16

the last expedition was in preparation, there were upwards of one hun-
dred and twenty applicants for a passage to the colony, eighty-five of
whom were sent. The greater part of the remainder were prevented,
by want of time, from getting ready—but with many others, are pre-
paring now to embark in the spring. The agent reports, t!aat, .here_-
after, he expects to be able to obtain as many emigrants as it will be
desirable to send in any one year.

The' Board attribute this change wholly to the labours of the agents,
and to the success of the Maryland colony in Africa. The Board
believe that in proportion as the colonization scheme becomes known,

- will the willingness of the free people of colour to emigrate increase.

They believe. that-the unwillingness, heretofore, and still existing, 18 to
be traced to the dessemination of abolition doctrines.

By the act appointing them, the Board were authorized ‘from time
{o timé to make such preparations at the colony of Liberia, or else-
where, as they may think best, which shall seem to them expedient
for the reception and accomrhodation and support of the persons
{o be removed, until they can be enabled to support themselves.”

- In carrying the act of 1831 into effect, so far asit depended upon
them, the Board found it absolutely necessary to use the authonity
given by the act as above quoted, and provide a place for the reception
of emigrants from Maryland. This, with the aid of the State Coloni-
zation Society, has been done. ' The colony of Maryland in Liberia
was founded February 22d, 1834. Its population is now near feur
hundreds souls. The soil is inexhaustibly productive. The climate
is genial to the coloured emigrant—subsistence is easily obtained—
and comfort 4nd competence are the rewards of industry. A salu-
tary system of laws is in operation: and the advantages of the situa-

tion have attracted to it the attention of the religious community, until °

it has become the most important and largest missionary establishment

in Africa. .
* The Board are therefore able now to report, that a settlement on the

coast of Africa, under the exclusive control of the State Society, and

for the use of emigrants from Maryland, has been firmly made, which
is competent to receive any number of emigrants which 1t 1s probable
can be sent ‘to it, with the means appropriated by the state, or denved
from the contributions of individuals: and also that there is the appear-
ance of such ‘a feeling among the people of colour as will keep-up a
constant tide of emigration hereafter.

i The settlement has been made by the State Society, upon whom all
the ‘complicated duties connected with its government devolve. It has
been made with an economy unexampled in the history ef similar

" undertakings, and ‘at an expense to the State, much less than if the

‘Board had’established it, under the law, without the intervention of
the State Society; for this last has added to the funds obtained from
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the Board, a large amount of individual subscriptions, all .applied to

the same object. The Board present herewith the Annual Report of

the State Society, in which the situation and prospects of the colony
are given in detail.

The Board have endeavoured to conduct their operations in the
State upon the most prudent and economical plan. They employ an
agent and a clerk, who are the only persons receiving salaries con-
nected with the disbursements of the state fund, the services of the
Poard being gratuitous. The State Society employ another agent who
18 paid by them out of collections nade from individual benevolence,
and is therefore no charge upon the fund.

The account current connected with this report, exhibits the expen-
ditures of the Board, and their objects. | ' ,.

When the colonization laws, as they are generally termed, were
first adopted, the want of a place to which the free people of colour
and emancipated slaves might emigrate, furnished reasons why they
ahould not be carried into full effect. This reason no longer exists,
and 1t will be for the legislature to determine upon such additional
measures, if any be necessary, to give full efficiency to the system
adopted in 1831. Public opinion should particularly be brought to
bear upon the subject; and if the residents of the different counties
in the state would take the matter in hand, the immigration of free
people of colour from other states, or the introduction of slaves into
Maryland from thence, or the residence here of slaves, manumitted on
condition of removal, could be much more effectually prevented, than it
can be by the efforts of a Board of Managers, who, to accomplish these
objects would have to employ more agents than the whole annual
appropriation to the colonization fund would be sufficient to com-
pensate.

The number of persons manumitted during the past year, as report-
ed to the Board, has been two hundred and four, including those whose
freedom is prospective. The number previously reported was thirteen

hundred and seventy-seven, making the total number reported, fifteen

hundred and eighty-one, since the enactment of the law of Dec. 1831.
All which is respectfully submitted. I

CHARLES HOWARD, °
WM. R. STUART,
FRANKLIN ANDERSON.

- BALTIMORE, December 20, 1837.
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