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498 APPENDIX.

more, and still more horrible, leave her unprotected —a degrﬁ.d:d
victim to the brutal lust of fiendish overseers, fvh? would [fo r1]1 e,
blight, and blast her fair soul—rob her of all di gmty-—des;l n‘) EEZ
virtue, and annihilate in her person all the graces that 'u min ;
character of virtuous womanhood? I ask, how would you legar.d
me, if such were my conduct? Oh! the vocabulary of the da?l-?;
would not afford a word sufficiently infer.nal to express your fl ea
of my God-provoking wickedness. Yet, sir, your t.l'e.ntment 0 m)]r:
beloved sisters is in all essential points precisely like the case
have now supposed. Damning as would. be such a deed mtt:lyé
part, it would be no more so than that which you have committe
rainst me and my sisters,

ﬂE;mivill now brib:rxg this letter to a close; you shall hear from m§
again unless you let me hear from you. I intend to mnke- Tlse 0
you as a weapon with which to assail the system of slavery—as a
means of concentrating public attention on the Byatfam, and deep]-:
ening the horror of trafficking in the sﬂuls' and bodies of me?.ﬂ
shall make use of you as a means of exposing th(? ch_amcte;v of the
American church and clergy—and as a means of bm.lgmg this gullty
nation, with yourself, to repentance. In doing this, I enter.tum'no
malice toward you personally. There is no Irouf u|.1d91: which you
would be more safe than mine, and there 1s nothing in my hmﬁtse
which you might need for your comfort, which I would not l‘eﬂ“dll_y
grant, . Indeed, I should esteem it a privilege to set you an exam-
Jple as to how mankind ought to treat each other.

I am your fellow-man, but not your slave.

inserted in a master’s ledger, with horses, sheep,
the slave has no wife, no children, no country,

THE NATURE OF SLAVERY.

EXTRACT FROM A LECTURE ON SLAVERY, AT ROCHESTER, DE-
CEMBER 1, 1850.

More than twenty years

of my life were consumed in a state of
slavery:.

My childhood was environed by the baneful peculiarities
of the slave system. I grew up to manhood in the presence of this
hydra-headed monster—not as a master—not as an idle

not as the guest of the slaveholder—but as A spAv
and drinking the cup of

spectator—

E, eating the bread
slavery with the most degraded of my
brother-bondmen, and sharing with them all the painful conditions

of their wretched lot. In consider;ution of these facts, T feel that I

have a right to speak, and to speak strongly. Yet, my friends, T
feel bound to speak truly.

Goading as have been the cruelties to which T hav
Jected—Dbitter as have been the trials through w
—exasperating as have been, and still are, the

my manhood—I find in them no excuse for the slightest departure
from truth in dealing with any branch of this subject.

First of all, T will state, as well as I can, the legal and social rela-
tion of master and slave. A master is one—to speak in the vocab-
ulary of the southern states — who claims and exercises a right of
property in the person of a fellow-man. This he does with the
force of the law and the sanction of southern religion.« The law
gives the master absolute power over the slave. He may work
him, fiog him, hire him out, sell him, and, in ce
Aill him, with perfect impunity. The slave is
vested of all rights—reduced to the lay

tel” in the eye of the law—placed beyo

erhood —cut off from his kind —his 1
ange

e been sub-
hich I have passed
tndignities offered to

rtain contingencies,
a human being, di-
el of a brute—a mere “chat-
nd the circle of human broth-

1ame, which the “recording

1" may have enrolled in heaven, among the blest, is Impiously

and swine. In law,
and no home. Hae

—

msa_scbb4 _scm1446-0256 ©Maryland State Archives




