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for Africa. God, I believe, is preparing his way before Him. The har-
vest begins to ripen, and the slumber of ages will soon be broken, and
those beams of light that now so refresh our hopes will expand and spread
through the heavens until they be lost in the splendors of an eternal day!”

These stirring words of Mr. Frelinghuysen, uttered twenty-six years
ago, when the prospects of the cause to most minds were darker than
ever before or since, are worthy of a repetition at this day and on this
occasion. 1 have taken the liberty to recite them, because they turn our
thoughts, with so much satisfaction and hope, from all that 1s dark and

and letters from Pheenicia to Greece, from Greece to Rome, from Rome fearful at home to the results of our labors, as now seen 1n the Republic
to Britain, from Britain to America; and what more reasonable, what | of Liberia. In that well-organized, not unwisely governed Christian
more probable than that this ereat civilizer should be found to 1; h State, with her twelve thousand enlightened colonists, and exerting more
o encp o oir:ted to ontr ﬁrtsg and laws and relicion. from A ?,t : or less influence for good over some two hundred thousand natives, we
bgni gte(? ij&frica. and thug combplete the circle ? 6 R have convincing evidence that the scheme of African colonization 1s
Hg What a :aa.rs 50 naturalpand robable gls an inference from th destined, under God. to be a most eflicient 1nstrumentality in the civiliza-
facts.of historpphas i sl mgasure deronstratad Aft_om else tion of Africa; nay, in view of the actual failure of all other means used
nization 18 no lyon er a mere aEstract theor Fort ear; 5 rlcanfco . for the purpose for hundreds of years, it is hardly too much to say that
this Socilety was goncerned 1t was re arde)cgl' and u ):iyt k ittt this scheme will accomplish more than all others combined. The problem
mezlt' andy for vears the : rooress wgag so slow ar:]dersjc e andeergl-l- is thus being demonstrated, that, whatever 1s to be the future of our own
hat th 4 1p > ] b bt Republic, American slavery will be the instrument of the regeneration of
t ?t']t e enlﬁrprlse{'\?as at length almost, by common consent, pronounced . Aliin Hlere then. io.a work to bedone ofiviet maguitude. -The pasi:
/ r o . » s , y I : ' g
ze::nl:;i:ad e zgzvzr;;iﬁ;fﬁf;f;:;ﬂad:a“fﬁr?ﬂl ed v ab?nd]o Ak am}. i tion, extent, population, and resources of that continent give to our cause
Ing d ' ) B o o A e AN an importance which should stimulate us to go forward with new zeal 1n
thing better—and sought 1ts destruction. But here and there a voice was Fl perenat st n e ap Moing dood
heard to say, ‘“ Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it.”” One such voice Our pen sy 1 ‘ L yone Pl S
was that of the Hon. Theodore I'relinghuysen, who, on the 20th of Janu- But in regard to our own counsry,.on 5. . y
' el R vt Dol ; eiudiced, reflecting mind. It is this: the highest welfare of all con-
ary, 1834, at the annual meeting of the Society in the Hall of the House it i leu lods s thegensla.véd s Pt thie Thae L dependent Wpon the
of' Representatives, spok : ' cerned, no less for the ‘ : : |
¢ \,5@ have the’allﬁm:t?ns lesl?l:::nce that: ‘the. Col 1 1. s harmony and perpetuity of our National Union. Would: that. we all, as
Soclety has prospered beyog;ld le example Tzs B,?] Oiﬂll};l;]tlilzitsn thfxvl: individuals and as a people, might have discernment to see it, indepen-
& . b ™ a ‘| L & [ ] '
collected the prominent incidents connected with the colony planted at dence to say it, and integrity and patriotism to act accordingly! The
Jamestown,Va., in Mavy, 1607." It th 1sted of hi dylgl general excitement occasioned by the lawless and atrocious invasion at
which numi)er .l;efbre lbyt: tem}; v of tﬁntconsw B ;oge L:ln reﬁf})ersons, Harper’s Ferry, has doubtless had an unfavorable influence on the opera-
after to thirty-eight whg:l 5 re'l ? < iearfwas l}? uje dto dty' v tions of our society, especially in the Southern portion of the country.
arri 00 o seae s rene A O ONRL ARG Rac, (BTG, TWeY At the North, however, it has had the effect to force upon sume minds the
arrived. In 1609 a further addition of one hundred and hfty persons was ’ ’

It is just forty years next Saturday since the first emigrants embarkeg
for Africa under the auspice8 of this Society. The man who owned the
gallant ship ¢ Elizabeth,” in which they took passage, (E. Morewood, Esq,
of Connecticut,) still lives, and 1s a warm friend and supporter of the
cause. And, notwithstanding the conflicting elements and adverse infly.
ences we so sensibly feel and deplore, there are two sources from which
we may derive encouragement and confident expectation for the future,

I. Colonization seems to have been (rod’s chosen instrumentality to
civilize the nations of the earth. It was colonization which carried artg
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made, and the colony then amounted to five hundred souls. But by impru-
dence, extravagance and dissipation they were reduced in six months to
sixty persons. In 1611 the colony had increased to two hundred ; in 1622

practical question, What is to become of the free negro? They see a
movement at the South to enslave or expel him, and at the North, State
legislation against his approach—as in Kansas and Oregon—Ohio even

] ' : : ' ] Michigan, if recent report has
1t had become still more populous, when it was attacked by the Indians, excluding him from her public schools, and =i :

and three hundred and fg)rtg-seven men, women and chi]cblrrer]l werel de- 5 not misinformed us, not suffering him to preahch w1l:hou3 mmllr:lmga?dcfrezg
stroyed. The company which had been chartered was dissolved, and the : alty b Such f'alcl:?. a}re Teut ad?tptctt]h 5 fnp 35]0;180?3 t?feazlavc; Uan diu e
colony taken into the hands of the King, ovec e e good men in their hot haste after the Ireed , ic}

tion gf’ the Crown. In 1624 t}ig ca;‘;ust?;(cll f}f‘iﬂ;yec}kg:;f t_;;i ;'6] %O%Fz::;i_ will probably multiply rather than diminsh to rebuke the fanaticism of

ling had been expended in planting the colony, and more than nine thousand ' these times.
persons had been sent from Europe to people it; and yet, at the end of ' i

seventeen years, the population was reduced to eighteen hundred persons! From the Baltimore Exchange of February 23d, 1860.
While Liberia, with no governmental patronage, and without royal smiles THE NEGRO QUESTION.

or favor, and against wind and tide, against scorn and prejudice, in twelve : :
)8 RreIRGIos, 0tk Mzssgs. Eprrors—Will you give place in T'he Hxchange to the voice of a private

brief years enrolls about three hundred souls. St ibert :
: . otll we l Libena s : : : : :
1s a hindrance to freedom. Sir, the cause of human ]ibeertw?lr g ejr been citizen, on the subject of the bills relating to the free black population of: $his Hiate,

: Lk b AL TR now under discussion before the Legislature?

%Eze“?f:g;?ia;ly ple_ad. b‘he.sta_nds e beacon-light f'or_ the W hole earth. During the twenty years that I have enjoyed a citizen’s p.rivileges, there has been

g nations are turning their eyes towards the illuminated spot, perhaps no subject that, as a citizen of Maryland, has interested me more constantly
and as they gaze upon its moral beauties, bright hopes, unfelt before, spring and deeply than the slavery question. I was born and have passed my life in this
up 1n the llea!'t that man’s universal redemption 1s sure. Like the Star in - State. Slaves have been held in my own family, and are held by many of my inti-
the East, which announced the Saviour to the astonished Magi: 1t puints mate friends and neighbors; I may, therefore, presume to as mtu_nate a knowlﬁdge
to the advent of the same Redeemer, comin g in the power of his spirit to of the subject as a life-time familiarly with, and study of it, can give. I have been

roll away the darkness of a thousand generations. Yes, sir, there is hope
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Maryland Historical Society

The Maryland State Colonization Society Papers

X1l. Newspapers
A, Maryland Colonization Journal

2. June 1841 (n.s. I, 1)--May 1861 (n.s. X, 24)

1860




