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the eleven hundred and twenty -two mllhnns, seven hundred and 1hm‘.y

four thousand apd three hundred and seventy-five dollars, already -
ascertained as the amount left after extinguishing the Indian title and

paying to the new states seventeen and a half per cent., there will re-

- main for distribution among all the states, nine hundred- and eighty-

seven millions, seven hundred and thuty-four thousand and three hun-
dred and seventy -five dollars. -

The calculatipns and estimates now submitted, are believed to be.

as exact and accurate as the nature of the subject will permit. The
details have been given to enable each reader to judge for himself, and
if there be any errors or inaccuracies in the statements, to make all
})mper allowances and deductions for them. Our object is not to mis-
ad, but to awaken the attention of the people of Maryland to a sub-
ject which yields in importance to no public measure of the times.

‘We have thus ascertained that under the plan proposed by Mr. Clay, _

and approved of by Genl. Harrison, the public domain would. produce
a fund for distribution among all the States, 1n proportion to their pop-

ulation, amounting to not less than nine hundred and eighty-seven mil-

lions seven hundred and thirty-four thousand three hundred dnd seventy-
five dollars. T'he next inquiry is to ascertain the proportion payable to
Maryland. Thisisthe important matter to our people, and before we shall
have concluded we hope to satisfy the most sceptlcal that upon the
distribution of the proceeds of these lands, depends in a great measure
our prosperity and that of our descendants.

When the distribution bill of 1832 was passed by Congress, but
vetoed by Genl. Jackson, Maryland was estimated to contain a popu-
lation of four hundred and five thousand eight hundred and forty-three
people, and would, if that bill had become a law, have been entitled to
about one twenty-nmth part of the -proceeds of the public lands. It is
difficult to estimate the present population of Maryland or to ascertain
how it compares with that of the United States. It is believed that

under the new census, there will be found to be in the United States,
seventeen millions, and in Maryland at least five hundred thousand

people. If this be. correct, the population of Maryland 1s about one
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thirty-fourth part of that of the United States. - Maryland would - ‘

therefore, upon the principles of distribution now under consideration,

be entitled to one thirty-fourth part of nine hundred and eighty- seven

millions seven hundred and thirty-four thousand three hundred and
seventy-five dollars, which is equal to twenly-nine millions, fifty one
thousand and eleven dollars. T'his result is beyond all doubt correct,
if the estimated value of the public lands be so. If, however, it be
conceded that the lands ought not to be valued at one dollar and
twenty-five cents per acre, but at sixty-two and a half cents per acre,
still Maryland would be entitled to receive as her proportion of this
property, the sum of fourteen millions, five hundred and lwenly - five
thousand, five hundred and five dollars.

T'he opponents of the distribution of the proceeds of the pubhc lands,
urge that their sale cannot take place at once, and that a long time

. per. cent. will produce an amount that can be relied upon as the
early income from their sales. Thus if the lands will not sell in sut-
’ént quantltles to bring in any one year more than six millions of
gollare the inference for which they contend is, that one hundred mil-

ons, of dollars is their full value. It is not proposed to enter into any
~elaborate argument on this point. It is sufficient to say that the popu-
latlon of our eountry has increased and will continue to increase to an
‘extent heretofore unparalleled in the history of the world. The tide of

mfrration from the old world, as well as from the old States of the

. awill continue to flow to the public lands. e causes will
s ;“ “e demand for this property so long as it s /jﬁle bought at
zieepdoﬂ' and twenty-five cents per acre, until it aausted No

can be made of the extent of thls dems:

e from this source, great as it has beer continue to in-
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must elapse before the whole of the public domain can be disposed of.
~ Hence they argue, that their real value is the principal sum which at

Ny one year.




