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: .' ascerté.in if they are equal'.' If the trial should prove that they are not équal,_
E the cause must exist’ either in entries being omitted, posted to the wrong
side, or in wrong amounts. A little observation will enable the -a,cfaour:tar.}t- _
.~ to classify the error under one of the above heads. If the precaution _an1-
-  cated in our first Double Entry sets be taken, viz.: to carry the totgl amounts
pOfsted into the Trial Balance—and either si_de agrees with.trhe footing | of the
Journal columns, the difficulty is easily overcome, as the difference between
07428 6th 19 994 90 the sides will show not only. the error or combim:,tion of errors, but the 'sic?e
4291 83 | | I of the Ledger upon which they occur. For ‘various reasonﬁj,, h?wever, 113-18 _
. 2 64 s ' : '_ .' gt G not always convenient to embrace the total Ledger' e‘ntrlie‘s in the TI-’la]. 5
19994 90 | Sty | s _ e Balance ; therefore for general purposes, we would suggest__the' followm.g_;_ _
G 1 | e s - process for detecting errors: First, make sure that an er}'or emsts. .It -'ls.
' | - | 8 e the case that an overweening anxiety to have the sides of the Trial
Balance equal actually tprodﬁdes a supposed error, by dissil?atiﬂg the mind-
while engaged 1n ascertaining the result, and thus persistently, thoqgh
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Iirst Process. Second Process. Third: Process.

- 1829 25 1st column, 50 SR
- 743 18 |35 2d ot 29 | | ' 4
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- _The process of adding two or more columns at once is much more simple
than is generally supposed ; requiring little, if any, more skill than the com- . s ‘
mon method. The onfy point of difficulty is the necessity of adding units to erroneously realizing its own fears, by errors _:m addition. If an error ?6.6’3?%8
units, tens to tens, ete. To give the student an idea of the process, we will = to 'eXisf, before attempting to find 1t go carefully over the "ivork of addition,
take the two cent-columns in the above example, and add them together. = = proving it in every way. If the test should prove that the sides do not equal,
Commencing with the lower amount, we proceed: 64 and 3 are 67, and 80 S ror to the Ledger accounts, and ascertain that the proper _&1110_1111135 hﬂ*"’_e
are 147, and 8 -are 155, and 20 are 175, and 5 are 180, and 20 are 200, and 9 = been transferred to the Trial Balance. Foot up the accounts very qarefully,
are 209, and 10 are 219, and 8 are 227, and 20 are 247, and 8 are 265, and 10 and permit no doubt to exist that the exact condition of the_. L?dge_r b shown
are 9265, and 5 are 270, and 20 are 290 ; which is the sum of the two columns. in the Trial Balance.—Second, If the error still exists, ascertain 1ts .ea’:-act
It will be seen that we separate each amount into units and tens, adding the amount, and then look carefully for the same amount in the Journal’ W].mh
units to the units and the tens to the tens of the accumulating result.- We. may have been omitted in posting. i no such an a}cno}uﬂs should appear, or
will now vary the process by commencing at the top and adding downward ; should not prove to have been omitted, next ascertain i any Journal Entry |
and also by adding the. tens first : 25 and 10 are 39, and 8 are 43, and 20 are exists of Lalf the amount, which being posted to the'?,q?"ong Squ Would-.prqdl:llce._
63, and 8 are 71, and 10 are 81, and 9 are 90, and 20 are 110, and 5 are 115, the difference. Should this test prove unsuccessfgl, ascertain if the-dlﬁ'erence .
and 20 are 185, and 8 are 143, and 80 are 223, and 8 are 226, and 60 are 286, " be divisible by 9; ﬂgﬂd if o, look carefully for a tr ol o_si13i0n F’f Uil am_punt
and 4 are 290 ;. the same result as before. By continued practice of this kind posted.*—_—-Tﬁide-,-' Should this process fail, the last resort 1s to check the post-
the :studem will soon astonish himself with his own proficiency. - Let him ~ ings. First ascertain that the J ourgal entries__bala,nce_ gnd then go 'Qarﬁfully
practice on fwo columns, until he becomes thoroughly familiar with the ~ over the work, checking in pencil mark, all entries -that h.-&,v?- been '_],JI.’OPQ_I'W
process, and then take three, and four. The necessity of keeping his mind | .Ip()StEd both on the Journal and the Ledger. - The ‘111051} reliable ‘Drocess of
'constantly on the alert for fear of adding tens to units, and unitS*to-hundreds, checking is to have one D erson take the J Oulmal_&nd call ?ﬁ- _t_]?e',Ledg,elf tlﬂ.es_ .
will serve to quicken his powers of concentration, and develop the practical and amounts, slowly and distinctly—the deb‘its first, and _cred1t§ next——.—“fhﬂe 5
-~ resources of his mind. e ' ' Lor ' another examines the Ledger entries to see if they correspond. ‘Ma,ny.prac-
dns | tical accountants adopt the plan of thus checking beiore attempting to take
o Trial Balance, for the purpose, not only of facilitating '-thg .1a,bor, but of
being assured that the Ledger is _&bsol_utely; pox_*_rect-. We cgrdzglly commend
 the pq'a,otéw,. believing- that if it is iadopted,’and fmthfa]ly carried out, there
will be little need ot resorting to any cher method to ensgre_a ?alainc?.
~ Above all,'Zét the student hunt up 7_&@'3 own errors of balance; for v_vhlle it 1s
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- TO DETECT ERRORS IN THE TRIAL BALANCE.
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Unaoubtedly the best method for guarding against the trouble of finding
errors in the Trial Balance is not to make them ; but as this advice is much
more easily given than followed, and as, in despite of the best efforts, Trial =
Balances do frequently fail to balance, a few hints as to the best méthdds ols s
discovering the errors may be kindly received. In the first place let it be =
remembered that while the Trial Balance is not a sure test of the COrrectﬁess
of the Ledger, no Double Entry Ledger can be correct that dees not balance; =
hence, the necessity of knowing that the sides are equal. The Trial Balance. =

% Tt is a curious fact that the difference between any given amount c.ompos? gf Pwrongz
more figures, and the same figures transposed, is divisible by 9., For example, t ]31 lf. e;c;,l 2
between 75 and 57 is 18; between 120 and 210, 903 between 195 a:I}d 159, 36, ef:ti., a 1?" tsjv_ma |
diﬁerenc'es 18, 90, and 36, are divisible by nine, without a remainder. The il ustra‘ ion I y.

is simply the summing up of the debit and credit sides of the Ledger to
200 ' |

be carried to any extent, with the same results. -
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