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. 32_9_"_; - EVERYBODY’S MAGAZINE

- Was _]ust in college and had come home__-
~ for the hohdays, and he went with some
"'_"Othel‘ boys to get the Christmas tree. -

- Hannah had a p1ece of woodland covered‘
~ with a fine glowth of young hemlocks,
- and the boys went Stralght there ‘and cut
~_one.

"out came Hannah to her oate.

29

said he, pulling off his cap.
g Them is my woods,’’ 'Sa1d Hannah

& Then young Thomas and the other':':
"-_-.boys looked at one another. G _
T don’t let folks have my trees fOI'

| ‘:.'_,r-l-'-_'IlOthlﬂ unless T set out to grve them,

= = ___‘-,sald Hannah.
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‘¢ But thlS is for the

Well

AL o Sy

: _Htmg up that Lhrlstmas tree. o
Boston once to buy thmgs but we: bought
~mostly in Rye the big town six mlles from = - e
Several times ‘when we were
. coming home from Rye, we met Hannah e
all wrapped up in her sleigh, with aolot & o &
 Once she- stopped and spoke

~ to us, and asked how we were getting on

" with the Christmas tree, and then I spoke
"'-rlght out; g1 couldn t. help it.

"'_."our V1llage

They never asked permission. I of bundles.
- don’t suppose it entered their heads ‘that
daita any human bemg would grudge one of all
~ those hemlocks for a Christmas tree.
they didn’t know Hannah Stone
‘were getting down the mountain slope in.
o -,great style with the tree on the ox-sled,

- all the boys laughmg and hurrahmg, When‘d’_‘

- But: _
They._-_'

'-Han nah

S Where did Vou get that tree P 2 'sald_:{f-'
. -h:'S'he . oA ERl S R
T Bllly Snow, who was drrvmg-———-they were 3

ey ,._hls father S oxen—shouted to them to stop,
1 ‘_'and Voung Thomas spoke up sort of be—?f
""Wlldered T e
o deWe got it in the woods Just above
: ‘-,‘.here SR

‘we went

Chrlstmas tree_'
SRt down to the church,’” sa1d young Thomas
> . asred as a beet. % S Ul
el That don t make no dlfl'erence.Jt s"‘aid_h
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- sakes,

the boys clubbed together and _
'.-:Katel il b

:i‘.;;_-;,-“-_-;pald it, then they started up the oxen and
7 came home pretty mad, and in an hour
- the story was all over the Vlllage
_..;that (,arohne and I didn’t have as much |
- stock in Hannah’s domg for the Christmas
“tree, but, as I said when I begun nobody
~ can tell 1bout anybody else - till things get
‘i: -through happenmg to brlng them out; and
s they never do get thlough happening,
“follows | that nobody ever does know,
hough they may make a sudden jump
ead in' knowledge as we d1d w1th Han—_?
,_nah Stone. GG S
Carohne and I worked Very hard get--_

After”.-

- there she was |

"ﬁrkln

gettmg on very well

4 What do you mean Kate P ”_ sai

sa1d I

Corls mean

school

mean, 2 saldEles

_ Hannah she never said one word back e
. ',jand I slapped the reins. over our horse and. .
' Caroline said she didn’t
know but I was most too harsh to speak
"'rp.so to. Hannah but I sald it was no more’- SR
than she: deserved S s e
i Well the. day before Chr1stmas came
and Carohne and I had been hard at work‘_- -

in-. the meetmg—house ever since elght
o it

_JQ”' k In the mornlng, and had ]ust run.
" three o clock 1n . the afternoon to' '

s How much do you want for thls.- g : of tea and a mouthful to eat.
:.'-:Itree > satd young Thomas 5 TN F a sudden Carohne who was
= ilwo dollars; 2 said Hannah | -"_;facmg he w1ndow ‘cried out: ‘“ My

st ]ust look

) st lookl % Sald she

sard .

« that 1f I had_
-'_known what a mean woman. you would -

~ pgrow up to be, a woman ‘mean enough to
grudge one tree out of a whole grove for
Chrlstmas, and make those poor boys pay
foriit, I would never have sat next to you .
g'when we went to

We went. to_- o

< We are
and no thanks to. X
- you, ‘Hannah Stone,’f Saidil

i
_,whlpped for refusmg to, that s what I e

Then T looked and Carollne and I both Sad

-_Jumped up and ran to the window, and
There was Hannah Stone i

standlng on her ox-team, dr1v1ng, and there

was the dummy man, all wrapped up in.

a buffalo coat which Hannah had bought

for him on account of h1s consumptlon
T-holdmg on to a tree all set up in a butter -
- And the tree was a splendld hem-

lock, as straight and evenly pointed as if a =

1 ;specral gardener had tended it on purpose,
and it was loaded down with presents.

We could see. the dolls dancmg, and the
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