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Published Semi.Monthly.

The Liberia ITerald is published in Monrovia on
¢he First and Third Wednesdays in each month, at
One Dollar per anwi», nayable in advance.

The rates of advertising in the Liberia Her-
ald, are,— '

For a single sqnare, one insertion, ®* 37 1-2¢.

For half & square, one. insertion, B ¢ 29¢.

For e¢ach subsequent inzertion, ® ¢ 12 1-2e.

Five Lines or less, const’tate half a. square, and
gon Vines 2 sanave  [f an advertisement exceeds a
gquare tae price wili be in exact proportion.

‘Marriages anl chiluary notices are charged 25
gents for one insertion. Payments in all cases, in
advance.

Voluntary correspondence, containing interest-
e or important news, sclicited trom any part of
t¢he Republie.

No n iice will be taker of anoaymouns commurii-
gations; nor will rejected communivations be re-
gurned.

All comaunications must be addressed to ‘‘Libes
ra Herald.”
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NEW GOODS:
And almnet every thine else in use!!

Tﬂ 'Fl! '"ou lﬂll"'.‘riﬂﬂﬂ 'ihﬂll' H:’”‘ ‘UHU‘d bEl Ier-
kane, either to wearv' vom patience, ar 1o doubt

th» veracity.ef the statanent or that of the true : :
y - pased to them. by the ma2re maje-tv ol their now.

~@xistence and action of your nmwvin sensee,

Therefore, come and hoth hear abeut, and see:

M hnt you want,
[ very ¢ase » ymeet down,
Yours most Resoectfully

, €. J. ROYE.
Mentovin Feb, 1=t 1851,

_ o . : ; . . y
Jo». Printing acativ and promntly exvc-uted
at this office, at mederate prices.

LIBERIA HERALD

¥ &

Aogust 1si 1851

NOTICE!

Ta hereby given to all persons having claime,
against N. M. Hicks of Monrovia, Tesolvent debtor,
to present them to the undersigned pmﬁerly au-
thenticated on or before the 1st. day of Febuary,
ensuing and all' persons indebted, to hiin, the said
N. M. Hicks insolvent debtor aforesaid will come
forward and pay cheir bills forthwith; otherwise
a process will ab olately be issued against them
very shortly, without further notification.

F. PAYNE.

, Trustes
Sept 17th 1851.
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WASHINGTON IRVING AS A WRITER.

(‘ onclid:d.)

$o far as mere sty'e is coicerned, i 'ough com.
para'ively a minor ceasi'erat on, Mr Irving unde-
niavlv accupies the very highes prlace. It haseven
bie:  dispute ame ng critics, vheth:r he is not
tue best model of 1 writer new living. Scme
h:ve placed him higr above every wiii«: in ‘he

= e . S

Eng ish language. But it in diffii uli te compiare  his leading sentence.

bim, in this respect. with most of 'a comnnetitors.
His dict @ is pecubiar (0 h meelf, but coly, per-
ka;, brcause other persens de not generaiiv write
qu:te so ‘vell. ‘I'bere = certainly nolning vcce 1~
tric or ffected in lis compositions, He writes
patur-lly, easily, smootily aleng, as if it were ne
effort at ail for i te comnuse. He i@ not se
pompous as Gibbon, and wiites (esa as if it v ere
a2 irade. Burke s mcre pituy and sertentiouas, but
infinitely less beautitu) and flewing.. Burke seme=
times fatigues his reader by gaudl{ and suparfluons
imagery. ‘I'he sentences of Robert Hall e
equal'y smooth and weli turned; tiey are evcr
mue elevated and gra: d; but alse more difficull,
or rather less casy, 'o read. Mr. Hall’s senien-
ces are in gererai very lengthly; and slightly els
aburaie aud complex, but vever tangled or obscure.
Mr. I'ving writas Wi an easy, though net a rea-
dier, pen; and in his iongest periods, you flow i«
sensibly «nd v hout labor alonz the current eof
his thougits, *ill he gives you liberty to pause.
Perhaps 'ie vest analogy ies between him and
Mr. Addison as to style, They rezemble each
oLuer more Lhan any two writers in eur language:

. MONROVIA,

etymalogy - M *
" has been accuved, thonah [ think unjn-iiy, of writ.

tc em2'ov.

best works.

ting.

- wonders all the while.
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LI XRIA.
Tndeed, the question of superiority is, by many,
rednced; in the final is:e, ‘o these tvo. It would

| be diffienlt for any person todecide which author,

takoo in ail raspects, he would prefer. So fir as
faney, imayg nation, good tasts, and graphic nower
wré eoncerné!, it weuld require a uice bul- ice to
deternting ahich has the greater merit. ‘I' ere is

one quality of a good writer, however, in which

Me. Teviae, I think, clcarly surpacses his great
rival—a prfedod and certica: knowlodge of the
and definition of werds. M Addison

inw as if he were ' doubtful precizely what word
This is never so much as suspected
in Mr. Irving. He alwayvs has ihe very word, gen.

eraliy the only word. capable of giving full expres
gion to hir thoughts, and yet glides along aupar-.

entlv without effort. There is ennther defect
which critics  rave discovered 1 M. Al .son’s
He 1+ =ad to have freque.n.ly added
highseunding but f ¢ble expietives t» his sen en-
ces. after the sense had hee1 made complere,
merely 10 give his neciod a round full close. If

 this be true, Mr. Irvine is decidedly his superior;

for I wi'l veuture to affim that no su:h senience
can be found in the - iole eompess of his producy
tinns. Perhaps this inav secem a bold expression
of opinion; but I will offes no other amondment to
it, than that I have, at different times, sought

————— ' whnle hours for an instance withou success.
WaLTER Brown |

~ Thus far I have compared Mr. Irving as a wri.
ter an'y with those of the Eigli=i shool. Tt wonld
be hazardous te‘stterapt o find a4 mtn, an this

' gide of the Atlaitic, ‘whase best friends would

; 'not readily ackoowlédge his riferior in the use
No 139 1-2 Marked street, North side, between

of A biutiful  and - graphipen. D+ Channing sur-
assed lim in the powar of mnltiplying nhim-eif, if
V may say so, in his readers; but it wua evidently
not s¢ natural aml easy for tiat distinguisne
althor 10 cempose. BPanie) Webster has no supe-

' rior fm theé purity, strength, and transparency of

his style; his theugits are sometim:ux perfeet
taunderbolts, and scathe and blast every th ng op-

vs but a= a writer, the great d.feadrr of the Con-
ctitutionn mu-t viell tha palm to him, whose amii-

~Bla humility bas perh.ns nevér cast a wish, or
- ¢ovriedd a revaiie, to iwe height occupied by the
- g4 @sman,
" have rorclied, had Providence epared the continued

Wiat elevation Mr. Prescort would

uge of his='ght, no one can te'i; but the Coinquest
of Mex'co, not: thstanding it vis compased by a
m. i, who could not gsre well enough fo correc.
his ewvn proof, iz afier all, the only A:erican
work wosthy of contending with the Life of Chris-
toph2r Columbus ‘or the prize.

One of the chief veurces of M. [rving’s superi-
oritv ia iis nerfert self -posseesion while ne is wri-
Unpracticed writers, #amd even men who
have written much without having improved by

" their experience, fréquently, pernaps I shoul say

generally, maniest an uneasiness of spiril, as if
they waere not satisfied anles~ they are <doing
They come to their task
in a perfeot frerzv. ‘T'hey coatimue to werk hem-
selves up to a most unnatural and disgusling ex-
citemout, and then peunce upon thesr paper, as if
they weuld ssatch it, 'ke an eagle. to the clouds.
They leap through their seniences, like the 'ive
thunder, from erag te cr.g. T'hev gléam, and hiss,
and roar, as if an A'pine tempést were about lo
break vvetr your head,
any Greek or Latin author, whila they are sufter.

ing urder, this chaue ef passion, they will crowd |

a dozen clissical ailusions into a single paragraph,

quote twenty verses of Pagan poetry 10 a page.
Fearful 'esr they have not 4oue much in. what
they have alr<:dy wrilten, in order to redeem them-
gselvers in wnat remi'nv, they dash, and fo.m, and
thuni»r, more extr.vasently as theév nrocee, Like
ung'flted soeakers, rom the beginning to the end

. of their performahce, ‘heyv ucver get fair posses

sien of "hemselves; and, when ull 13 over, they
have eni, added another specimen to that alrea-
dv 100 numerous class ol productions, whose single
quati:y i# Lheir sound, '

Hovw «ffcrently from all this does Mr. Irving
undertake his work! With-ut any effori, he . rites
From this fie proreeds
natural'y and smoothly along, as if it were the
easies! thing in (he werid to write. As hiz :ub
ject grows in his own mind, he gives fuller and
bolder expression to Lis theughts, He seewns to be
11 no hurry te sirike his rerders with any ‘hig
wonderiul or new. He «llows his theme 0 go on
and make thed've npmeat of itseif. 1i it & pen
o touch on ¢:i8 ' yinuind, it finds the writer per-
fectly at home. Wirtoue stoping Lo deluge you
with quotations, 16 gives you one—bhut that ene
iv 4 gem. [, in the progress of his work, an e-
metion 15 excrted hy any thing «whicu his subject
mukes it necessary to say, he gives it a single
stroke of his gifted pen, und it thrills to your very
soul. He n=ver quotea for the sake of quotine,
cor 1@ show off ihe extent and variely of his reads
mg. Nor does he atlemp to cover you up with
roses; if a lew flo.vers chance 'o be grewing near
bis path, he weave, you a modect chaplet—but
that blooms on your heart for ever. Nor is he
incessantly making pictures, and pressing every
aucient and moderp dialect inte wervice, iy order

to deco ate them with all the gorgeousuess of lan= - |
i guage. Dealing considera)ly in description, a vari- xead such a man, the soul longs to see lim Buars
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ety of scenes inust necessarily be crowded upon

him on aim)st every page of his comnosition. Bat

of 1uese he is far from hemg prodical.  Instead of
d:awi.g out averv'ene that occurs: td him, he

makes a crolce selection.  When one is chosen,

wrousnt eut, ad finished, it throws its lustre all
around nim,
or :ranfers it to his own itnagination, to which it
adds a splendor ever after.

His reaider marks it with his pencil,

Bur, on the other kaud, Mr Irving is not a

vimid, nasaful, fastidious writer.. He wears no strait=
jacke: ~n ms mellectnal facuities
seventy of tasie, he 18 «lw.vs frer anl easy, You
cee i him none of that finical rervousicgs, which
irammels a writer’s genias, 4nd forbids his saying
jusi winar he thinks, and preasety 49 he (hinks i,
Thic is the oatural consequence ol his modesty.

With all his

An ambilinns ‘.urntgr, a1l tf}ﬂ .E'hilc gnadell by 1he
nnpu.se of his rulmg Pasclut, 1S apt 10 b2 100 care.

ful—perhaps I <nouid aave sad anxious—nor - the
mere man:e" : .
is written down, he looks back upon it te criticise

of hi« writine.,  As each se terce

ils siructure, when he ought to he pushing vnward

auder the ‘ull and unchecked inepiranion of his sub.
ject.

Ambition, al
weak ang tinud,
white he & lookine «fer 'ng

lew  inoa wri‘er, is always
'ne’ v loses s thougntsy
eriods. He ougit

gs I the watier ol
whicihh he is teeating,

ouly restrain pon him; and :hat sliou!d be redu-

crod to such a wabhi, das 1o €ave hiin qu;--: unecot-
ceious of its mflaeuce. M, wiitr g a thig-natura’
wiy, crrorg * ruep into hi< cowpe 1001, they may
be lefr for a future and ermnical rece nswon.

Thera: IS a sort of tcn'im".‘ntahﬁ.n, =), 10 whieh
M, Irving i never suhjrct.  This consmte, T sun.
pose, in A writer's putiing no more fee') i than
his ile.:2 demand. To {:a! iess than the truths

advanced would jusiit y ~reries obduracy of mind,

to teel mote, wheth#-

writing or in apeak'ng,
fanaticisin, the cepromi an : of which are gune
rally rant and bomba<t.  When thought and feel-

. ine are exactly comnaunsurate, when the one pre-

tallies with the other, then you lave words
apoken fitly; and they are  inderc  *like apples. o
gdid in pictnres o silver)’ You rise from the
parusal o 2 work thus written, neither hardened

cisely

; b}' Gﬂutemp'dti.ig great truths  without emotian,

. of boisterous aul unmeaning passion.

nor softened 1o effeminacy by a continual co flie!
Sou

| thoughts have been: pussing down upon your soul,

and they have left their own impresson.  You
are a sounder, wiser, betier, truer mu vourseif,
hy the influence of what vou have ben reading.

If the presen: are h-s oroduced ihe exaet con: .
tarpart of vsur auther, it (s in the example f M:,
Dickens. In all thie geatizman’™ peodne.ons,
there I8 a constanl iendency teo ﬂvr_'-‘-dl:‘iu\-i'ny.
His 1honghts and feel 'g= seem 10 be . a sti'o
of perpetual ingurrection. Like a rike ou tue
high road, he uses the lash ton mucly and b
ammal s in a - econtinual perspicacion. If b
course happen to lie on a clean patn, a'l goes
mersly and ~moothly enward: bul wnen:ver he
falls in*o a rough passage, then the dirt flies ai,
around von. - You are kmecked, and tiumped, aud
jerked, in this direction and 1 inat, with:a® e
slighhest mercy; and when the race is over, you
reed all the water which he omplained the want
of in our taverns, aot only to cleanse your person,

. bat, 1o coo: voar faver.
It they nappen to think of |

Such writer-, to change the figar?, secmn to be
gomewhar ~up eious of the bl of fare vrevi ded
by tnem; aud tha@; are only snakng up their rea-
ders a little 1o favar thelr dizestion, Bat 1t would
be nujust to deay, that M:. Dckens has written
many paves vnich will for 2ver form a part of
he standrd literature of sur language; 2.d, what
& very much for anv m's repiatation s o vriter,
he har received the apnoba on—a  leas< tie
yualified ipprobotion—of Br. Chanuing.  But his

. style is generally too headiong 10 he commended,

In all respects Mr. lrving seems to stand frst
in this rountry as a writer. He has the ~singular

merit of pleasing all classes equitly. T'nose oot |

pren red 1o admire the skill mooifesied in the soe
lec: order of his lauguage, snt in the me[diag
ani tarning of hia periods, re.d him far tie amuses
ment gathered from the story. The fine flo e o
hi: senienes, his frequent and beautifal be-a.
tio, the ricn simplicity of his oictuves, and ihe
deligrntful splendor and zenuineness of his pinotions,

esarm otaer persons less captivied by ais siubjects,

It scems te me that he surpas<es all writers io
on quaitv. Hi style evinces more real science,
with le 8 aprarent labor, than that of any modern
or acient author.

H.w ag given miach merited praise, 1 will stat
al 0 st 'y enly objec ion to Mr. Irving. It near-
Iy al: tiat he has done, he has showun merely
wha e ¢ uld do, had !lus subjects been better
chosen., Hi Skeich Buok and his Columbu.s are

Amost 110 only oxceptions tu this remvick., In

nearly <1 ms othor woreks, bheantiful, chs miny,

captivatiiy as 'hey ave, a serious wan feels all

the while tnt he nicht aave selecrud opies inure
worthey of s genn . [ is trae, fher? o next
is nothing in ali his writingg io ficd f.m 0 wilng
his style is ever like its fountan, pure ud splens
dea; hHe nownere desconds to vulgarity, even tor
a momen'; wnd his morality is such as would be-
come a mins'er at the atter,  But, then, ot we
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m-'e should be the |
E
|

ing higher. We want 1o wee him ranging in mig:
jesty  through those fields. where such a i)
might meect with anvels. We Become 1ars
anxious 1o witness the power of such a syl as
his an tho<2 =nblime topics, whichy, in all ages,
have formed the themes of thoge zifted nind:
who have ever s'ood nearest to the brigit purlgas
of heaven. ¢), eould the heart of Mr. Trvind”be
tonehed by that live coal; which sanctified and hal.
lowved the lips of the =vangeiical Isaiah, in what
sweet, and captivating splender wduid Christtanity
appear on his classic | and iimmortal pages!

Bat M-. Irvine is now dvanced in years. Tie
gray of avo 1s sprinkied mthe crownof his iory.
e mus! snon descend from ni< lofty sammit, aid
be buried in the dust with  his fathers. Such a
mind as hg, so chara‘teriza2 Ly sense, so rip2in
reflection, so just ' it= perceptinna on all other
topics, ias, andonbied y, iong since settied life’s
great question. When he goes, he will go wilh
the blessiny of his country unon hin. ‘Thouga
ins body mav perish, and lie low in the seunlehre
raised by his friead:, s fane ill sarvive; his
sweat spirit, we ‘rust, will ascend to 11« Au wor;
and the sorenw of a navion, o rather of an age,
mingle its lameauts with the wail of tha winds tual
$ w:ep over his grave. |

FRIEDERICH DER GROSSE.
| " Concluddd.

On rising from table Freedrick allowed
himself ano her  half hour with hi- fluv
after which the ~abinet-secretaries brovgnt
in the letters which he had dirccred orp
dicrated, and whicn now came before
him agiin vransceribed and  rveadv for s
signature. It was notunusual for th- King,
~vhen signing, to enlorce the abject of the
letter by »dding to it a few etear sharp
words,  Muny of these postscrigis Lre vtild
preserved ' Thus, when be  replied to an
apphcation for money, there are someatins
found appended 10 the royal handwriting
such phrases as, ‘'l cannot give a sing'o
orosehen,” or, ‘1 am now as poor as Jio!g
T'hus, when the celebrated singer, Miaumig’
Vlara, sent him 4 long memoria, DENINGs
soine intended arrangements at the Oprth.
the ng’s postaeript is, *© Eile est qayec
pour chanter et non pas ecrire.  Thus, a-
gain when a veteran general had asked
permision to retire, the official answep
bids him recoisider his regn st, and 1here
(ollows, manu propua, the sigmficant ;e
mark. “The hens that will not lay | wil?
not feed!”

“Wh n this correspondence was completed,
he Riae sometipes touk a walk—out of cooryg
Y the wea h - was fin, or throngh his savoas
f ot ramed.  Sooen ors B converse i with his
triend Crvonei G huly whom he hal by
patens + venrae Q cntuideiliuyy or some oih-
e 1aff yli. 5 seme cones He received  he arosis
who hel cxacuted his commisgions, or who
bisaxhe nim their works 1o view. B t wiege
ever his !eisure served, the ho v hetw-en
four and six, or what remained Hi thein, weie
deveted to his "Wterary lnoors, 1o wis doving
this interval that he composed ne:v iy ali 6
voiuines 1n prose and verse which are nhow
to oe reprinted.  Nua n=rous, inde-d, ey dig.

“From six till s+ven o’clocle the kige bad
usually a small concert, in which ony rousis
¢ians or a few amateurs of the highest rank
were admitted, and in which h» hinse.f played
the flate Bv N prm'.til‘:r: he had Ht'(]llil*‘f’
exceilent skill with that iastrum=nt o his
very last vears, hawever the decay of his tront
tee'h deprived him of 1his daily recreaon. Thus
losinz the power to execnte, he lost ulso tha
wish to bear, music; and trom that time for-

wdird he sellom appewed at any concert.

“Duaring Fradericks’s earlier years his sup-
pers had become justly renowned fom the wit
of the guests whom he there gathered round
him, an! from his own,  Buat when aftar 1763,
the king liscontinued his sappers, the veid thus
left in his evemings was supplied by still fre-
qently receiving a circle of distinguished men,
as soine ofhis generals, the M rquis d?Araans,
L.ord Marischal; and Li.cch s, His usual
ptan was 10 bt-gin hy I‘E!hi?n,t;iﬂl aud (o 1{1=in
a passage from ~ome book, which served 1 a
kind of text for the hvely conversation wihi ch
ensuet,  During the vest of the evening, ur
for the who!e of it when no visitorg came, the
kine wis read o bv on: or more lecteurs,
selecting either origina Eren'y works or trap
slations into BErench o he Gierk and Lotn
classics. At about nine o'cleck he went to
hed.’
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