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Within the last twenty-five years, all the principal features of the geogra-
phy of our own vast interior regions have been accurately determined; the
great fields of Central Asia have been traversed in various directions [rom
Bokhara and the Oxus to the Chinese wall; the half known river systems
of South America have been explored and surveyed; the icy Continent
around the Southern Pole has been discovered; the North-Western passage,
ignus-fatuus of nearly two centuries is at Jast lound; the Dead Sea is stripped
of 1ts fabulous terrors, the coarse of the Niger is no longer a miyth, and the
sublime secret of the Nile is almost wrested from his keeping. ‘I'he Moun-
tains of the Moon, sought for through two thousand years, have been beheld
by a Caucassian eye; an Enaglish sieamer has ascended the Chadda to the
frontiers of the great Kingdom of Bornou; Leichardt and Sturt have pene-
trated the wilderness of Australia; the Russians have descended from Irk-
outsk to the mouth of the Amoor; the antiquated walls of Chinese prejudice
have been cracked and ave [ast tambling down,and the canvas screens which
surround Japan, have been cut by the sharp edge of American enterprise.
Such are the principal results of modern exploration,  'What quarter of a
century since the form of the earth and the boundaries of its land and water
were known, can exhibit such a list of achievements. '

Ot all the more recent schemnes of exploration, none approaches in inter-
est and importance the expedition to Central Alrica, which has now been
carried on for nearly six years under the combined patronage of the English
and Prussian governments. Notices of the progress of this expedition have
from titne to tiine appeared in our columns., Picce by piece, with long inter-

~vals between, the story of its difliculties, its dangers, its dzfeats aud suc-
cesses, has been transmitted across the Sahara, [rom whose further bourne
50 lew travellers return, and for a long time its final fate seemed to hang by
a thread which the slightest chance might snap. One alter one, the intrepid
explorers sickened and died, and when, a year ago, 1t was reported that Dr.
Barth, the last remaining member of the original company; had been mur-
dered in Timbuctoo, the world was almost ready to believe that the Central
Alrican secret was but a lure to tempt brave men to their destruction.
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) Bul the truth is, this expedition seems destined to become the lurning
Yours truly, in point in the history of African exploration. After much disaster, it is at
last success(ul beyond all expectation. On the:morning of the 8th of Sep-
tember, Dr. Barth landed at Marseilles precisely five years and nine months
after his departure from that port in 1819, on his way to ‘L'ripoli to join-Mr; "
Richardson, who had command of the expedition. The intervening period
contains a history of greater peril and privation, greater hazards, and more
i wonderful escapes, greater disappointments, and more complete triumphs,
: s . than has ever fallen to the lot of any Alrican traveller. As the return of
thirst for ex[ﬂ.oration _ Dr. Barth ‘may be looked upon as the termination of* the original expedi-
the outposts of biitbarive tion, notwithstanding Dr. Vogel still remains to attempt [urther discoveries,
hioiis uncand o b are stormed we proceed to give a brief outline of what it has accomplished.
I'he undertaking originated with Mr. James Richardson, who had pre-
viously explored the northern part of the Sahara, In the sumwmer of 1849,
lie received a commission from the British government to visit Central
Africa on a political and commercial mission. Drs. Barth and Overweg,
who were highly recommended by Humboldt, Ritter and Encle, volunteered
to accompany him, the former as antiquarian and philologist, the latler as
naturalist, on condition that the British government should defray their
€xpenses, ‘L'heir offer was accepted, and an appropriation of $4,000 made
for them, in addition to which they received $3,000 from the geographical
society of Berlin, the King of Prussia and other sources. The explorers

met at “Lripoli, where they were delayed some time for the purpose of
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