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would bring up from the bottom its sand-banks and plains forming an extent There are fO}{ndnstel?eﬂfiteestgm};‘ll’?ef: n‘:‘aouzlt:;"iae f;)r:milmngoﬁ;ntthjn;(;?ttl:gte;;
of slightly-winding and unsheltered shore. The character of a coast will a broken g‘argmr?Lake Tza& i i C}:J!'IU'O' but' there. appears no. pro=
therefore depend very greatly upon its former history, before it become fixed. centrally betwee ] Y anb ke this verion, as
We have this contrast in the eastern and western sides of the Adriatic, or in 3 bablllly of a transverlsr, chain, str dg e ititla 0}- ythe « Mountains 0[‘,1[13
1he western and eastern sides of the British islands. These circumstances has hl:;herto had a place on maps, under th
are to some degree controlled by the eflects of partial volcanoes, or of power- 1 Moon. e | o hbae duste ihe: elévation: of - the oldest
ful wirids and currents. But on the whole, it may generally be inferred that : No geologica c;al;gisé t;l;eE lace extensively in this.continent, The
a long unbroken shore indicates that the last change on the land level was formations, am(;ealrf '3;, éluinea ‘*a“ dpot' s east;m fegions; abotind with gold,
one of elevation ; while a coast penetrated, broken, and defended by islands ; shores {)f lhe' ul of ( t imz e Baserad by II](J(JBI‘I,I R Ty
has received its conformation from being stopped in the process of subsiding. suggesting that their '3 Er  Good Hone. have been depressed to receive
The coast of Africa has over almost its whole circuit, that unbroken or ‘f extremities atdEgY{?t o 1o dé’:it": There nlm;z R Slll!:)h itstaboes::but
slightly indented outline which would arise from upheaval. 'The only con- | secondary and ter larzl rinp ik s e R
epicuous exception to this, is in the eastern region, neighboring on the the continent seems, f]l g beari; Mg e o, ST
Mozambique Channel, where the Portuguese and LhedArab possess l;]heladl- glrEﬂt C?}ﬂpﬂct mass ol land, g 8
vantage. so rare in Africa, of having at their command convenient and shel- ‘.__ the world. o8 : | s
tearl:s-d l‘::l)rls.:rbors. There are centres olg partial volcanic agency in the islands of | The valleys anf]_ P"‘i“lplces :;Eis?l}lt:h ﬁ&;‘iil}:z:; bjfntl?:ﬂgﬁa?);}’ ;23 ?;1]5];‘121{
’the Atlantic, north of the equator, and in the distant spots settled by Euro- currents wmch] uhz?lcu ate_ rn::;:L ks lhei]:ht MR A i ’hundred fect,
peans outside of Madagascar ; but this action has not, as in the Mediterranean summit of la? e , oun {:lmf}elued s {;trange hrojections by the surge, which
or Archipelago, modified the character of the continental shore. Jtis not is a rocky i mborn al“ sainst it. when it was at the level of the sea.
known that there exists any active volcano on the continent. ther foutheasters rougfll, agal ';ed iife i al i
Africa, therefore, if it could be seen on a great model of the world, would I'he present stale O Ol.tga]l]lnfiill olar resions, nor subjected to great varia-
offer little, comparatively, that was varied in outline or in aspect. There $ " cates 2 lfmd never cunnegsi‘ cnnlill:et;t A%néricll Ll e e
would be great tawny deserts, with scanty specks of dusky green, or threads . tions ol 1empe£atur8. fike Jto T (;ondition ;t s a Jand characterized by
of sombre verdure tracing out its scant and temporary -streams. = There =} temperature. (JUTI'E?I"O"; '“lg b BsEET sr; that vegetation has a pause,
would be forests concealing or embracing the mouths of rivers, with brown 1_; - plants, the ]e”ES Ol “’r“: lrin : All the piants of southern Africa are ever-
mountains here and there penetrating through them, but rarely presenting a walling fczr the Temg Dwsri)n ga-nimals such as the elephant and rhinoceros,
lofty wall to the sea. Interior plains would show some glittering lakes, greens. ['he large bro the% s ﬁ‘nd continuous subsistence in the con-
begirt by the jungle which they create. But it is a land nearly devoid of \?hmll cannot sloop 'i“ %a Argneri}:,a abounds with stags or deer—animals
winter, either temporary or permanent. Only one or two specks, near the : tinuous foliage of shrubs. O horn Aftica: Bas nones but 34 rich in
mouth of the Red Sea, and a short beaded line of the chain of Atlas, would throw havn_lg deciduous hOmSquhﬂT;mié -true or permanent horns, and which now
abroad the silver splendor of perpetual snow. It is the great want of Africa, B specles o{'.antelnpesa }"l,‘c s of heat and cold. Its fossil plants correspond
that sofew mountains have on their heads these supplies for summer streams. | here sustain greal varia mnthose Wilidl the country now bears. \
The sea-shore is generally low, except as influenced by Atlas, or the ) apparently In charactelf‘rm orv neculiar and interesting provinces of ancient
Abyssinian ranges, or the mountains of the southern extremity. There 13, . s f01SSll ZOO]Ong” CISY c?;,i‘:ions not greatly uncenformable to those of
not uncommonly, a flat swampy plain, bordering on the sea, where the rivers -, life. These have been In ‘E o o (resh-water seas have abounded
push out their deltas, or form lagoons by their conflict with the fierce surge su_'mlar phenomena even H(: 0} A ihatasterand office analogous
upon the shore. Generally at varying distances, there occur falls or rapids with new an'd _sti"allfge Ly pe ccurri“g with pr,ofusion in similar localities of the
in the great rivers, showing that they are descending from interior plains of | to the an_]phll?lous ?rms 0 i greqentalives of the secondary formations,
considerable elevation. The central regions seem, in fact, to form two, or present interior. 1 llljsse'ilaniall mlld i)evoniol‘l series, the upheaving of which
perhaps three great elevated platéaux or terraced plains, having waters col- rest chiefly on lh_(_a X l lucrominem its place and outline. Coal is found at
lected in their depressions, and joined by necks; such as are the prairies of : seems to have given -“eb' . Channel, but not hitherto known to be of
llinois, between the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi, or the llanos of South | Natal, near the Mozambiq ’
America between its great rivers. The southe:n one of these African plains ' value. _ i tas continue to offer, the most promising field
approaches close to the Atlantic near the Orange River. Starting there at the | Africa still offers, an ‘1:’11 i n%;velly certainly remains to be elicited there,
height of three thousand feet, it proceeds round the sources of the river, and - of botanical .discovery. ﬁ“ ding its way abroad. Natal is the region most
spreads centrally along by the lately visited, but long known lakes north of but it is very dl]aw")’l A nlore%l tor some time. Vegetable ivory hag been
the tropic. The equinoctial .portion of it is probably drained by the Zambeze iR aals sedulm:ls y] B}:l:; hard. useful timber abounds. Much _lumber of
and the Zaire, flowing in opposite directions. It appears to be continuous brought thence, and €1as l's, S r: 1o Europe from the western regions of the
as a neck westward of Kilmandjaro, the probable source of the Nile; till 1t 4 good and varied ChMaCLfr ;ms scientific inquiry been repelled by the deadly
spreads out into the vast space extending from Cape Verde to Suez, including continent ; but so gr?]al y ccies affording it are unknown, or doubtfully
in it the Niger and the Nile, the great desert, and the collections of waters - B climate, that even the Sp
forming Lake Tzad, and such others as there may be towards Fitre. guessed at. e south is brilliant, but not areatly useful. It affords
The mountains inclosing these spaces form a nearly continuous wall along | The vegetation n!' the SO o mountains, receding towards the northeast,
the eastern side of Africa. The snows of Atlas form small streams, trickling the type of that which colvers o near the equator. 'That which is of a more
down north and south; and, in the latter case, struggling almost in vain with until they reach perpetual sno
the tropical heats, in short courses towards the Desert of Sahara. " *
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