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Ny g -

have any peace, any quiet, any repose, from this eternal ding-dong on the

negro question.

I would ask, have not the Northern Conferences of this Church, has
not the General Conference, have not the Northern papers of the Church,
agitated this negro question long enough? They divided the Church in
1844, and by that act became pioneers to the other religious denomina-
tions who have followed their example. They have done much to weaken
the Confederacy; do they intend to persevere till they can rear their
standard of negro equality upon the ruins of a once powerful and happy
Union, and say—*‘tkese be thy trophies and this thy mission, O Methodism !
and here we proclaim an eternal end to all civil power ?” |

1 speak thus earnestly because I love Methodism; because I have en-
Joyed so many blessings in that ‘Church, and because I have a sainted
mother who worshipped in that Church and has gone to heaven. Let
that Church in Maryland drop this negro question, and conform her rules
and polity to the civil authority of the State; then she will be at peace;
then she will prosper and become a blessing to all.

What religious or moral end does this Church expect to accomplish
upon the negro race in our country, could they succeed in freeing all the
slaves? Does not the negro membership in the Philadelphia Conference
speak volumes on this point? This Conference lies partly in Pennsyl-
vania, and includes the eight Eastern Shore counties of Maryland—one a
free state, the other a slave State. By the minutes of that Conference for
1858, they have only two negro members in the South Philadelphia Dis-
trict! In the Snow Hill District they have 3,806 negro members! Com-
ment 1s unnecessary. lIn KEaston District there are 3,000 negro mem-
bers!  Would they set our slaves free, that they may sink down to the
miserable condition of free negroes in Philadelphia? Take off from the
negro the discipline and moral restraints of slavery, and they have inva-
rtably gone back into vice, indolence and heathenism. Our own free
negroes in Maryland furnish conclusive proofs on this point; but the con-
dition of Jamaica and Hayti stand out as warcing monuments to such
madness and folly. '

Sir, for the last few years much concemnn has heen felt in Maryland lest
the Pope of Rome, through the ministry and membership of that Church,
would seek a controlling influence over the civil affairs of our country. I am
opposed to all ecclesiastical domination over the civil power of the State,
whether the claim is set up in the name of the Pope, or of the Methodist
Church in New York, or any other religious denomination in our country.

Maryland 1s a sovereign State, and 1s entitled to manage her own interests

in her own way. Nor am I aware that she has sought the intervention
of any religious body, or acknowledged her incapacity for self-government.
Unul that is the case, I would respectfully ask—what right the New
York Advocate—or any other Advocate outside of the State—has to
meddle with any question of municipal police that may present itself to
our people for their decision ?

But this 1s not the first time, by many, that New York Methodists have
sought an influence in our State. During the last year one hundred and

fourteen ““Ministers of the Black River Conference of the Methodist E pis-
copal Church” in Nev{f York addressed a petition to Gov. Hicks, of this
State, for the pardon of Sam Green, a negro preacher, who is now in the
Penitentiary for ten years, for acting as agent of the underground railroad
in Dorchester county, who knew Sam, and who was familiar with all the
facts, their prayer was unheeded and Sam is still safe. But that all the
facts may be known, I send to the Clerk a copy of the “American Eagle,"”
a paper published in Cambridge, which I hope he will read. ,

Nor 1s this the last of New York interests in our behalf After all this

" occurred in Dorchester county,

“and Murray

eports for the following month of November, in the same yea;, 4(:.)nmore
slal,)ves stolen from that same county, and sent on to Canada. 1 will now

] ' om that abolition paper:®
ead the clip, now before me, from . |
: “THE ‘Upr;DERGROUNn'RMLRnAD.’—The New York Tribune contains

o that for the month ending the 20th of November no less

?h;eIF ?J:t;}jg:z;nﬁlgitive slaves were sent to Canada from the United States.
Among them were the following from Cambridge, Maryland: L

Wm. Griffin, Henry Moore, James Camper, Noah Enne Sﬁ seven
Parker, Daniel Stanly, Nat. Amby, Wm. Scott, _Han_flah Peters, cnrle{.ta
Dobson, Elizabeth Ambly, Josiah Stmﬂ_y, (?amhpe btanlx, Daniel gtan Ys
Jr.. Aaron Cornish and wife, with their six children; Solomon, eorgﬁ
An’t}mny, Joseph, Edward, James, Perry Lake and a nameless bablsl,-a:
very likely; Kit Antony and wife Leah, and three children, Adam, .—Jily |
' s Joseph Hill and wife i&‘!lc}e, and their son Henry; Joseph's
] sh on and George Laght. :
Blsff'fhg%:lfjei}; ]a:.)]::;mfrom P'urtstiuulh,g Virginia, the following: Stebne_?:
Swan, John Stinger, Robert Emmerson, Anthony Pugh and _Isabe}lﬂa.

Thus Maryland has been despoiled of her property, and her rights have

" been trampled upon with impunity. And when our people mee;l togel.hzr
to consult on the proper measures of redress, we are abused, and taunted,

and villified by papers published in other States, whose interests and 5375111-
pathies are all foreign to ours, and who have no more right to meddle
with us 1n any way than the people of I&am_sclm{ku have _$'196,9121'\n: as
pa,id by the New England Abolition Society, and the British Abulit}on
A : b ::
Association of KExeter Hall,,con_]qmt_'ly, during the year lbaﬁ.écc?:*ttmt}
to thelr anniversary report, made 1n May, 1857 : and [‘homaﬁsq‘ larmg 6P9
Wilmington, Delaware, showed by his books where he had stolen 2,00
of our slaves, and so came in for his shar-e.of the money. \ ‘
This negro loving, negro stealing, abolition devol.:ml} to thl.% ear negm(j
is reduced to a perf'ect system of' the most prnpr}nclpled, mhyman an
knavish money-making enterprise ever start_(;ad in this country. 1I‘hi3re ar(el
travelling agents all thruugh the Southern Zta(t;s,_th 11'ed1-qg3‘afdy EF]aIOf‘
or ¢ : ' 1stinguished 1ndividu
for every slave they can steal from us. . ' i |
New erk was lately in close consultation with afconienr_}ce of New
York Methodists, and has recently gone to LOFdhqn for qertam'[!;lur]msw.
: 30! ] et the ohject 0 1S Mission. at same
It requires no_golomon to interpret t ject _ I s
artal irati ' nection with polmca. events 1n
entleman has certain aspirations 1n con : ! )
%860 Are we, 1n Mﬂry]and. to be ﬂoodecil_ with the substan;ml fruits of
his present visit to monarchial England during the next your L
This gentleman has made the discovery that there are ?11_1 y e
slaveholders in the Union, and he assumes landhp]rgdicaterse ii;?;ﬁe?n
] ot slaveholders, a
upon that assumption, that all others, n ; | s
tlFe abolition of that institution. By ]the samed pa;u:z :If'dri?z?:ﬁzgts 2
) t so many lawyers, docto .
: mlght saY that there are no R
' ' therefore all who are no :
the Union as there arvre sla.ve.holders, : w |
lawyers and merchants are interested IE the_ abolllluoél tht]l;;sfh::-ei?gl
L . [ ] . ] 1 t' e Ou
biect is to array the South against
i ks 1t1 ] H ful t d that speech to
' ) s careful to sen P
in this false and fictitious 1ssue. e wa L0 8
all of the Methodist preachers; fo:; onc—i of tl;]{;:l::}&wmtu;(g;pr;yﬂehnt:u::, }:’;r;la
i ' exhibiting a 4
frank enough to inform me of that fact by : i
] ] of my conscience and wny
In saving what I have, I have the_approva ce
judgmez’n. g If 1 have been too frank 1n the utterance of t;;'utll:, it lsta.sit::;litj
for which I shall be slow to repent. If T have wo??des' -tlei ,.]nl:: pEha
bilities of any one, none can lament 1thore t}i?n mys:tr.i i :;ld Ay
‘ me live a p
to mv Grod, and true to my State. et : AR
t'ian.y 1 sha?ll not envy the success of those who aim at less worthy objec
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