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ties of Grand Basca, and Simoe, have riot yet ‘ at large should nofercise that r'ght—a right l as to the course proper to be pursued on this oc=
been received. 1t is ascertained, however, that | whichk God has gi' themn 10 common with all . casien of your meeting. it o

the Revenue received during the last year, ex- | men, to judge wler it bw consistent with Inassuming the whole "“P‘?’_“'b'ml o1 Lons
ceeds—by a sinall amaunt—rthat of the preceding: ! their intecest or np change their political re- ducting (he affairs of this government IS, 18 'm:
and it may reasonably be expected ihat the re. | lations, or to accey rejecta constitution fram~ ;| possible to conceal from ourselves or the worl
ceipts of the ensuing year—with the cum now in - ed for the state oltivh they are members. l the many dlﬂad?’antages and engl_rarrasamum.
the Treasury will be sufficient to defray the cur- | This is the birtkht of every citizen to what= | ‘we must mecessarily labor under for some years.
rent deman s of the year, and meet any exp=nse , ever state he may hng There he is or ought to | The mumerical strength of the colony 18 eom-
which muy be incured—shouid 1he Legislaiure ' be, by indefeasiblght. a Co-Legisla or with all | paratively small, nor can we beast of great “'*_""l"
adop! measures to that effect—in carrying out theother members tht community: and while | ligence, expericace or wealth. Indeed, when
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the wishes of the people 1n regard to the framing
cfa asw rovernment.

I have the homor fo inform yeu, that in cempli.
ance wilh the desire of the Legislaiure as ex-

it isacknowledged it wvery individual in a coms=

: " munity is not quaijl for assisiing in the fram-
With respect to the subject of independener, !

g of a constitutiit is equally evident thafy
that share of comnf sense which the Almighty
has so bountifully tributed among mankind 1a

these are considered, it is not matter of surprise

that se many of our fellow citizens are ex«ced-
ingly fearful as to the result of this new orgsn-

ization. ' |
for this important change?’? naturally forces itself

The question: ¢«‘Has the time arrived
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on the mind of every reflecting citizen. .

A wmajority of the pesple, however, has décid-
ed in the affirmative; which opinion is sus'ain-
ed by a unanimous vote of the Board of Direc-
tors of the American C)lenization Society Ir
their opinion it is the only coarse that will, ot
¢am, relieve us from ths embarrassmeats we la-
bor under with respect te the eacroachm :a'm ol
foreigners; and tha objactions urged by G.-al
Britain in regard to our sovereigoty.

I sincerely hope, and believe. Grntleman that
you will be sustained by your feliow eitiz-ns i
whatever measures yoa may adopt respsc ing
this question, and that the reputation ef the pso-
ple ot Liberia, for order and goad governmant,
will mot ba diminished by our futare condact—
that there will be n> discord among us—h1t all
diffsrences of smail mom nt wili oe satirely {nid

pressed in their reso'ution of tke 15tk of July | general, is sufficisjo quicken every one’s feel=
lnst—requesting the Executive to call the atten= | | to judge rightly what des

inrs and enabis’ YIS
tion of the people of these colonies (o certain re- | gree of safety, anghat advantages he is likely
coinmentations expressed in aset of reselutions

to enjoy, or be deved of under amy constita-
alopted by the Board of Directors of the Ameri-

tion proposed to h. :
can Chlonization Society, at their annual meeting T ie diversity opinions and judgments which
in Junuary last, leuching the independence of

always takes placon a Rew measure~~the um-
Liheria—I issued a proclamation, expressive of

ac~ountahle progpss of seme men {0 censure
the desire of the Leeislature, and calling on the | every thiag not thr own, and the fretfulness of
people of the Commonwealth te determine—

others at mot beirconsulted onall public mat-
through the means of the hallot box—what dis- | ters, are every dwoccurrences 1R long establish-~
pesition should be mad~ ef the resolutions, or

' ed, intelligent, a: well regulated communities,
whether the recommendations therein subniitted

therefore are not + wonderful 1a Luberia.
should be adopted or not 1 lay kefore you the

| [ presume, G:em:n, that you will dispese
result of the vote takem on the question, in all the | of this qaestion ofndvpen lence according to the

towns an villages of the Commonwealth, on the E wishes of the pule as expressed by their vote
7ih day of Novem ler last. | of the 27th of Ndember last g0, you will, of

You wi'l perceive that the people, by a small | course, detexmnmupon the number of which the | @' e A e AT Y
majority however,—~have deci:led in faver of | convention for fiming a mew counstitution shall aside, and that the Hnly sirile among ciuzen: vl

. ' : . . l r - - . | -
adopting the suggestions of the Board of Direc- | be camnosed, thenanner in which they shall be | be who shall do most to serve «altosave in op

- 'Illl_-.. .
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. \;b 1';& ()_P ’S_ M‘-EE::-‘;HTM I feel particular satisfaction im being ahle (o
L el : . Lty this course. It ) insisted, on (ha gruunrls' that !‘“0:1'83 to you that ll.i'-hlrll:;{ hi'l nﬁcuu‘:t: Tare
aot mere than tho thirds of the male imhabitants ' 105 the pa.'it. yearto dlglurb th= friendly relations
2itended the pois to signify their wishes with | subsisting between thisgovernmeni and the srr-
' : Iudeed dur amity witke

favor of the mebure being so :mall, that the Le- | them appearsto have 'become moie firnly es-

|

| the Society; and have exoressed adesire thata | lam aware thi obj-ctions are urged agaimst
convention b~ called to draft a constitution fer

the n=w governmen!; and that measures be a-
dopted to carry the s2me into effect as soum as

practicable.

[ regret exaeedingly, to fiad bv offi~ial returns

‘' '01C TIONORABLE,
e MoMBERS OF TiY LEGESLATURDB,

GnnTLeEMEN S —Anoiher y-ar Ras cone a- |

r2umd; and «Lis wih pecuiiar sat'sfaction that
I et e Oih, Session of tha Legisiaire ot
Lioetia. Comng (rom ail pacis of (ae Cominon-
T uh, al s Critcar A 1 aLaresilg th:n-.')ll, iL
is pres md @ Liginen, e you ace tuily pos-
s.38d ol thesenurcats an | vish~w of your cen-

§ ..enty and arepronicd to ot promiptly 10 | gion of their sentiments resy eCiing the question

a'l qresuons which may be sud atited O your
¢) . {-ationg adly uo doubi, w111 ee ¢ubled to
give suro o direction to pablic ffaics, a8 the
wisdornand patriousw of your constituznws will
Br rove au | 'savport.

Ja our pressni meeting, itis my first duty to !

invita vour atiention ©y e o videnual favers
wWilloit uene Cilones nave «xo I'l-‘u{‘fl!ll duun;
¢ n L year— 0 che unusuai devoe of Reslh
d' .-"lH_-l W) L*I!'i" muuimanm — 1) e ety annn
d'n.e with wuizh (h eartn b s % tdet the
Jabrs of the huiban iman—a vl '8 ‘Re
wiich hasattended tne of iiis © Jul nerchiaaee
ailu .14 lers.

[n the sucressfal cul-ivalion of nth-r ban-hes
of inl~ltlsl.l‘j—+tlld i the Prograss () ;;rsu-:r.d M=
prtJivanl—-r-vrrj Wiic i sl ™SL - “iVOraple (o
ths mational prosperiiy=— re ie fils0 oteision
a'soforour m iui congriuadgonsana hoing-
fu!ness., B

[ have the sa'i<faciion
th: Market Hou:

pietsd: and 1o cow.

o ALY l LAY B

'y w o bow B0 dection

of ain Agt entitiad: 41 Act procihng money |
ast «u ‘ne Toww of

for bunding a Markst
“ Mourovii ==wh h provii s, *:nat when said
Marizal Iouse chall have been e conleted it shall
b tease Lo the Corpordtion ot Alonrovia, [or an
ann il reot, to ba agre=d upen by persons ap-
po ated by ths Governor, end the corporation,
for tht purose’’=lLlesars Jaines Brown, and
1. Teaz2, were appointad on the part of the
C Hl'lhlun\'l'raiih, and Mes <D B Browa and
J ues B MG. ral on the mrt of the cor-
worition.  Ilay before you the award of those
G atlemen, and the ngreement of the corporatiom
authorities. By the fatter you willperecive that
the corporation authorities biad ‘nemselves te
puy into the Treasury of th: Commonwealth
“annaally, certain suros, until the xmount so paid
in shall equal theamount ¢xpeaded in erecting
the building

The report of the Canu! C)rmmiissioners has
not yet been received 1 un ‘eistand however it
is in a forward state of prepacation,and will be
laid before you at anea Iy day.

Accoun!s of the receipts ard expenditures of
the last year, will, as usual, be laid before you.
lam bappy to be able to inform you that the
state of our finaces coninn s te Tulﬁl our ex-

peciations.  Fuall retuins of vilicersin the coun-

.-;uu.-r-ug :

th‘ﬂt mnot more than two thirds of ths legal veters
of tha Commonwealth attended tha poles to re-

cord their opinion respectinz his highly impor-
tant qnesi'utg. PR-Nle ghaly impor

Why <0 maay of our fellew cilizens absented
themselves, and dec!ined giving a publie expres-

submitted to their constderation, 18 uninovnlo
me Itis peverthole:s,a quesiion of vital im-
portamce to the people of Liberia  Que that
should interest—decply intetest—every citizen
of the Commonwealih

Since this question was fivat moonted, I have
been watching with aich concera the progress of
public opinion n regard to i'; and have fre-

q..-_anllv bern astenished at the ilﬂllhi“ly.ﬂf the

i

publ’c mind, and the manilest imconsisiency of

go:ne of the leading mem of our community.
In tracing out the causes of this fickleness, I

have been pained to find, that m ny of our less

mformad fellow citizens huve been egregiously

- deceived iIn tegard to the pnrport ofa eommunie-

|

abrming vou ‘hat |

V2R Com- t ture of 184H--not haviug the authnrit_\' of the

cation addressed to the Boari of Divectors of the
American Colonization Society, by a committee
of the Legisiature of 1845 —respecting the light
in which the sovereignty of th - e colomies 1s held
by the governnient of Great 1.itain.

It 13 asserted, 1 understawd, that the Legis'a-

people for that purpose, of course-—cominunicat-
el with the Board of Directors of the A werican
Colonizatiom Society, informing them “that it
was the wish of the prople of (hess coiomes, that
their political relat.oms with the S)ciety shouid
be immediately chameed; «nd ‘ha' Liberia b~ de-
claired an independ nt state.  And that ihe
Legislature contemplatad forming a n: w govern-

ment withoutasking the consent of the peipie ?

As prepostereus and fo.iish, to say the least of

|

' that no person wés excluded from voling

respect to the- 1.;{0“‘ and that the Ilﬂ_]‘ll’il, T I’Olllldiﬂ: pative tribes.

sislature shoulhlecline calling a convention, of

4 .
adogting furthermeasures in the preinises

¥For mv owp Jart, [ can see but one courseé

Lot F sl 4= . With respect to
ﬁl:““f 0f ar l("“l’l‘; EIHEH;' wWhnw it-LL...Pf-l -

ten:ding the: polls, | have oniy te remind you:
but
these who chose te exciude themselves; and in
that case, I hold, that they ¢ilher shew theselves
unwor hy ef the privileges ofa ciuzen, or con-
fiding in the judgment of oth-rs wignified their
consent {0 the measures proposed.  And while
it is deeply to be regretted that gr=ater umanim-
ity does not exist with respect te th's important
question, we can but remember (h» 1ndisputa-
ble maxim, “that the will of the peeple is the
law of the land;” and that govermment is, or
ought to be, instituted for their bemefil; and of
all the various modes and forms of Government,
that is bast which is eapable of producing the
greatest degres of happiness and safety: and that
whan any government shall be found inadequate
or contrary (o ‘hese purpeses, the majerity of
the cemmunity, however small that majority
may be, hes an undubitable, unlienable and in-
defeasible right toreform,alter, or aboiish it, in
such a minn~r as shall be judged most conducive
to the pablic weal. Such changes, However,
ar¢ always dangerous, and should never be made

1
|

trs, in regard toa change of our relations with i elected, the tin of (heir meeting 8¢ &c. &e. | pressed and injured race.
|

| except under the firm comviction that they are

" great responsibility which rests upen you. It s

them—as these accuvations are; they huve never-

theless, had a baneful effect upon tne minds of

some of our people ,and, I have no doubt, ina
great degree preveated thit unamimity of action
so desirable on the adoption ef amy great amd
important measure.

I believe it was net the imntention of the mem-
bers of that Legislature to convey the idea, by
their communication to the Board of Directors,
that a vote of the people had been takew on the
question of independence, and that they were re-
commendiny the measure on (heir authority.
And how anv rational man could entertaim the
idea that the Lewislature contemplated changine
the relations of thrse colonies, and forming a
new governmyn'—wilhout the authority of the
people, I cannot comccive | venture to assert
that mot a single neamber of that Legislature

would telgrate the dostrine, that the inhabitants

necessary for the benefit, protection, and securi=

tv of the peopie in generel.

Now, Gentlemen, this perplexing question 1s
in your hands; and, as the representatives amd
guardians of the rights and interests of the people
of these colomies, I beg to remind you of the

yeur duly to watch cautiously over every oc-
currence that can nossibly tend to ebstruet the

tablished. 1 am also happy to stite that th?

continued efforts to iatroduce among th*m tha

christian religion, and habits of civiiz tion, have
not been without success. Th:y are unjues-
tiowehly hecoming, every yrar, more and mord
gensible of the superiority of ecivilized life, over
the barbarous custcras of their fatheis; and many
of theiwn are h-ginning to engage pretly txteli-

sively in the pursuits of agriculture, and house-
hold manufacture. Tuey are beconming convig-
ced of the precacious resouices fthe slave trade
and of the saffarings to which many of them are
frequently reduced by the wirs and wants of
savage life: amd find it theirinterest to dispose
of their territories to this government—ceding
toit the political eontrol and jurisdiction over
all persons and property therein; incorporating
themselves with us, forming an integrai part of
this Commonwealth.

Since the last annual meeting of the Legislature
another impertant acquisitien of territary has becn
made. In February last the natives occupying the
Jands lying between Biue Barra and Grand Cegg~-
the territory of Setira Kroe, comprieing about six
miles of sea coast, excupttd-—-—cedtd to this ‘overn:
ment--including the right of sovereignty—=their en-
tire teriiteries:~alsw lwo tribes further north; occu-
pying the territories knewn as Tassoo, and Baffuo
Biy:--reserving for their members enly what is
suivcient te imaintain them n an agricultural way.
A tew dave ago, General Lewis, commissioned on
the part of this Covernmant, succeeded in purchas-
ing about filleen niles of sea ceast, compriging por-
Linns of Lhe territories of Manna, Curreo, and Tim<

00.

It is understood, in each case, that we shall ex.
tend to themn our patronage and pretectien, that we
will establish trading factories among them, furnish.
ing thein necessaries, at mederate pricesy in ex
chanoe for their comnmodities; and protect ‘then:

. against the incursions of their marauding neighbors.

Other tribes eccupying intermediate peints have

fair channe! of eur happiness. Amd; I am tully | agreed totraasfer their erritories te this @uvern.

persuaded that the prosperity
{he people of these colonies depend, under God,
on the firm union of their inhabitants: Genera<
tions yetto come may ewe their freedonr and
happiness to the result of your deliberation om
the important subject now submitted fo your
comsideration. A single false step at this criti-
cal crises, may ruin—irreparably ruin,our hepes
of future success. Upon you then depends the

politica! kappiness or wretchedness of the peo- |

ple of Liberia: may I therefore eatreat you te
weigh aii’l consider well the part you are called
toact in this important matter; and that you will
not suffsr yoursrlves to be betrayed mto any

feelings unbecomin: the dign:ty of yeur station, |
and the presemi critical situation of ewr affairs .
Let us ubstitute cal nness for passion, confidence -

[
i &
"

and happimess of ment; and we are only awaiting the arrival of funde

~~daily expected—le periect our negetiations. [f
not interrupted by foreigners, and ineans are piaced
at our connuand, I have but little doubt, that during
the present year we shall succeed in extinguishing
the native title to all the lands lying between the
extreme points of colonial jurisdiction.

Gentlemen, I lay before you a communication, date
ed December 8th 1846, addressed 10 me by Capuain
Murray of Her Majesty’s Sloop “Favorite,” in which
he asks perinigsion “to construet a chart of the line
of coast eccupied by the Liberians, in which to u ark
the territories now in their posseswion,”-—=and that
I would attach my signature to the same: and allow
him: to examine the title deeds by which are heid
the territories in question. %

He has, also, been pleased to say *'that England
recognizes our right to these territeries, if legally
purchased from the rightful owners of the seil,”’==

l for suspicions,and, no deubt, weshall seon agree yegarding the Liberians bowever,” only in the light

Maryland Historical Society

The Maryland State Colonization Society Papers

X11,

Newspapers

B. Liberia Herald

February 1842(XI,4)--February 18,1857(n.s. VII,4)

1347
NEW SERIES NO |




