~ Peace was eventually restored, partially as a result of the arrival of Liberian
troops under General J. J. Roberts, and also due to the moderating influence
- of Dr. Hall, who worked out a settlement agreeable to both sides in the conflict. |
‘Immediately the government of Maryland in Liberia began to explore the pos-
sibility of union with Liberia. Should conflrct flare up again between the
Maryland Liberians and the natives, Liberia’s aid mrght not arrive in time.
Native attacks had already forced the Bassa Cove and Sinou River settlements i
to join Liberia for protection. Also, there were indications of growing interest
~ on the part of Britain and France in occupyrng the territory lying between
the boundaries of Liberia and the Maryland settlements. Wisdom dictated
union, which was agreed to in April 1857. Maryland in Liberia became
~ Maryland County, the fourth territorial drvrsron within the Repubhc of Liberia.

- After the union the Maryland State Colonrzatron Socrety s activities in its
former colony greatly decreased. This trend had begun in 1850 when the

- Maryland General Assembly lifted the ban of importation of Negroes into.
Maryland. Although the grant to the Society which expired in 1851 wasre-
newed for six years, interest in emigration was on the wane. Abolitionist
propaganda against colonization had grown in effectiveness, while the law pro-
‘hibiting the residence in the state of free Negroes was never strictly enforced.

'Hence Maryland’s free Negroes often felt that the Umted States not Afrrca
- was their homeland.

I Even slaves who were offered their freedom, provrded they would agree to

. go to Liberia, often’ chose the certainties of slavery to the. uncertainties of
~settling in a strange new land. Faced with the reluctance on the part of the
Negroes to emigrate and the usual financial difficulties, the last expedition

' sponsored by the Maryland Society was sent out as the Umted States splrt -
e apart in crvrl war. - '

The Crvrl War and the Emancrpatron Proclamatron in 1862 brought Liberia
her long-sought diplomatic recognition by the United States, and in the same
year brought an end to the active colonization etforts of the Maryland State
Colonization Society. ‘

-For the rest of the war, and later, in the last three decades of the nine- .
teenth century, the Society’s efforts were directed toward the support of a
school at Cape Palmas, named in honor of Dr. James Hall.. Even these limited
‘operations had come to an end when the Board of Managers of the Maryland
State Colomzatron Socrety met for the last time on November 12, 1902 to

- provide.for the drstrrbutron of the small sum left in the treasury and to drsband‘ e

the Socrety
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