v
"

i
— .

el v—

.

:}u"" i

356 MARYLAND COLONIZATION JOURNAL.

-

MARYLAND COLONIZATION JOURNAL.

L o
- =

¥ | race, believe me, Sir, rﬁy good reputation is as dear to me as that of any

. ; man of any other race. R ; :
A4 (LS «In your remarks on Liberia, in the article referred to, viz: ‘The

Slave-trade in 1858, you revive, 1n rt_rf'erencg to me, a Most cruel and
malicious slander, originated and published by Dr. Ba::on in_the New
York Day Book; July, 1848. You say there tha_t ‘he,” Dr. Bacon, in
1837, ‘found Roberts, now known as the lztte President of the R*ep)uhhc
of Liberia; acting as the agent and factor of the great slave-trader Pedro
Blanco.” ‘Roberts was employed in purchasing condemned vessels at
Sierra Leone, for Blanco’s use, as slavers.’ ‘We have not space for the
details of the scheme by which condemned }ressels at 'Slerra Leone—
which could not be purchased by the English agent of Pedro Blanco,
nor by Spaniards, 1n person—were bought by Roberts, removed under
the American or the Liberiar flag, and subseql_lent]y transferrt:'d, ttu-ough
a third person, to Blanco, at lns great establishment at Gallznas. ‘Dr.
Bacon kept his eye on one vessel—the slave scbnoner, which _Roberls
christened the Monrovia, and which, after ly.mg idle ull attention was
supposed to be diverted from it, was laden with slaves from Gallinas for
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From the African Repository.

LIBERIA PORT REGULATIONS.

~IFrom the Annual Report of Foreign Commerce, recently transmitted
to Congress by the Secretary of State, a’ document of great interest to
those engaged 1n foreign trade, we extract the following passages from
an official dispatch of Consul John J. Forney, resident of Monrovia:

It 18 my opinion, that the laws of Navigation and Commerce of Li-
b.crla are conceived in the most liberal spirit, and as most of the provi-
sions, viz: flour, hams, bacon, &c. &ec.. and lumber, tobacco, rum, powder,
and much of the cotton goods imported into this country, are from the
United States, it would appear desirable that the same liberal spirit should

be rqanifesled on the part of the Government of the United States, with
all rlghtf'ul and legal encouragement to this trade.”’
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REGuULATIONS FOR THE PorTs oF THE REPUBLIC oF LIBERIA.
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Thus, Sir, in plain, undisguised language, and in as few words as

citizens of Liberia, Foreign Missionaries, and Consuls, to the effect that
they had known Mr, Roberts long and well, and that he had never, 1o
their knowledge, been directly or indirectly engaged or interested 1n thfz
slave trade. This we deem entirely supererogatory, and therefore omit

thEm-—-Ed- Jwri

¢ T

ﬁ : i _ : ART. 1. The lawful commerce of all nations is on an equal footing in
i ;; ri | Havana, wl.*nere _she_ arrived under;anotl}e:i' nz:]m;}. b sl gl 2 g the ports of Phe Repul__}h_c. _ e
it ﬁ 3 b s “Now, Sir, this 1s all very specious 1ndee r‘_"ﬁ *P’ 1 Blan,cn b ART. 2. Vessels arrving in harbor aften: sunset are bound to show their
dien 8 e R story of slave-trad? cnmpltcn:y on my part wit edro ’l ; hy colors on the following morning after daylight, under a penalty of twenty-
Yy 1 g other slave-trader, is wholly false. 1 never in my hie saw or had the - five dollars. It is not permitted to fire in the harbor.after sunset with
sl Bissk slightest correspondenge with Pedro Blanco, or any one e_lse in his name cannon, muskets, pistols, or other fire-arms, under a penalty of five
s 5 Myt e or behalf. I never visited Pedro Blal_lco_’s s}ave establrs]gment. or any ; dollars for each offence.
e g i other, except for the purpose of demolishing 1t. I never, in (rivz_? n*]spect & Arr. 3. It shall be the duty of the Collector of Customs to board
i ; 0 e whatever, acted as agent or fﬂCt_m' for PC’@FO Blanco, or any other %,ﬂve' E every foreign vessel anchoring within the limits of his port, before such
AN trader. 1 was never employed 1n purchasing condemned vessels at Sierra ‘. vessel has had any communication with the shore.
g R Leone or elsewhere, for the use of _Bl:.mco or any other slave-trader l. '_ No boats shall be allowed to board vessels entering the harbor, until
o i LR did purchase at Sierra Leone—I think m 1837, a'.‘_‘] the ‘5’"]_.‘.'r purchase of / the Port Officer’s boat has taken cognizance of the same; and all persons
i S a vessel I was ever concerned in at that place—a schooner for the trudylg % violating this regulation shall be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred
i i firm of which I was a partner, to supply the place of one we had, a few 5 dollars, at the discretion of the President of the Republic, or the Vice
0 C /A Y weeks before, lost by shipwreck, and which newly Rurchased_ schponer : President during the inability or absence of the President.
i ! :'-: we ‘christened the Monroria,’-and had her employed for some time 1n the Anid ATl fbreign vessels coming to anchor in any port or harbor of
1Y i coasting trade, when it was concluded to sell her, and procure another : this Republic, shall pay an anchorage and lighthouse duty of fifteen
x ‘i better suited to our purpose. She was .acc?rdmgly sold to a gentl:.m'ln)an: dollars; vessels shall be compelled to pay lighthouse duty_at ports nn!y
B i i as far as we knew, wholly unconrected with the slave trade. Dubse- where there is a light established and kept up; and when a vessel has paid
4 i | quently, however, this said vessel, without any agency Whatever on my the lawful anchorage at any one port, she shall not be held hable to pay
{foyll | s part, fell into the hands, I believe, of Pedro Blanco. Whether or no she ; such anchorage at any other port of the Republic during the same
ﬁ ? !ri conveyed slaves to the Havana, I posttively have no knowledge. : voyage.

Art. 5. The master of any vessel anchoring in the ports of this Re-

R

L E | i possible, I have stated what 1 beg to offer in vindication of my reputation | bublic shall, within' twenty-four hours from' the time of his A hehiE,
;’! ; it from cruel calumnies which have been circulated concermng me. If you .I enter his vessel at the Custom House, by exhibiting his register, or other
DI ! | will be good enough to give 'his. statement a place 1n your extens_we].}’-_ 2 documents in lieu thereof, together with the clearance and other papers
Y TR read journal, you will confer a favor on one who knows of no period-1u granted by the officers of the Customs at her departure from the port
fl FIE | his life when, for a single moment, his decided abhorrence of the slave- from which she may have arrived. He shall, on the entry of his vessel,
3 t f trade has suffered the shightest abatement, exhibit to the Collector a correct manifest of the cargo on board of his
o | e “And that one 1s, your obedient, humble servant, ; vessel, furnish the Collector a copy of such manifest subscribed by the
1 (Signed,) J. J. RoBERTs. master, and certified by an oath to be administered by the Collector.

;e 'T | Nore.—Appended to the above, appear certificates of the prominent Art. 6. No goods or merchandise shall be landed from any vessel or

boat, without a permit, to be obtained therefore from the Collector of the
port where such goods are to be landed, under a penalty of twenty-five
dollars, to be recovered from the master, and forfeiture of the goods so
landed in cach and every case. And no goods, wares or merchandize,
shall be landed from any vessel before the hour of 6 o’clock 1n the
morning, nor after 6 o’clock post meridian.
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