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lishment on the Senegal was left. There are some circumstances:whicl
give plausibility to this account; yet it is doubted by some writers, even in
France, and generally disbelieved or neglected by others. :

The account of the discovery by the Portuguese is more authentic: and
its origin must be narrated with some parttcularity. -

During the centuries of war between the Christians of Spain and their
Moorish 1nvaders and oppresscrs, an order of knichts was instituted, called
“The Order of Chirist.”” Its object was, to maintain the war against the
Moors, and also “‘to conquer and convert all who denied the truth of theip
holy religion.” To this, the knights were consecrated by a solemn vow.
Henry of Loraine was rewarded for his services in these wars with the gift
of Portugal, and of whatever else he should take from the Moors.. Under
his descendants Portugal became a kingdom; and John I., having expelled
or slanghtered the last of the Moors in' his dominions, passed into Africa
and took Ceuta in 1415. He was attended in this expedition by his son,
Henry, Duke of Viseo, and Grand Master of the Order of Christ. Henry
distinguished himself during the seige; remained sometime in Africa to car.
ry on the war, and learned that beyond the Great Desert were the country
of the Senegal and the Jaloffs. W:th the double design of conquering infi-
dels and finding a passage to India by sea, having already pushed his dis-
coveries to Cape Bojador, he obtained a bull from Pope Martin V., granting
to the Portuguese an exclusive right in all the islands they already posses-
sed, and also in all territories they might in future discover, from Cape Bo-

Jador to the Kast Indies. The Pope also granted a plenary indulgence to

the souls of all who might perish in the enterprise, and in recoverine the
nations of those regions to Christ and his church. And certainly, few indul-
gences have been granted to souls that had more need of them..

The Portuguese laity were at first averse to an enterprise which appeared
rash and useless; but the clergy rose up in its favor, and bore down all op-

position.  Ships were fitted out, and after some failures, Gilianez doubled

Cape Bojador in 1432, In 1131, Alonzo Gonzales explored the coast for
thirty leagues beyond. In 1435, he sailed along twenty-four leasues further.
In an attempt to seize a party of natives, some were wounded on both sides.
In 1440, Antonio Gonzales made the same voyage, seized about ten of the
natives, all Moors, and brought them away.* Nunno Tristan discovered
Cape Blanco. In 1442, Antonio Gonzales returned to the coast, and released
one of the Moors formerly carried away, on his promise to pay seven Guinea
slaves for his ransom. The promise was not fulfiled; but two other Moors
ransomed themselves for several blacks of different countries and some oold
dust. The place was hence called Rio del Oro, (Gold River,) and is nezrly
under the Tropic of Cancer. 1In 1443, Nunno Tristan discovered Areuin,
and caught 14 blacks. In 1414, Gilianez and others, in six caravels, seized
195 blacks, most of whom were Moors, near Areuin, and were well reward-
ed by their prince. In 1445, Gonzales de Cintra, with seven of his men,
were killed 14 leagues beyond Rio del Oro, by 200 Moors. In 1446,

Antonio Gonzales was sent to treat with the Moors at Rio del Oro, concern-

Ing peace, commerce, and their conversion to Christianity. They refused
2 r’ 1 li- . n ; ™ -
to treat. Nunno Tristan brought away 20 slaves. Denis Fernandez passed

by the Senegal, took four blacks in a fishing boat, an{l discovered Cape

Verde. In 1447, Antonio Gonzales took 25 Moors near Arguin, and took

i : ‘ : _ .
99 and Killed others at Cape Blanco. Da Gram took 54 at Arcuin, ran eight
leagues further and took 50 more, losing seven men. Lancelot and others,

at various places, killed many and took about 180, of whom 20, being allies

*The common statement, that the first

_ slaves were brought home by Alonzo Gonzales,
1n 1434, appears to be an error. ° ¢
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treacherously seized, were afterwards sent back. Nunno Tristan entered
the Rio Grande, where he and all his men but four were killed by poisoned
arrows. Alvaro Fernandez, 40 leagues beyond, had two battles with the na-

tives in one of which he was wounded. Gilianez and others were defeated with -

the loss of five men at Cape Verde, made 48 slaves at Arguin, and took two
women and killed seven natives at Palma. Gomez Perez, being disappoint.-
ed in the ransoin of certain Moors at Rio del Oro; brought away 80 slaves.

Thus far from Portuguese historians. Next, let us hear the accounts
which voyagers give of their own doings and discoveries. The oldest whose
works are extant, and one of the most intelligent and trustworthy, is Aluise
de Cada Mosto, a Venetlian in the service of Portugal. '

Cada Mosto sailed in 1455. He found the people around Cape Blanco
and Arguin, Muhammedans. He calls them Arabs. They traded with
Barbary, Tombucto and the negroes. They get from ten to eichteen negroes
for a Barbary horse. From 700 to 800 annually are brought to Arguin and
sold to the Portuguese. Formerly, the Portuguese used to land by night,
surprise fishing villages and country places, and carry off Arabs. They had
also seized some of the Azenaghi, who are a tawny race, north of Senegal,
and who make betterslaves than the negroes ; but, as they are not confirmed
Muhammedans, Don Henry had hopes of their conversion, and had made
peace with them. South of the Senegal are the Jaloffs, who are savages,
and extremely poor. Their king lives by robbery, and by forcing his sub-
jects and.others into slavery. He sells slaves to the Azenaghi, Arabs and
Christians. Both sexes are very lascivious, and they are exceedingly ad-
dicted to sorcery. A little south of Cape Verde, he found negroes who
would suffer no chief to exist among them, lest their wives and children
should be taken and sold for slaves, ‘“as they are in all other negro coun-
tries, that have kings and lords.”” They use poisoned arrows, “are great
idolaters, without any law, and extremely cruel.””  Further on, he sent on
shore a baptized negro as an interpreter, who was immediately put to death.
He entered the Gambia, and was attacked by the natives in 15 canoes.
After a battle, in which one negro was killed, they consented to a parley.
They told him they had ‘heard of the dealings of white men on the Senegal ;
knew that they bought negroes only to eat; would have no trade with them,

“but would kill them ‘and give their goods to their king. He left the river

and returned. The next year he entered the Gambia again, and went up
about 40 miles. He staid eleven days, made a treaty with Battimansa,
bought some slaves of him, and left the river because the fever had seized
his crew. He found some Muhammedan traders there; but the people
were idolaters, and great believers in sorcery. They never go far from
home by water, for fear of being seized as slaves. He coasted along to the
Kassamansa and Rio Grande; but finding the language such as none of his
interpreters could understand, returned to Portugal. ' _
~ In 1461, the Portuguese began to take permanent possession, by erecting
a fort at Arzuin. _ |

In 1462, Piedro de Cintra discovered Sierra Leone, Gallinas river, which
he called Rio del Fumi, because he saw nothing but smoke there,—Cape
Mount, and Cape Mesurado, where he saw many fires among the trees,
made by the negroes who had sight of the ships, and had never seen such

things before. Sixteen miles farther along the coast, a few natives came off

in canoes. two or three in each. They were all naked, had some wooden
darts and small knives, two tarcets and three bows; had rings about their
ears and one in the nose, and teeth strung about their necks, which seemed

to be human. Such is our earliest notice of what 1s now Liberia. The teeth
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