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vessel engaged in honest commerce, that detention and search shall be re- would be discharged at the first port. Slavers, in such ecire t
garded as a wrong, and the British government shall pay the actual usually pursue the same course : ¥ umstances,

for the same reaso ' :

L . L] - ] . 2 nl In t

damages caused by it. The DBritish government has long conceded its device for escaping punishment was unsuccessful. The M})n:;‘ca?e, t}na

oblication to pay the actual damages 1n such cases, and has often paid delivered her: despatches, anticipating the result l;arl pl'ocee{ieiic’dilailtl;ﬁ
[ . , ‘G;

them. The latest case of this kind 1s that of the Jekossee, and the latest to St. Helena, arriving before the Pluto and her Il Wh
document is the letter of Secretary Cass to the owners, informing them of the Orion were dis‘charged, the United StatespCl?)?.q 1 d i t]:]D qfﬁcers
that the British government were ready to pay the actual damages, as of the authorities of St. Helena as fucitives from  iu ::311 (%-Ean ed them
soon as ascertained, and calling for proof of their amount. All that hin- ' rested, delivered up, and sent to Bost?:m for trial c']onsvlizf;ed 13}' N
ders any British cruiser from visiting and sem-c‘hing every vessel under the to fine and imprisonment for serving voluntary :}n boird O,fan ]'Se:]te”c?d
American flag 1s this liability to pay damages, if the vessel proves to be an order to secure this conviction, it was necessary to delay th il dl‘ e'r].l £
honest one. That risk is in no case very great, and 1n most cases, noth-. Secretary of State could cbtain from the British ové‘;n s t;]?h e
ing. Geenerally, almost universally, an American trader will gladly receive dance of two witnesses who were present at the %a tur;n enIf‘ 'l}e' m;,mli
a visit from a British lieutenant, who will come on board like a gentleman, been indicted for the higher crime committed in thg Con-c-o 1 lﬁ:y li1
and civilly request a sight of the vessel’s papers and cargo, and will readi- might, perhaps, have escaped conviction, for want of proof otf}'th:i‘:-m, t Y
ly give him all the information he asks. It1s only when he comes by al participation 1nit. This case differs from others only 1n the prlst}:m-
British authority, and makes demands, and threatens, that there are objec- the Mystic first set the Pluto to watch the Orion, and ythe fact d}c ’ t}:at
tions to his “visit.””  The search and detention have been so mismanaged officers, after their discharge by the British crt::iser 1;.'|hr¢:.=1*-¢=,~ml3 : tla}'; 3
in some cases, as to make the Britsh government liable for damages to the punishment. In all other respects 1t was like all oth:gr cases nf'{);:l'g i
amount of some thousands of dollars. In one case, eleven thousand dol- occurrence. It is not true, therefore, that the American flae ac(: ]l]Equerzt
lars was paid without controversy, and some thousands more after contro- tects slavers from capture by British cruisers. * Sl
versy. But the actual damage never need be great, and commonly is But, as we have seen, if Great Britain would only enforce her rights
nothing, or so little that nothing is said about it. Briush cruisers habitu- there would be no slave-trade on the ocean for the American or an glllwt'-
ally disregard it and “visit”’ suspected vessels freely, notwithstanding any flag to cover. Why does she not enforce them? We are not bgund to
flag they miay choose to display. The slaver Storm King, lately c?ptured answer this question; nor can we be reasonabl y expected to know all the
by the San Jacinto and brought into Monrovia, with more than six hun- secret reasons of her policy. Doubtless her rulers honestly desive the
dred slaves on board, had been “visited” three times by a British cruiser sup_pression of the slave-trade, and are using, in good faith, the me:ins
on her outward voyage. As for the capture of vessels under the Amen- which they have been induced to l'e'gard as wisest for thatz end. We
can flag, when found with slaves on board, take the late well-known case ~ may, however, mention several British interests which might be uz;f'avar-
of the Orion, for example. ably affected by the use of the most effectual means. ;i
The Orion cleared at New York, and was seized on her outward voy- The British government may well desire to avoid a war with
age, and sent home by an American cruiser, on suspicion ot being engaged the enforcement of her treaties, not only from a humane unwillingness to
in-the slave trade. The evidence was found insufficient to condemn her. ~ ncur the evils of war, or to inflict them on any nation, but also tlziwclause
On her discharge she returned to the coast. She was boarded by the the indebtedness of Spain to British subjects is enormous, and in case of
UJ. S. steamer Mystic. The boarding officers found suspicious circum- any serious calamity to Spain, and especially in case of a war with Great
stances, but not enough, they thought, to secure her condemnation. Thﬁe Brltafn, the pecuniary loss of British cl‘ed'itm's, hy the depreciation O{'.
captain sald he was bound to the Congo river for palm-oil, and that 111'3 Spanish securities, would be immense. T'he holders of these securities
crew were sick, and he needed assistance to enter the river. The Mystwc have a deep interest in every thing that is profitable to Spain, or to Cuba
granted the desired assistance, and then stationed herself near the mouth her dependency. They form a powerful body, under temptation to désive
of the river, to watch her movements. Being ordered to Loanda to carry the continuance of the slave trade, and, witk good reason, averse to the
despatches, the Mystic engaged the British steamer Pluto to watch the use of the last resource of nations for its suppression,
Orion. The Pluto, in a few hours, steamed off out of sight. The Orion, - :
supposing the cnast now clear, took in'nearly nine hundred slaves, and set ) “’(\311‘ Rgl{grt C:-.unp_hell, an inte]_ligent cnlorcfil citizen of Philadelphia, and ‘““one of
sall. The Pluto, having kept out of sight just long enough for her TUSC to ]i:l-‘mdﬂzllgl:;s:fl‘ﬂslif:rs of the Niger Valley Exploring Pur‘ty,“ has, since his return, pub-
; : _ : ; - : a atement of some of his observations. The pamphlet has come int
operate, pursued, and in a short time overtook her, with the American hands since this article was put in type. The party lel’tII-ulrnq on its retur n ?Fr
ﬂag ﬂyihg, made a prize of her without ceremony, and took her tO_ St. British Royal Mail Steamship “Atheniﬂn,”. April 10, and ﬂl‘l'{:.'gdhilt Lilve:;olcl}inﬁl:::' l‘lﬁe
Helena., After escape had become evidently impossible_, her Amerl_can i1_8601. }ﬂuching at Sierra Leone and elsewhere on the way. We copy one paraérapﬂ
flag and papers were thrown over board, and she appeared without nation- rﬁ’fl&“i,ﬁi‘;éﬁ%“:‘_c SA A la e Alaver TR
ali'ﬁ.Y_ : Accor_ding to the ﬁ.rst accounts, this was done b_y the ad?‘f:e of the ship Triton.. The officers and (:T*gws, To(;iréisfi'gligolf nﬂ?&itiﬁiﬂ? ;el::g{::se 13:1_121!\11{,1&8 tsﬁr?t;
British boardmg-ofﬁcel‘, after coming on hoard, and betore dec]ar}ng_ her a , hherty_, to be disposed of by the Spanish Consul as distressed seamen. They were as
prize. According to the statement which appears most authentic, 1t was such, forwarded in the same ship with us to Teneriffe, the nearest Spanish port. No

. S : , : wonder that the slave F P - R e e
done in his SIgllt, just hefore he came o -hoard. It was.dnne,. hecanse, if he slave trade should be so difficult to suppress when no punishment awaits

such wretches. What secamp would fear to < ice 1

_ ) : | : at sc i embark in such an enterprise if only a d
‘ : Ny R L - . ‘ L : : 2 < and ﬁ“, g s p' , ‘ - p S y assure

she had been taken with the American Hd and papers, the Slllp that there was no personal risk; that he had only to destroy the ship’s flag and papers

on board must be delivered to the American squadron, who would have on the approach of a cruiser, not only to shield himself and his crew from the conse-
landed the l'ecaptives at Monrovia, and sent the ship, officers, and crew to ﬂ::encgs of t]:mr crime, but to reccive the consideration rightly accorded to distressed
the United States for trial; but if taken without nationality, the ship and nest men.
cargo would be a prize to the British captors, and the officers and crew
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[To be coutinued.]

- - L

3 T o

T el #
- -

B eg Rae e &Y o
i ]

F ! L A . = ' -
w S S T - - - 3 1- .._ ol = - - - " . T, H - - i & r ke - - - "' - ”
B N e RN T AT e T e ri ¢ BT 1 S et e B T S T - Ve o > o
h ] ¥ -

-ﬂ"-.
A1

- of L o | A

" - T - i -

e e p L BTG i G SR

- - = - - -

[T
oy
p——
T e T R

#

- . ¥ 7 b

Maryland Historical Society

of
The Maryland State Colonization Society Papers

XI1. Newspapers
A. Maryland Colonization Journal

2. June 1841 (n.s. I, 1)--May 1861 (n.s. X, 24)

1861




