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belng taken |

= before noon

=2 bayonet to ﬁnd the sun well past the"
- zenith. G
L Get up w1th you and let somebody_” B
~ could, and by and by the lad Slept w1th

take your place while you foot 1t a bit,’
a rough voice said; and Richard sprang

from the vehicle and helped little Bllly =

Bryce of his own town, into his place,

L excla1m1ng Vehemently agamst his own
' selﬁsh slumberlng ' |
8 Nay, nay,’f said the lad (T . am not

wounded more s the shame to me for

Be31des I have had a long; :

- rest under the wagon here for we halted

Ak begged the guard not to

'-waken you, but gk put your rations a81de

I—Iere—you must be near to starvat1on

- Richard caught eagerly at the pork and;-'
Shlp b1scu1t which the lad held out; 1t
: seemed ages since he had tasted food
““’And you’ll be better with your head ;
_washed % the guard said, not unkindly,
- pomtmg to a little stream that trickled by -
~the: roadsrde, and R1cha1d was qulck to
obey ' e
o ilnza : litele while they were in motion
‘agam this time more lelsurely, and once
~ more thoughts of escape filled Richard
- with-a restless energy.
more “broken here; to hide would be
easier, and he waited 1mpat1ently for the
- coming of the dark; determined at all
~ hazards® to " make the attempt—another.;-
~ sunset mlght put him behind prison bars.
~ Bit he was doomed to d1sapporntment 'j
for they were not to.march all night, but
 with the early stars pitched their tents
upomya flat stletch of country that opened S
to, theieast = ' =
Worn out by the long marches and the
' 'lcloymg sand - - through which they had
~ toiled, the army soon slept profoundly
Tied together for greater securrty, the
~ prisoners lay like so many sardines in thelr__ ,;_
~tent before which trod a sentinel. At
~ first there was much whlsperrng among
‘them as to their probable fate, and not a
few solemn farewells to. home and dear'-
i e et e

2oL [ shall never see my mother any

_more for I know I shall die in that dread--
ful prison; but you’ll be good to me,
-'Won t you, RlchardF e groaned httle Bllly'
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" The country was  two. days
| trme,' a conﬁdent t1red sentmel ought not
to be hard to elude.
softly gnawing the rope that bound him to
Billy. -~ As he was at the end of the line
‘his rlght arm was free, and so his ﬁngers
aided his teeth to p1ck the threads apart.

Thus an hour went by, and then the lad

- be31de h1m stlrred

even alarm the guard out31de
'”B1lly' 1 cannot take you-——-two could
~ never pass the guard

W EVERYBODY’S MAGAZINE

Bryce who lay next to Rlchard Wlth hlS
rlght hand tied to the latterss leftsis =
And Rlchard comforted him as best he.

the others .-
~ ““T hope they w1ll always I me stay

with you,”’ had been his last sleepy whis-
per. For among the bigger boys Richard
- had been his hero and protector, and no
~service was ever too great for him to un-

dertake for his idol.

And Richard .had.
petted and yet 1mposed upon_ him in the

way peculiar to all boys of a. larger growth

when a small one asks noth1ng better than
"--to obey

It was really to be with Richard
as much as to share 1 in the war that he had
stolen away from his mother and followed

: 'the H1llsboro men -to the ﬁeld

- At last the tent was quiet save for the

-'-deep breathlng of the tired men, but Rich-

ard could not close his eyes, he meant to
_get away.
- toward mldnlght was the time he had set
_as the most favorable for his plan AT
bemg then found secure, the new guard
~ would be over-sure—and he like the rest,

_ After the watch was changed

was worn out with the trlals of the past
Certainly that was the best

And he lay still,

o What are. you domg, Rlchard P 2 he

You are gomg

the pllSOIl yonderl R1cha1d let me go,
100

o H-———shI 2 wh1spered chhard sternly, .
for the: boy’s exc1tement was like to arouse
~the whole body -of prisoners, perchance =

‘¢ Be still,

1 am Sorry ; I-——I
-—-—w1sh you had not waked.”’ '
But the lad, whose arm was now free

whlspered then added qu1cklv, as hrs arm
“felt the: looseﬂed cord ¢ Whyy, - you have
bitten the rope in two.
to escape ?  Take me with you, in ‘mercy’s .
_name, Richard; do not leave me to die in




