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wise of every land in christendom, will harmn_nions]y vie with each other in
e furtherance of this great benevolent enterprise. | Sy
Very few persons (if any) who are nfqumnled ‘with the history of Liberia,
will denv. that Divine Providence has from her incipiency up to a'ntl during
the in(:u'mhenry of my |‘1redvcvs.-:~'nr, gr'ziCIf}l{FIy pn:m'uled- a man suited to the
Limes, on every occasion for the administration of government, ,
We micht ecommence with the lamented Ashmun, a.m_l emfmernl_e 1I.he suc-
cessive Colonial Agents and governors up to the administration of '(Jm'ernr?r
Buchanan, and perhaps we will not find any considerable cm:trm]lc!lt?n to this
sesertion in any of their administrations. Gm'ernnr BI!C'IE}HHII SH('HIII]IS[I‘:'HIOHS
peculiarily marked a new era in the history of Liberaj its great lmeneﬁclu} re-
sults remain vet o be adequately ﬂl_ﬁt‘lﬁ?-t*ll' to the world: nor has that :”.-I his
worthy successor been less beneficial, for 1t markefl an era in LI[)E'IF'I‘H s his-
tory more interestingly conspicuous than that of his predecessor.  The first
colored governor that Liberia could boast ol; commencing his Hdlllllillﬁlrallf]n
too very soon after the several settlements had hv_Pn l':f‘lll'tf.il‘ﬂl‘EIIElL AE atltll.ln-
istrntion was watched with mueh solicitnde h_sf' l-;IhE'I‘IH’S |l‘llﬂlltlﬁ,.ﬂ!ll| we (ee]
a degree ol pride jnasserting, that Ihtj! !'F:-full of hlﬁ‘ﬁlx years :u‘hmm:-lrallml as
gu-t‘t‘;ﬁl‘llnl‘ of the Commonwealth of Liberia, was a firm conviction wrnnght on
the minds of Liberia’s friends abroad, that she possessed within hersell' gov-
erning as well as governable faculty.  In lact the success of the six yearsadmin-
istration immediately preceding the new orgamzation, :-nul lllh i_m'aple Siillﬁf'fic-
Aon it gave, was a part of the means f‘llllllll}‘t?t! by Divine .l ru\'uleuc? to bring
about a change of our political condition: and 1t was well for us that it was so;
for at this juncture, there was ajcombination ol circumstances that impelled
such a change; Liberia hatl reached a crisis in her histery, o hen her political
existence depended on lier launching out upon (to her) the untried ocean t.'f
nationality. and on her evineing after this step, that she possessed within
hersell, mental —moral—physical and pecuntary resources atlvquntvl_v 10
maintaining a healthy and honorahle state ol sovereign existenee. b.,lminin and
momentous was the time when Liberia sssumed and announced a position of
sovereignty; though many considerate friends America and Europe. as well
as Liberians, plamly saw the impelling causes 1o such a hﬁlt‘p,.}‘f'l:‘lllt‘}'
reasonably thought, the step rather premature, they were fearful ot a Lailure;
as it was, and is snil believed that the consequence of such a failure would be,
an aungmented degradation of our race lor centuries Lo come. -

But we find ourselves this day organized into a Republican form of gov-
ernment, of eight yvears existence, blessed with eivil and rvligir_nn?:.hhf-rt_\*,.mul
possessed of the confidence and respeet of nearly all the greal civilized alions
ol the earth; these facts at once answer the question, as to whether l:therlus
course has been progressive since her declaration of independence. They re-
spond aflirmatively, louder than words can possibly express it, that she has
had under the administration of my illustrious predecessor, a hopeful and
healthy growth commensurate with her eight year existence; so that the most

incredulons as to the capacity of our race have had to confess with reference
to this Christian Republic, that indeed, a luminary of hope and promise 10
Alrica’s sons bas risen in this distant Jand of darkness—a luminary wl-mse
course has hitherto been steadily upward, and which we trust will (f{)l{lllllle‘
to ascend with inereasing strength and lustre, unul it reaches the zenith (}I
s glory and sheds forth a flood of redeeming light upon and throughout this
benighted contiment. :

| have oltimes wondered from whence sprang the silly aspersion, o
the incapacity of the colored race for sell government. ” | Ila‘ve lrf'quenll}’
taxed my mind for a discovery of the instance upon which the stigma 18 hased.
Wilh the exception of our own, Hayti 1 believe is the only pm('(assed colored

.l

duced similar effzets among other nations, 1

agatust. the capacity of the colored
plied revolutions of the other o

their organizations, and method of governn
lnconirovertble proof of their possessing th
are olitimes constrained to admire the f;
rule their subjects, and the cheerful
specty rendered by subjects to their
cursed slave trade of by gone years, b
and which has '
soclal happiness, those very heathens would set
and governable disposition, by which sever
of the earth might be profited.

heulhenia:m, what earthly mind
that awaits this christian Re
partaken of our civilization and christianity —

fect le#:re_l and flow in one common channel w
and religiously.

congratulating ourselves at the
also in briefty alluding to wl
Lo be, it is no p |
of danger,

her Iliil'lll.)lli” glory, or that there may he he
and patriotie etfort on the part ol any cit
cherigshed desives. |

with the fact, that

L ]
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e that, that unfortinate countrv
i dethronements, but these

civilized and independent government, [t is tr

has been repeatealy convalsed by revolutions
were netther resucted nor peculiar to hep

ol ol Alrvican descent. b:
eliacte. among ol ‘ Alric sceils bat purely
I'he Southe American States almost without exception have heen

eqially prolific in civil wars and revolutions, in fact we can even trace them
into highly civilized lurope, and as not nnlrequently occurring amons SOme
of the most refined nations of thay enlightened continent: nop .
Albion have been exempred (rom then, for so Loy
suceeeded the seventeenth century it the I

the basis of that righteousness which ex
root i that country,

Catlcassiall.,

would proud
i space as tha: which has
‘otestant fanth (which constitites
by e alts rll. nation) had not tiken so deep
4 nustake noty the sama2 canse is 2 aSs|

for I.II.E almost unparalleled success witl whi:'h tluj ::1I:rtl';‘¢::::?:flz1:T :li-Ilt:j f‘:ls?‘l‘\'lg“'t::l
A_mvrlm have been crowned. ‘['he pure seed ol the prnlv:-.:l.u;lt‘l' :illlh Wi H -I
ried over—oplanted and nurtured by the early settlers: and as Is wvﬁll I'};::*l-
a revival of evangelical religion commenced in that i about the mi:; ] I:'
the eighteenth century, whicl Rept pace with the gradual exmn*" 11'8'”
settlements, east, west, north and ol ¢ el o

southy and by which the pure prine

IR e . ; * > pure principles of

the protestant faith, became disseminated an:l o some extent, aloned (really
[ La! i

h‘_v some; and professedly by others) as a basis of mdividual-—:pecial an 1 n;

tional rectitude, and which after all that can be said to the {IIIIIH'E:I";". ‘Im:{: h:.ltl.‘
tl:e_ceulenung and preservative principle of that confederation: au}l‘ﬂ-‘- | -l-"”;‘
which, Hayl!,‘iu common with some other Fovernments to wh.ir'h -llluI i ha
been made, lailed in demonstrating an equal capacity for ve
surely the civil wars of Havlti, are 1o more |

ston has
sell” government; and
' an-argument (iF as much so)
race lor sell government, than the mulu-
_ overnments alluded, to, are acainst that ol
caucassian race. | o e R
I we imparti: : 1o '

partially look at the aboricines of this land, and ecarefully stuly
ienty, we cannot avorud tliscnverin'-_;'

A faelen]lfﬂ]ls of a great nation, Ve
acility with which most of the chiels

and ofttimes dignified obe lience and re-

chiefs and the laws; and but for the ace

| y which they have been greatly corruptel,
contributed so mueh to the subversion of their domestie and

a pattern of governing wlent
al of the proud ‘civilized nations

Il these elements are so adimi ' ! .
_ are so adi g | !
admirably manifest in the aborigines while yet in

can adequately picture the great nati

! onal glory,
pablic, when these aborirines sl Story
Y 2se aborigmes shall have Ill“_V

whes llley are raiseld to a pHr=
ith us —socially—politically

Fellow Citizens :—

In thus glancing over some of the incidents in the history of Liberia and

Wppy 1ssug ol our elforts thus far, as

at we believe the futre prospect ol Liberia

art ol my purpose to inculate the idea, that Liberia is now out

that she can now move on without diTiculty towards the zenith of

encelorth a relaxation of judicions
) the | zen for the consummation of ong
S0 far rom this as that | feel solemaly impressed this day

our state 1s stll in infancy, and that geeater diliculiies
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