it. George Thompson has been there. This man,
Frederick Douglass, has been there, and has been compelled to flee.
I wish, when he first set foot on our shores, he had made a solemn
vow, and said, “Now that I am free, and in the sanctuary of free-
dom, I will never return till I have seen the emancipation of my
country completed.” IHe wants to surround these men, the slave-
holders, as by a wall of fire; and he himself may do much toward
kindling it. Let him travel over the island—east, W est, north, and
sonth—everywhere diffusing knowledge and awakening principle,
till the whole nation become a body of petitioners to America. He
will, he must, do it. He must for a season make England his home.
He must send for his wife. He must send for his children. I want to
see the sons and daughters of such asire. We, too, must do something
for him and them worthy of the English name. I do not like the
idea of a man of such mental dimensions, such moral courage, and
all but incomparable talent, having his own small wants, and the
wants of a distant wife and children, supplied by the poor profits of
his publication, the sketch of his life. Let the pamphlet be bought
by tens of thousands. But we will do something more for him,
shall we not{

[t only remains that we pass a resolution of thanks to Frederick
Douglass, the slave that was, the man that is! He that was cov-
ered with chains, and that is now being covered with glory, and
whom we will send back a gentleman,

LETTER TO HIS OLD MASTER.*
To My Old Master, Thomas Auld.

| Sm—-.Tlm long and intimate, though by no means friendly, rela-
tion which unhappily subsisted between you and myself lunhs me
to hope that you will easily account for the great ]$iber1:y which I
now take in addressing you in this open and i)llllliﬂ manner. The
same fact may possibly remove any disagreeable surprise which
you may experience on again finding your name coupled with
mine, in_any other way than in an advertisement, accurately de-
seribing my person, and offering a large sum for my arrest. In
tliu.s dragging you again before the public, I am aware that T shall
subject myself to no inconsiderable amount of censure. I shall
probably be charged with an unwarrantable, if not a wanton and
reckléss disregard of the rights and proprieties of private life. There
are those north as well as south who entertain a much higher respect

for rights which are merely conventional, than they do for rights

which are personal and essential. Not a few there are in our coun

try, who, while they have no seruples against robbing the laborer
of the hard carned results of his patient industry, wiﬁ be shocked
by the extremely indelicate manner of bringing your name bt‘*afm'e
the public. DBelieving this to be the case, and wishing to IJneet
every reasonable or plausible objection to my conduct, T will frankl

state the ground upon which I justify n;vse]f in this iHStﬂllcg
as well as on former occasions when I have {;'lmugh.t. proper to meni
tion your name in public. All will agree that a man guilty of theft
robbery, or murder, has forfeited the right to concealment and ‘ll‘ii
vate life; that the community have a right to subject such pers{}ns
to the most complete exposure. However much they may desire

* It is not often that chattels address their owners. The following letter is unique :

and probably the only specimen of the kind ex
England, tant, It was written while in
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