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‘Following this announecement an offer to cooperate in the develop-
- ment of the benzene-toluene process was submitted by the Aetna
_'Exploswes Co., of New York. Action on this offer was deferred till
“after the demonstretlon n order that all who so desired mlght have
an opportunity to 1ndlcate their Wllllngness to cooperate in like
L amanner. i oL | v ' ,
At the time of this dernonetre,tmn further announcement was rnade ;
by the Director of the Bureau of Mines that the bureau was ready to
receive and consider offers of cooperation in the development of the i
= processes, in order to demonstrate their practicability in Ierge-scele T d
' ; operatlone and under the stress of cornpet1t1ve conditions.
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' AGREEMENT WITH AETNA EXPLOSIVES COMPANY FOR EEVELGP-
' ~ MENT OF BENZENE-TOLUENE PROCESS. e 1

‘ The proposal of the Aetna, Exploslves Co. to eooperete Wlth thet
A Bureau of Mines in dernonetretmg the eommereral praetlea,bﬂ]_ty of
~ the benzene-toluene process was accepted as of March 9, 1915, and a -
T contract entered into whereby the Aetna company pledged 1tself to:

e the expendrture of not less than $200, 000 n the development Of the ..
= process. A copy of the contract follows: . i 5

This agreement Jna,de and entered into in trlpllcate tlne 9th da,y of Ma,rch A. D.
1915 by and between. The United States Bureau of Mines, by its duly a,nthorlzed'
officers, hereinafter called the first party, and The Aetna E‘{ploewee Company, Incorpo-
ra,ted a corporation organrzed and existing under the laws of the State of New York,
and having its principal office at 2 Rector Street, in the city, county, and State of_- --
{« .. New York, and duly authorized to carry on buemese In the State of Penneylvama,

5 ~ hereinafter called the second party. - ' ' '
L Whereas the said Bureau of Mines is by the a.ct ef Februe,ry 25 1913 (3% Stat 681) |
? S -eepe(‘lelly che,rged with the duty of conducting scientific and technologlc 1nveet1ga— '
' tions concerning the treatment and utilization of mineral substances with a view to
increasing eﬂi(nency, economic development and coneervrng resources throuOh the |
o 'preventlon of waste, and . , ' |
-Whereas the sundry civil appropnafron acts approved Auguet 1, 1914 a,nd Merch 4,
1915, respectively contain appropriations of twenty-five thoneend end thrrty-ﬁve
= thousand dollars for inquiries and investigations concermng the mining, prepa,ratlon i
treatment, and utilization of petroleum and natural gas, with a view to economic SR e
3 develop]nent and conserving resources through the preventron of waste, and A
. Whereas Dr. Walter F'. Rittman, a chemical engineer in the employ of the first perty, o
has recently discovered a new end valuable process for the manufacture of benzene,
& toluene, and other aromatic componnds frorn petrolenm hydrocarbens (herernefter
' | referred to as the process), and i .
Whereasitis desired to develop sa id. process for the beneﬁt of the people of the United
- States and to secure the cooperation of the said first and second partiesin the develop-
- ment of said process with a view to conserving the petro]eunr resources of the nation
' through the utilization of waste and inferior oils, and in promoting eﬁ(nency In the
~ treatment of petro]eu]n oils, in which work it is desirable to have the cooperation of
chemists, mechanical engineers, electricians; and other employeee in the employ ofis i
either or both of the aforesaid parties: PR T e _ _ Nt
Now, therefore, this agreement witnesseth tha,’r in cen&deretron of the Coopemtmn
- of the said first and second partree 1n the development. of the process and of services
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