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who, cannot offer the, same terms, . This might be done, if the natives pos-
sessed capital, but this js neyer the case; they are altogether improvident and
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would soon find successful competitorsdn the American merchants. The
nature of the coast and the character and habits of the natives is such
as would render of no avail the fortification of a few points by any power
in securing the trade. ‘The whole coast;line is a' market. The sea at all
-seasons of the year is so tranquil, and the a'ncho;age‘ along the coast so
Bl 1 good, that vessels/of any, burthen’can lie at anchor sufficiently near the
it ‘shore to enable them to transact their business with considerable despatch.
‘There is not an extent of over ten miles for the distance of two thousand,
but affords of a canoe landing sufficiently safe to admit of landing cargo,

i Ser

live.only,en the slight commissionsithey. fake upon the merchandise passing,

through their bands to the bushmen. : But this credit cannot, with gnx.dggree.
of safety be givén by the merchant vessels of any nat}_on who has p_q_t 3_,?;‘355'
cient force on the coast to enforce payment in case at glfould be necessary,
which will surely. be the case if it is apparent no force s at hand.  This is

the principal cause why the English continue, to mono_pblise, at least four-
ﬁfthgof tl?e entire commerce of Western Africa. Their vessels of war belt

- == 5
e
. L | P -

. &4 k

- - = r -

W il

d #

ihe whole coast, they make treaties of commerce with the native kings,

]

gk and shipping of produce in return. *Consequently no power could; by land they seek redress for any injury sustained by their __Eerch;:itmqnl ?,lﬁt_hqyi_zltﬁ
1 | ir ; ' force, monopolize the trade without belting the whole coast with settle- their persons or, property, and 1n fact, they contronl 9 e-i:‘ te 99'9}"?“9.5‘
e F b ments, which the fatality of ' the climate: renders impracticable. 'The the coast. . We. affirm, that thewmiqf adequatcpro ectiu .ﬁom comme i
et ' natives too, are averse to yielding their right of trafficking with vessels of is the only bar lo a successv competition for this trade by Jimerican vessess.
: | ? ' all nations, and will in most cases only admit of settlement with a reservation ADVANTAGES OF THE AFRICAN TRADE 10 THE UniTED S_TA.‘:'E-“"TEII;F
| ‘q of this privilege. The other obstacle to successful competition noted, viz: advantages of this commerce to the United States would arise principally.
!

the productions of the articles for trade being of English. manufacture,
would soon be obviated by the Americans. Many, and in fact most of
the staple articles of the African trade could be produced of better quality
and at a cheaper rate in, America than in England, were there a sufficient
call for them to induce. their manufacture. Many, too, are now actually
produced here at a less price than in England, and one, the most important
¢ article of traffic, is produced solely by the ,United States,.wiz: the long,
o heavy leaf tobacco. Such articles as could not be manufactured in the
b . United Sta'tes as low as in England, or could not be p',rocured'her.e at all,
could be readily shipped from that country and entered in bond, and
afforded on the coast at a very slight advance on the price charged for them
by English vessels.. We say, all .these objections to successful competi-
tion. could be readily obviated by the enterprizing Yankee. Did none other
exist, the American commerce would double and quadruple in a very short
period, and doubtless in a very few years rival that of England. But the
most serious bar to the consummation of this, and that too, which individual
enterprize cannot overcome, arises from the manner in which that trade is
carried on. Either from necessity or a design to produce the very result
| SR whic}; has‘follo??ed; the English traders very early adopted a system of dash-
sy : ing'or mak_ilig presents to 1}13 head-men or kings of the country, and then
l entrusting the cargo to such trade-man as they shall direct. In some
places, as the Bonny and Calabar rivers, the dash or comey as it is there
qﬁilef], ,o_f a first rate palm oil ship, amounts to over one thousand dollars
at .th.e' first cost of the goods. The whole cargo is then given 01_1' credit
to such men of the place as the king shall designate, and he becomes
responsible that payment shall be made at the time agreed upon by the
parties. ' In most of the large places the amount of this comey .and the

from its affording an outlet or market for the producﬁons ?f : our .aoil!;*xj}githéf
than fpmeany preseat pecessity we labour under of rgbt;a:ngpngj_thg‘mgag
pmduce,, in returns;. -I.although_ for this, there p;qilig_ably will bf:‘-% unceasing

d imcreasing demand. i i srawl Tl T G o
anThe leadingg article in the African trade, and without which no commerce

can be conducted with the native t_ribeﬂ, and Wghi‘}l,'-_ can be procure_q from
no other source whatever, is the long leaved heavy \foBacco of, Virginia,
Kentucky ‘and Missouri. . Deprive the European _traderg -_Of thl? one aru;l:.
and lacrative commerce with Africa would b? tota!ly ;mpmugﬁblg. The
manser of conducting trade will readily account for this. There being no cu:; .
rency or medium of circulation; on the coast, all trade necessanly consista

of the batter of: one article for apo_ther ;.and as 1tv::ilnlccoims from long usage

an arficle of necessity, a certain_portion of the price paid even for
?E:ara:s:?nsigniﬁcant articleivhich they have to dispose kﬁof, must ;o::ms: Zt" ~
it. It is much the same with many other articles of commerce, u:"npqm_
the same. extent as with tobacco. l!.enpg,:_anpthqngrqat advapta:gie_: qf
English merchant has over the. American, as a II‘Il}tfh greafgyvagegf_;
articles for this trade are manufactured there than 1n ;A_menc_a, aIlll A : .
being éver ‘an abundance of tobacco in London and Llfﬁrpottl)ll, wA ile ev:rl
or no articles. of English manufacture are 10 be found n I e . mbznc:id
market in consequence of the limited demand for them. ;.mta]? e 8 4
that if the European traders are obliged to use our tobacco - kor eNP':D'B ;
cution.of this trade, it is sufficient. for us that it finds a mark Et.th" 0 stc:
’ the whole. of the carrying-trade, especially to 8 cof
‘sin mot the immense profit which is realized by the Africo-
European tradérs after having, reshipped it to the coast.
. The next in importance to tobacco.are COTTON GOODS,

| | terms of trade are matters of treaty between the kings of the :country and

tliéldm':;ngi’ﬁnder of the Engllish squadron. In case payment is not made at

the ,time_[pgrehed upon, some vessel of war is applied to and the payment
enforced. ' i | -

. N:?w. wh_gq the natives enjoy this advantage of credit, although they may
receive the cargo at a high rate, no one can compete with the English trader

i ' in which the cost
heavy sheetings, checks and prints, those in which | tock |
thevl?;aviest itgeﬂm of expense. . These it 1s well known can be produced 1n

the United States as cheap or cheaper than in England, as has been proved

eri itish prints, in imita-
. the.South America markets. As yet, however, British prints, |
lt!:om'::f  India goods, have, supplied the market, as '_thc American commerce
on that coast has not been sufficiently extensive to induce the manufacturers
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