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I suggest that an inquiry may be instituted into the facts alleged, and
that measures may be adopted for the prevention, in future, of any infrac-
tion of the rights of these colonists, or any improper interference on the

part of Her Majesty’s subjects on the coast of Africa, with the interests of
the colonial settlement of Liberia. |

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

DaNIEL WEBSTER.
Epwarp EveEreTT, EsSq. &ec. &ec. &ec.

Mr. Webster to Mr. Ihverell.

DEPARTMENT oF STATE, Wushinglon, March 24, 1843.

Sir: I send you, in addition to the papers transmitted with my letter of
the 5th of January last, several notes recently addressed to me by the sec-
retary of the American Colonization Society, together with the printed
documents, &c., accompanying them.

Mr. Gurley’s first communication is dated on the 13th, and the other two
on the 16th inst. . Taken in connection with those previously forwarded
to the legation, they show that the wishes of the colonists, in regard to the
territorial extent of their settlements, are quite reasonable—the settlements
exlending southeasterly from Cape Mount to Cape Palmas, a distance of

about three hundred miles only ; and these notes, too, explain the nature of

the relations existine between Liberia and the United States. Founded
principally with a view to the melioration of the condition of an interesting
portion of the great human family, this colony has conciliated more and more
the good-will, and has, from time to time, received the aid and support of this
Government. Without having passed any laws for their regulation, the
American Government takes a deep interest in the welfare of the people of
Liberia, and is disposed to extend to them a just degree of countenance and
protection. | -'
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,

DANiEL. WEBSTER.
EpwArp EvEReTT, Esq. &e. &e. &ec.

Mr. Everett to Mr. Upshur.
[EXTRACTS.]

LoNponN, November 1, 1843.

Sir: Just as the'parcel of despatches by the steamer of the 19th of Octo-
ber was closing, the letters from America, by the ¢ Caledonia” (the steamer

of October 1st) arrived in London. - I now beg to acknowledge the receipt,

by that vessel, of your despatch No. (0, enclosing a copy of a note to Mr.
Fox on the subjeot of Liberia, and of despatch No. 61, &c.

¥ A& #

On the subject of Liberia, I received two communications from Mr.
Webster; of which the first, of the 5th of January, was not numbered as
a despatch, nor intended, I suppose, to be considered as wholly official;
the second was despatch No. 35, of the 2nd of April. I have from time to
time, in conversations both with Lord Aberdeen and Lord Stanly, invoked
their good offices for the colonists, and deprecated the unkind treatment
they appeared to me to have received on some occasions, not only from
Bntish traders, but from the cruisers of this nation on the coast of Aftica.
It has been my purpose, at the earlicst moment at which I could prepare i,
to address a wrilten communication to Lord Aberdecn on the subject of the

complaints of the colonists: but it has hitherto been out of Iny "power.
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Meantime, T am happy to find, in the very lucid statement contained
in your letter to Mr. Fox of the 25th, on the subject of the relations of
the colony to the United States, and in your persuasive appeal to the
Government of this country for their favourable regard towards the colonists,
an anticipation of all that 1 could possibly have urged on the topics treated

by you.

Mr. Everett to Mr. Upshur.

[EXTRACT.] k
LonpoN, December 30, 1843.
Sir: In my despatch No. (0, I alluded to the instructions which I had
received from the late Seccetary of State, on the subject of the complaints
of the settlers in Liberia acainst British cruisers and traders. Although I
had, in the course of the past year, had some conversations on these sub-

jects with Lord Aberdeen and Stanly, I had experienced a difficulty in

preparing a statement in writing in reference to the alleged grievances of
the Liberians, in consequence of not being distinctly informed as to the
views of the Executive on the general subject of the relations of that
settlement to the government of the United States. Your note to Mr. Fox
of the 25th of September last having wholly removed this difficulty, I felt
it my duty, under the former instructions of this department, to bring the
subject of the conduct of the British traders and cruisers on the Afncan

coast to the notice of this Government, which I have done 1n a note to

Lord Aberdeen, bearing date this day, of which a copy accompanies this
despatch. AT i # A o & . .

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
' EpwArD EVERETT.

s

» wf

[ENCLOSURE.]
GRrosVENOR Prace, December 30, 1843.
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and meinister plenipotentiary of

the United States of America, has been directed by his Gevernment to

make a representation to the Earl of Aberdeen, Her Majesty’s principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, on the subject of some discussions
which have arisen between the authorities of the settlement of Liberia, on
the coast of Africa, and Her Majesty’s cruising officers on that station.
Copies of a correspondence between Captain Denman, of Her Majesty’s
sloop * Wanderer,” and Mr. Roberts, the Governor of Liberia, in the
month of October, 1841; between Lieutenant Seagram, of the *‘ Termagant,”’
on the one side, and the resident agent of the Liberian Government at
Bassa Cove, and Mr. Roberts, the Governor of Liberia, in March, 1842, on
the other side; and between the commander J. Oake, senior officer on the
Sierra Leone station, and the same Liberian authorities, in the month of
July, 1842, have becn forwarded to the undersigned by the Secretary of
State. The undersigned forbears to transmit copies of this correspendence
to the Earl of Aberdeen, under the impression that it has been already laid
before Her Majesty's Government, in the despatches of the officers cruising
on the African station. Extracts of a letter of the 16th December, 1841,
from the Governor of Liberia to the secretary of the American Colonization
Society, [the institution under whose auspices Liberia was scttled, | and of
the reply of the executive committee of that society, are herewith trans-
mitted for the information of Her Majesty’s Government.

Lord Aberdeen will recollect that the difficulties which have arisen be-
tween the Government of Liberia and the British cruising oflicers and
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