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sand free people? No doubt the affair will appear ridiculous enough to
them upon a little consideration.

You may tell your sceptical friends that tropical Africa 1s a broad, ex-
tended, fertile and rich country—that the Almighty decreed it as the BirTH
PLACE and the HomE of the black man, and secured it to him forever by
immutable natural laws;—that in that land the white man has never been
able to prevail against him or even to get a foothold for one generation;
that all their .opposition to the Colonization Society, all action of the
society itself, of the United States Government and all other governments
in the world, cannot change these natural laws, or wrest that continent
from the possession and sovereignty of the sons of Ham.

“A HISTORICAL EXAMINATION OF .THE STATE OF SOCIETY IN WEST.

ERN AFRICA, AND THE REMEDIAL INFLUENCE OF COLONIZATION
AND MISSIONS.” _ .

( Conlinued from page 282.)

The trade in slaves received a new impulse about this time, from the
demand for them in the Spanish West Indies. They had been introduced
into those colonies, at least as early as 1503 ; and the trade was encouraged
by edicts, of Ferdinand V. in 1511, and of Charles V. in 1515. At the
close of the century, this trade was immense. Portuguese residents bought
the slaves of the natives) or procured them otherwise, and sold them to
Spanish traders, who carried them to the West Indies,

The Protestants of England and Holland felt little respect for the Pope’s
grant of all Western Africa to Portugal; and even the French soon learned
to disregard it.- AL

The English took the lead. In 1551, and again in 1552, Thomas Wind-
ham visited the coast of Morocco. The Portuguese threatened him, that if
found again 1n those seas, he and his crew should be treated as ‘‘ mortal
enemies.”” Nothing daunted by these threats, he sailed again the next
year. He took a Portuguese partner as a guide, and visited the whole coast
from the river Sestos to Benin. In 1554, Capt. John Lok, with three ships,
reached the coast at Cape Mesurado, sailed along it nearly or quite to Benin,
and brought home * certain black slaves,”’ the first, so far as appears, ever
brought to England. From this time voyages appear to have been made
annually, and sometimes several in a year, always in armed ships, and
attended with more or less fighting with the Portuguese, the natives, or
both. In 1564, David Carlet attempted to trade with the negroes near El-

mina. The negroes, hired and instructed by the Portuguese, first secured

their confidence, and then betrayed Carlet, a merchant who accompanied
him, and twelve of his crew, to the Portuguese, as prisoners. This mode
of employing the negroes now became a common practice. In 1590, ‘““about
42" Englishmen were taken or slain, and their goods seized by the Portu-
guese and negroes combined at Portudal and Joal, on the coast of the Jaloffs.
Captains Rainolds and Dassel, who were there the next year, detected a
similar conspiracy against themselves, said by the chief conspirator to be
authorized by the king of Portugal. In 1588, the African Company was
incorporated.

The French, we have seen, profess to have been the first traders to the
coast of Guinea, and to have always retained their post at the Senegal.
Rainolds found in 1591, that they had been there more than thirty years,
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and were in good repute. The Spaniards, on the contrary, were detested :
and as for the Portuguese, ‘“most of them were banished men, or fugitives
from justice; men of the basest behaviour that he and the rest of the English
had ever seen of these nations.”

In 1578, the French were trading at Accra, on the Gold Coast.. The
negroes in the vicinity, at the 1nstigation of the Portuguese, destroyed the
town. There was then a standing offer, from the Portuguese to the negroes,
of 100 crowns for a Frenchman’s head. In 1582, the Portuguese sunk a
French ship, and made slaves of all the crew who escaped a watery grave.

There is no account of the Dutch, on this coast, till the voyage of Barent
Erickson in 1595. The Portuguese offered to reward the negroes, if they
would kill or betray him. They also oftered a reward of 100 florins for the
destruction of a Dutch ship. About the same time, a Dutch crew, with the
exception of one or two men, was massacred at Cape Coast. Of another
crew, three Dutchmen were betrayed by the negroes, and made slaves by
the Portuguese at Elmina. In 1599, the negroes near Elmina,.at the insti-
gation of the Portuguese, inveigled five Dutchmen into their power, behead-
ed them, and in a few hours made drinking cups of their skulls.

But the English and Dutch continued to crowd in, and the Portuguese,
who, after such atrocities, could not co-exist with them on the same coast,
were compelled to retire. In 1604, they were driven from all their factories
in what is now Liberia. Instead of leaving the country, however, they
retreated inland, established themselves there, intermarried with the natives,
and engaged in commerce between the more inland tribes and the traders
on the coast ; making it a special object to prevent the produce of the interior
from reaching the coast, except through their hands; and for this purpose,
they obstructed all efforts of others to explore the country. They traded
with the people on the Niger; and one of their mulatto descendants told
Villault, in 1666, that they traded along that river as far as Benin.* Their
posterity gradually became merged and lost among the negro population ;
but the obstruction of intercourse with the interior became the settled policy
of those tribes, and has done much to retard the growth of commerce in
Libera.

In other parts the Portuguese held possession some years longer. But
the Dutch took their fort at Elmina in 1637, and that at Axim in 1642;
after which they were soon expelled from the Gold and Ivory Coasts. Be-
fore 1666, they had given place to the Dutch at Cape Mount, and to the
English at Sierra Leone. In 1621, the English were trading in the Gambia,
and in 1664, built James Fort near its mouth. Here also the Portuguese
retired inland and mingled with the natives. Not many years since, some
of their descendants were still to be found. '

The influence of the English, Dutch, and French on the character of the
natives, was in some respects different from that of the Portuguese; but
whether it was on the whole any better, is 2 question of some difficulty.
Portuguese writers assert that the Dutch gained the favour of the negroes
by teaching them drunkenness and other vices; that they became absolute

~ pirates, and seized and held several places on the coast, to which they had

no fight but that of the strongest. _

The Dutch trade was, by law, exclusively in the hands of an incorporated
company, having authority to seize and confiscate to its own use, the_v'es-
sels and cargoes of private traders ‘found on the coast. These private

* As the Niger was then sypposed by Europeans to flow westward and disembogue
itself by the Senegal or Gambia, this statement was considered absurd ; but since the
discovery of the mouth of the Niger in Benin, there is reason fo suppose it true. It

ought to have led to an earlier discovery of the true course and outlet of that long myste-
rious river. |
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