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yet acquired any very great commercial importance, are nevertheless so many
nucleuses of civilization, the influence of which is being every day more and more

extended. There are some things connected with the management of these
settlements, as well as the manner in which trade is conducted, that are very
prejudicial to the improvement of the natives, and they ought to be corrected.
Their influence, upon the whole, however, is good, and they are doubtless destined
to perform an important part in promoting the civilization of the country generally.

Natives are drawn from a great distance in the interior to these settlements,
for the purpose of exchanging the products of the country for the manufactures
of Europe; whilst the traders themselves are employing a considerable number of
coasting craft for the purpose of extending their commerce along the coast as
well as in the interior. At many of these settlements, too, the forms of law as
practised by civilized nations, are beginning to be introduced, so that the natives
who frequent them will not only have all the stimulus to industry which com-
merce furnishes, but will become familiar with models of government, upon
which they may construct their own as the progress of society may require.

But these settlements, which promise so much for the future welfare of
Africa, have always had, and still need, the protection of foreign Governments.
There are few, 1f' any of them, that could withstand the combinations of hostile
natives that would be formed against them, especially when they were instigated
and supported by Spanish and Portuguese slave-traders. Foreign residents, all
along the coast, are perfectly aware of this; and there is nothing that would be
more heartily deprecated by them than the premature withdrawal of the squadron.
It 1s not supposed that they will always continue in this dependent condition.
Some of them are comparatively new, and have not acquired sufficient maturity
and strength to maintain their own rights, or to enforce the principles of justice
and order among the tribes by whom they are surrounded. Others, though
much older, sustain a new relationship to the aborigines, in consequence of
having -exchanged the trade in slaves for lawful commerce; and although the
people generally are beginning to appreciate the advantages of this, there are, no

doubt, evil-minded persons among them that would gladly unite in any hostile
measures that might be set on foot as soon as the squadron was withdrawn.

The time will doubtless come, when they will need no such aid. But those
who have allowed themselves to be persuaded that they have already acquired
sufficient strength to protect themselves, or depend upon them to do anything

~effective 1n putting down the Slave Trade without the co-operation of the -
squadron, will find out ere long that they have leaned upon a broken reed.

All that has been said in relation to the importance of the squadron in
developing the commercial resources of the country, and in promoting the cause
of civilization, may be applied with equal force to the countenance it has lent to
the cause of missions. The writer is not aware that the officers of the squadron
have been in the habit of regarding any mission stations on the coast as under
their special protection: but the mutual good feeling that has always existed
between them and the missionaries; the readiness which they ever have mani-
fested to repress all lawless violence; and especially the peace and quiet which
they have restored to those parts of the coast where the missionaries are labour-
ing, are favours and advantages more highly appreciated than the officers of the
squadron have any idea of, -

At the same time 1t will readily be granted by all those who have reflected
seriously on the subject, that Africa can never be restored to peace and happiness,
or enjoy any high degree of internal prosperity without the aid of Christianity.

The highest degree of civilization and commercial prosperity, even if they could
be attained without her assistance, would be but a doubtful boon. = Christianity
is capable of doing for her what no other agency ever can; and the missionary
societies, both of England and America, have addressed themselves to the task
of giving her the Gospel, with a degree of earnestness and energy which promises
the most cheering results. The incipient stages of their efforts were not without
difficulties and discouragements, arising chiefly from the insalubrity of the.
climate ; but they have been continued long enough, and with sufficient success,
to demonstrate the practicability of the undertaking. To the south of Sierra
Leone, and between that and the Equator, that part of the coast where the
efforts of the squadron to put down the Slave Trade have been most successful,
there have been founded, 1n fifteen or sixteen years, as many as twelve indepen-
dent missions, at the distance of 100 or 200 miles from each other, embracing
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