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of a gentleman than he who counts his thous-
sands.’

And they did rememberit.  For in after years
they showed in their choice of husbands thit
they had not forgotlen their honest olil father’s

lesson.— Portland Tribune. )
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GOVERNMENT Llouse,

Moxnrovia, Arrin 4, 1842,
T'o the Honorable,

The Members of the Legislature of the Com-

monwealth of Liberia.

(xENTLEMEN :—You are now assembled for the
discharge of the duties, with which the people of this
Commonwealth have charged you.,

We  find grieat occasion to rejoice in the general

welfare of tue Colony : we are in the enjoyment of

the blessings of peace; civil and religious harmony
exist, and future prospects are openine hefore us':

through the past year, and up to the present time, -

peace has been m our borders. Our civil and relig-
lous institutione are exerting a most happy influence
over the natives around us, they acknowledge our
superiority, and are daily adopting our custoins.

Althiougzhaiseases within the last few months have
visited our land, and deprived us of some valua-
bie citizens, (and with themm our most excellent
Chief Magistrate) ; at present the weneral health
of the people is good, and we are called upon to re.
new our thanks and our devotion to our Heavenly
Parent, who has continued his mercies and blewsin;;'a
towards us. If wé find ourselves increasing in wealth,
(for the past season has been one of unexainpled sic-
cess to our merchants & agriculturalists), in knowl-
edge (which I sincerely hope is the case), and in
every thing which promotes human and social happi-
ness, let us ever remember our dependence for all
these blessings on the merciful dispengation of Di-
vine Providence : remembering that “richteourness
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any peo-
ple-!l

Since the last session of the Legiglature, nothing
apecial has occurred to disturb our friendly relations
with toreigiers or the native tribes around us.

Some  little difficulty  has arisen between the
Colenial Authorities and ®rae Britist traders on this
coxy, un the subject ot jurisdiction over, and proprie-
ty of claun to the territory of Bassa Cove in the
County of Grand Bassa.

Captain. Denman, R. N. Sometime in October
last, commenced a correspondence with me on this
subject, which correspondence with one subse.
quenty  between honorable 1. Sheridan and Lieu-
teiv. i Seagram will be iaid before you

. win Denmnan in his  eorrespondence claims
Bas @ Cove un the following grounds :

[. L:u Mr. Spence a British trader, purchased
Bas:. Cove prior to any purchzse made by this
Goveriiuenl ;s and |

2. “nhat as British traders had for a long series o1
years, carried on an undis.urbed trade with the na-
tiver of  nat place, we have no rirht now to insist
upon hiwir co.npitance with any rerulations made
by the wovernment of Liberia.”

The positign taken by Captain Denman, seems to
me aitogether untenabie.

In the first place, Captain Spence’s executors
bhave failed to produce documents to estabiish the
right of prul_}%r!y ; and secondly, I am fully convine-
ed v Mr. "Spen:e can have no territorial claim
Aat ttnere by any claim at all; it is only such as is
soine:! nuy g.-ou o ‘oreigners by the natives on this
coast, vizi=—the nJsoi to occupy a simall lot of land
Sor the time being, o.. which to erect factories to fa-
cilitate their trade. Nw admit that Captain Spence
had such a claim, or even admnit that he had pur-
chased’ the land he ocenpod in fee simple, will it
be pretended that he »xeriised political power by
estabtismng a government over the territory ! Or
will it be insisted upon that any such powoer was
ceded to himn vy the natives?® No! I think not.

But on the other hand, the natives of that county
have not only ceded to usthe territory, but algo the
right to exercise politicai power and contral over the
per:ons and property within its territorial limits.
Ncw ollews that if Captain Spence or any other
fore ier, cave property within that territory, they
are .aud by sabscrihe to the regulations of the Gov.
erumneit, that g entitied 10 exercise political juris-
di.tion over:it. ‘I'hat the right of s0il may he in
ena, 1l tnal of politi <. power in ano*her.  Whiine
the niovment of the {ormer 19 not inconsistent with

sthe s wopice or the lIatter, 18 4 principle gunEruﬂy

aghini:ted.

This sunjeet 18 one, rentiewmen, of vital imnor-
tance to our very existence, and deserves your se.
riong attention. Not that tne trade at Bassa Cove
18 07 wuch unportauce ; nor that we wish to exclude
British more than othier traders, {rom any intercourse
with the natives of tha' place for the purpose of
trade. This is not the case. But carry out the princi-
ple,let it be once reiahished thit these men are ad.
mitted into our territury above the laav, bevond our
jndicial control, and the axe is laid at the root of the
ee.  Our political exislence 18 at an end.

It will he the menns first, of opening a thoronah-
fare for the clanuestine iutroduction of foreign wmer-
chandie into other parts vi the colony, without any
poss bility of controlling it. Sevondly, it would close
the door to the suppression o vice and inunorality ;
the naace & goud order of our coimuuity would be
destioved, and the vovernment soon annihilated.
And tuirdly, could-not the lawless eglavers claim this
very spot up to the year 1822, on the same principle
of “undisturbed trade for a long series of years 2"

L.IBERT A

sefore the public. [ say <hon e angider thig, i

timate wish of these traders.  Can it be th they
think thas to tamper with us, beeanse Lthey tlink we
re too wenk to enforee our hiws ! Or, can it be that
‘hey think the .British  Governinent will counte-
nance this interference ?

et then think what they piease on Lthis subject,
I raunot believe, pentiemen, that the -British Gov-
ernment will toierate such condnet in her subjocis.
No! the British Government is too Imaguanimous ;
they have no wish io oppress us, I would, there ore,
recotine! (e her than comeinto collision with any

[ Her Mijesvis gubjects, which we have lereto-
tore studionsiy avoided) ''hat we through the Ame-
rican Colonization Society, lay this subject as spee-
dily as possible before Her Majesty’s Government,
begoing that Her Majesty’s naval officers an this
coast, be instructed 1o protect us froni this improper
interference of British traders, and that we be left
in_the peaceable enjoyment of our territory and po-
litical juricdiction.

I would next call yourattention to our judiciary,
which insome particulars, is defective.

First, that there are dificnlties likely to atise he-
fore the Courts of Quarter Session, for the want of
more definite distinction between the proceeding of
these Courts as Courts of law; and a Court for the
Probate of Willg, &c. &e.

Secondly, that many cases of offences against the
Commonwealth  must originate in the Suporior
Courts; this arrangement (in such a commmenity as
ours) is caleulated to delay justice and create uiine-
cessary expense.  or persons charged with larceny

c. &c., however vacue and uncertain, ave hound

{ either to find security for their appearance uat the

next Session of the Superior Court, or be HOPrison-
ed at the charge of State.  And as this Court only
meets semiannually, should an accusation he hrought
against any individual immediately after its adjourn-
ment, however innocent, he inust underso the em-
barrassment of linding security or remain in prisoun
for several ‘months. - .

At present many of our laws are varue and indef..-
nite. And as it ig important that they should be o
constructed as to meet the poorest capacity, [ would
recommend that the Acts of the Legislature for 1839,
1840 and 1841, be compile! (striking out such as
have been abrogated) and :epablished with the Acts
of the present sessions in one vol:une.

I would further recommend that the fhurd section
of an Act passed Janpary 1841 to establish a curren-
¢y in the Commonwealth of Liberia, be so amend-
ed as to make engraved biijs redeemable witl s)e-
cie, camwood, ivory, or good bills of exchange, '1'his
recommendation is made Gentlemen, after 2 mature
and deliberate consideration~1I have secn with re.
gret the embarrassment of some of our merchants
the past ceason ; several of them: have nol heen
able to meet thewr enpacements with the Collector,
for the want ol a sufticient circulation of these hills,
(the only legal tender.) This arises from the fi
that they are oniy redeemable with specie—con.
sequentiy che Society’s Agent have heen compeliled
to limit their circulanon by the mennd within his reach
to redeem them. . Whereas if they were redeeiule
Wit kpece, camwood, ivory, or good bills of ex-
change, merchants or others having produce could
have 1t exchanged for these biils, either for their
convenience, or to meet their demands at the 'T'rea-
sury, without embarrassing the means  provided for
their redempiion.  Situated as we are it 18 imioss
ble for any lenath of time to back ourissue. with
¢pecie,  The mmall remittances trom America w.ii
hot meet our demands whemn scarcely a foreicn vesse,
leaves the colony without taking away more or les,
a quantity of specie, which is exchanged tor er-
chandise—=which merchandize is again exchanged
with the natives for African produce, thins feavin,:
us without any meaus to replenish our specie Fre:s.
lll‘}'n

I have heard with some surprise that an auteing:
will be 1made at this resgion of the Leoislature o
reduce the Tariff; in thie I hope I have been isin-
tormed.  For to reduce our revenue 40 this tine
would at once paralize our efloris (0 erect Public
huildings, and such other publie improvements as our
situation at present demands.

[tis true our P'reasury at preseni is aot Bauk-
rupt ; we are able to meet our covrinrent expenses,
but, very. =oon, we shall hiave anoee v this to do,
Public buildings are now about hriis crected,

The hight house on Cape Mesaurrng . wll e
compieted in a jew days; tor the ere tion waneh
the Leg:siatare in 1839 appropia <1 %300-- an.
D o Uis tiie mot. one dodlar o ! el v ] - T [ W
senn dravin from the  poablic Tiea ary. A !
wolice has just been commenced, wine i ® desp ol
to e a aeat and  vmnodions editice, DU eet g .
34 fee! wide and two stories g ooand will oredne
A appropriation oioat deast rpeee thousand do. o
in addition 1o this we need wtienttately a Jail heuse,
and other necessiry pub!c nnprovesents,  Hew.
gentlemen, can these ‘lings o accompiasned, or
eveu the absolute, i necessary expenses of the
officers of Goverumenr e discharged wichou! .o
adequate revenue (whici at present s seare'y
inoze ‘han smiittent,)  Cir annual revenne ace ril.
e to the Treasurer’s. last acesunt rendered 3 1st
Maich, iy o+ estinated at about $2000—the or-
idnary expenses of the Government according to the
present system will require annually about $1500
leaving an annual balance of $500 to-he applied 10
improvements. Since the last session of the Lewis!a-
ture, soine acquisition ol territory have been mudia o
the Colony—we have purchased trom the Niives,
and they have formally ceded to this Commuonven t
the territorial richt, and judicial coniro! over two
sectons of country south east ob this, known as

| 8! | :
difficult to determine Wwhat can be {ie presen ol | YO Are now assembied to delilinrate on muirer

Certaialy they could. These, gentlemen, are so:ae | Grrand Battoo :uu_l Barbarra, and we are now n trea-
of the results that woold grow out of such an ad- | ty with the natives Yfor two other valuable cints;
mission. ¥R XXX L amay beé proper to mention hiere thy
But may we charitably hope these are not the re- | some time in the Eﬂljly part of 'ast year, @0 ) RRLTIER
gilts aimed at by these claimmants. ment was entered into betwee. o Bowrd of Di
Batit must be considered that Bassa Cove 18 one | rectors of the American Colonic ton Soewry, and
of onr regulurl, counstituted ports of entry, where lth}‘ MiHHiﬁqippi Colonization Society, coustituling
veesnis of ail nations (engaged in a legitimate trade) §Stnoe an Illtul,,:_rn'l part of thus Comuionw u:.n'rh, con-
are L""l‘lllitlﬂ{l to) oer :uul l'il!‘l‘}’ un a pencﬂab]p :nnl ! 'F.Bllllﬁlltl}? Hllh‘]{_‘l'.'. .t” thf‘!‘ l‘HHHlHl.l:u_]l atd JAWS []f
unduiturbed iraflic, ouly heing required to conforin | the coiony, and entitled to representation.
to tke laws of the commonwealth, and a compliance Having thus erefly hlhiﬂli‘?ﬁ A oW ol lilﬂl most
with ‘he regu.aions oo the port, which lmpcse no | Buportant sibjec ;H'lllfl iy claim your attention.—
Merddeting, k'r ntedeepies of the port regnlations are I would 1o conclusion remind you, Gentlemnen, that

& 1

the highest importauce, for the weliure of i« i .-
tant Republie, on you in o very creat degree i o0ty
the. tuture happiness of our fellow  citizer »
should you be moved by any mean, and bage « ri1 .
ple—and have ko imposed on your consui tents
a8 10 have yourselves returned to this house (or any
sordid, or avaricious purposes hundreds may rise ujp
to curse you—this T hope will not. apply to any ren-
tleman before me. No! I feel assured that every
member of this house is actuated by higher and
nobler feclings i
Though some of our citizens have thougrlit proper
to impugn our motives hy circulating  imsinnations,
that some of you have procured your electidbn to
his house, and will prolong this session to the ulinost
extent, for no other purpose than to procure the
amount allowed their representatives. Now CGlen-
tlemen is the time to show your magnaninity —
throw thig fou! ssperdion back in their teotl by your

Ihir

first Act.  Pase a resolution reducineg vour pay, or

that yott will only receive pay for a stated time.

Above all, Gentlemen, let moderation, and decorum

mark all your ptoceedings, in which mav you have

Divine aesistance—that the Acts of this EESSIVN My

be a blessing to mankind. :
d aun Gentlemen,

Your obt, servant,
JOSEPIT J. ROBIRT -,

" COMMUNICATION.

FOR THE LIBLRIA HLERALD,

Marghall, March 12:, 18420,
Mn. Eprron:

In perusing Africu'e Luominary, ander date of the
18th of Februuie et | happencd to east iy eve o, the
sketehof a letter publishiod, and whieh i sad 0 L from
S Wilkesou 1o Doer, Johnson, requesting hun to pve
all posaible intovaation of the suceess of the fariners in
saberiag partcnlarly their improvement in vaising cofli o,
Lalan saw published Doct, s answer 10 8. W, oandd
under ata small prece of editorinl, headed “Remurk -
contradicting Doci, ' favonrntle obscorvations O 1urin.
g I ths prece of editoniald, 1t s aurd *thay Doer, 10
viewsoon the present s'ate of agrieniwie in the Colony
are altogether incorreety and that 10 ¢lear an acre of lnn
and prancaty, would eost froag tweniy-ive to tiity dollars,
and to make the Jowest calculation, it would not be less
than hiteen dollars.”

Now Mre Bditor, T will endeavour ta five the pablie
-omeadea ot the expenses of tarimime 1 Hus Colony 3 but
i oy thisy v s not my abjeet to exalt one man's o
pianon and throw away the other, Lut merely to inform
your readers of the state of things in a true licht.

ln 1838 1 made an attempt o tacm ot Litde LHEDH
(wWaile residing there) aceardingly 1 eleared off Seven a.
cres ol bind and planted it dewi in rice, aud whei |
did gatherea ininy graing 1 found that the whole oy
expenses o making the erop amounted 1o tifiv burs :
cqual movalne (o the naaves) to fifty dollars,

[n 183D | made another attemp!, and clearad off 1on

acres;y five of wiieh | put down in rice, and the other |

= W { ] i i
Ve In eassado g birt i cosequence ot a war between the
nanves and Americans, L had to ahandon iy tivm and

Ve L Over 1o distenetion. Phe cxXpense of what 1 had

doue amointea (o tarty h:lr.-a, equal to twelve dollars,

i MY hna attempt I inade o farm, was i 1841 at
Marshali. 1 then eleared tourieen and o hallacris ; sov.
cnaad e halt byt down Free—five e

e ramainder of the ground eleared I planieg wish
SWeoeol patittoes, TIIU |?rn‘u!::t' 5 ol v*ii’!r"il, 1 have  lean
o the last eirhi months and A now subssnng wpon,
Lhe planting ot these fourteen and a halt aerce eosr me
thiree hundred: bars, equal e value 1o
1'.'”””11?':*

I have now  this season. exelusive of et vear's finn,
cleared  ofly but not yet [i]:l!l!t dy, abont lu-.pnr}'
The cost ot whien 12 one
HIER

e, Hr._ Lditory is what I Liave ventired (o do myv.
clyy and it 8 what I begr vou 1o publish, o0 thas those
wio may have @ desire to make a trisl of the virtue of
uar fertile soily inay he eneoursyred s ansd by
hall hear that gcores are fors: ki .
hillet of camwood, and o tonth 1! Wvoryy and are expeet:.
e o tew vears with we sheave oy their hand o Lindloo
WA 4 prevany voiee ty ther triends to come aver and
ot il.l e nn.

AN s,y

one hundred

.'H'r-'.‘:.
hundred bars, or forty-five o).

aued by vou

Mirenen EsrLy.
S N A Py e e e S N Ty T S T T s o e

LIERIL HBNALD,

AT e A s e s aA T 4w ver esegecy yesing
MONROVIA, LIELRIA, APRIL 29, 1842.

LEGISLATURE OF LIBERIA.
Tie Legislature to whose convention we had looked
tirward  wath so much anxiety, has convened and dis.
missed, and of their matchless achieveraents, each one

may sav with Casar, vini vidi vici, for as they met difs

ficulti-g they bowed obeisance and passed them, leaving
them 1o provide for thenselves.

Some things wern, it is true attempted.  An alteration
was made in some branches of the Judiciary., The Su.
perior (7) Courts were abolished and a Circuit Court us.
tablished. ‘The matter was however, reconsidered, nnd
i a short time by a fell swoop, th Circuit Court was
swept away and the Superior Courts again by a unanai.
mous vote given a local habitation and a ngme.

Some bubvish efforts were made to raise a revenug—
or in other words, to crush the commerce of the calony,
nnd drive away foreign traders, by a resolution to in.
reuse the ulready intolerabic duties of five per. cent. to
cight per. eent.  This resolution, as of nigght 1t ought,
went to the right.about, and we are sull permitted to
brenthe wita the galling yoke of five per. cent. advalo.-
ven. - And ag advalorem in Liberic means 100 per. cent,
ari the cost of poods, we ure praciously permitted. to
trade by paving 10 per. cent. direct' duties with all
other cost and charges as a mild addendum.

We have neither room nor leisure at the present to
dizeuss this matter ; we shall however, avail ourselves
of the first spare moment to demonstrate the foolishness
and the ruinous tendency in both a political and moral

point of view, of thege Anti-Republicamr and unjust bur- -
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There has been a change made in the cireulatiag m.:
dium ¢; the eolony. The enpraved bills whicl: bafore
were redecemable in epecie, are now redogmable in cam.
't'.'l]”dc
This, although not. a conmpleds reiorm, ie #om:what
better than before ; as the merchants can now pey they
duties, whichi Lefore they could not do. This will alen
enuble the Governor to put a larger amount in eircula.
ion, with a more ready mcans of redemption. Tho
iden o1 making silver the circulating medium, is prepoe.
terous. We huve no mint, and no comnierce to Com-
mand epecie. Those veseels that come here are in
search of the article. They seldom think of bringing it
to exchange for produce. . '
The Legislature dismisced, wo believe, with pretty
rood feelings,

———————
EXCURSION,

We treated ourselves a few days ago, with an exeur=
sion to Mama's Town. Our good folke here have not
arisent to the {ull perception of the benefit of an oces.
sional aquatic execursion.  After weeks of dull rounds
of ordinary camwood and similar deadening avocations s
m excursion in the country is truly exhilurating and
rifreshing,

Ol4 Mama, was as usnal ceremonious and formal*
We saw her as we approached the landing, cautious|v
eveinir the boat from the angle of a house. We no
goouncer strtuck the landing than she precipitately retired,
and when we nextraw her, she was gravely seated in
her hall of reception.  To rise on the approac!i of L.
dies 1< no part of African dignity, she therefore rinlidly
kept her scat although the ladies were in near approach
of here Assoon, however as we apnroached (being a

tavorite of old Mamn's) she arose cate forward, «nd

gave the cordial African welcome, by pressingr our
rigcht hand betweens both of liers, Then followed the
suap of the finger with =l the party.  This concluded,
the old woman  conducted us to a - house whieh she had
allotted for our occupation. Notwithatunding our up-
proach to the town was rapid, this honse the Leetin the
town was ready eleared and prepared before we waers
n-nd}' 1O enter upon 16 oceupancey,

‘This house, we are inclined to helinye, wwas nreete
for the express purpose ot aceommodating strangers.  I:
i2 finiched 1 the best style  of native workman.ip, it
contmns two apariments,  In both there are ottornane—-
tha! 18 banks of carth thrown up in {form of sofua, whiel
arc mtended tor an oecasional lounge, or for s coping at
mgeht. “The cerilingg are in the finest style of tuste  and

fasluon, archied and fuated with bamboo. ‘I'le wulia

and floor like the couches, are ot o greemsh coivred
clay, rubbed hard and smaoth.

In thia ieperteetly  deseribed apartinent,. oo deporited
ourseives and our stores s and atter rr:l’ruqhin-,r ouraclves
with o ftew moments reat, we Dﬁll'fht.'l' refroshed ourselves
with the contents of our basketa,  ‘The natives us usual
stood around, extremely surprised at our burdening our.
apgfves with the ineumbranees of knivea and torks, when
eact ol e was hiest with nature's own oroduction of
two hande and to) fing e re,

Old Muma was snmmoned to join in our repast, bu,
refused (o far i our prezence, she wous therctore sup,
plied separateiy with a nortion which she took away, and
served out in small portions to Lier dependants, leavin s
only a meagre share for herself,

The situation of Mumn's town is oun of the handsom!
ost that we huve scen, It stands on the exireme ;*uinl.
of the island, abour a half mile fromn the bar.  "I'he no-
ble St. Paul sweeps gracetully around it,. ‘U'lie water 19
clear and deep, and embosomed by voble trees which
dip their green foliage in the retreshing siecorn. "Uhere ig
almost wlways a pleasant breeze from the seu, wiich
sweepingr over the waters 1s sufficiently cool sor one who
has been twenty years in the elimate,

We rowed down w the bar, back arain vp tna stream
did - landed on  the opposite side. On approaching the,
I linige the boys espied a tree burdeaed with fruit, (mon.

key apple) bending down to the surtace of the water, ag
it to keep it cool angd ready for use. As soon as we

#truck the shore, a general raee commenced, and soon

like imonkevs tach one returnea with a modienm of the
spoil, The ladies mada an cxcursion fome distance up
the “path” gathering flowcrs, while we contented our.
selves with joining the boys in devouring the fruit.

We arrived home about 7 o'clock in the evening af
ter a day of pleasant and refreshing recreation,

| ———— S e e gl
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RAINY SEASON,

The rainy season- 13 tast approaching. Tho natives
we have heard, are protiing by the sad experience of
the past year, and have determined not to neglect their
crops th:s season.” The dense and murky clouds of
smoxke that we occas:onally see curling up the heavens.s
pruclaim their attennon to the farms. There 1s one thing,
and only one that we foar. The great seeurity that is
aiven to the slave trade by the use of the Amencan flag,
and the refusal of the United States to grant ‘the British

Cruisers the right of search will, we are almost confident,
lead to the establishment of “baracoons and slave facto.
ries in every part of the country, and by consequence to
reneral confusion and war. Itis impossible to keep
the country quiet while the slave trade is actively carried
on, and it 18 impossible to put it down while the flag o f
America protects it. The whole British navy would be
inefficient for the purpose, for all that the sluver has to
do when he is pursued isto hoist the Anitican flag,

and that secures him a safe trangigon o hae c8rge o
flegch and bland,




