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On Jacx's Hisror» ano Tummerey Mivor l
Porirs, ay Ronper H- Crrsox.
Me lshitor ;—

W hen 1 saw it anncunced in your last ning-

ber that a volumo ol voetry, written by a Libe-
pan wouid ¢he ont in a few days,” | was ale
winst  transported witi ja_r-—-huping-—ihnugh |
did vot expect anytiiing extroordinary—that
the book would be of sach a charaeter ng al
[east, to afford some sligkt remuneration to these
who would #pend their money 1nats purchase.

would be here and there thronghout the honk,
some sewgtitlations of genins that might eerve
to iitmuinine somewhat the pathway, and checr
the hoorts of those in Liberia who are endgivor
g to tind theie way up the diffienlt height of
seiciiee. ‘The hook hasappenred wilth tue above
title, ol have purchased and leoked over a co-
pv. To say that 1 have beeny disappointed and
moititiied would be to express, in the widesl
e |:u'-:Hih|f*. the cnaracter of my feelings.

“in overy effusion clating the high character
af poetiyy twe atinbutes, at least; have usuully
heen looked for. dlite oney thought, or gemmon
scnsc3 tha other rhylhm ar meganre; and when
rhy me has bren efiected, o third guality has us.
I’lﬂ“y heen dr:ll'lﬂl’l*!t‘ll w—e | {'ullleuul n i-}llﬂ[! at
meastied and regalar intervals.” ‘Uhis species
of writing therelore l‘t}quit'e-l not pul_v | l'auu!ly
n[‘mul-;iu;{ Verses—-)r I.::.lu-iill;.; wards to con-
form: in sound at the end of lines—an attoin-
ment whichigeams to have Leen studiously songht
atter by thoe nuthor of “~Dovwante”=<hnt 1t needs
tnicie of an extraoridinary mder Poetry has
heon called the ““langusge uf the passions, the
echo ol the imaginutions,” the thoughts of the
noet mwust slow wiik (eciing, sympnthy and
terest; his worche winged with lame likke ihe kin-
dled arrow, *must gather new fires as they are
r-.peul to their gﬂa‘ll; "lLe MUST pogsess thiat pewer
called govins by wihich grace, novelty and at-

tractions are imported te the most common
place sabject. 1t 1s the prevogative of genius
tn produce novel tipressions from familar ob-
jeet=.” Unless this peower is posscssed, all at
tmnpfs al pmrli{: lk‘fil!ﬁg. wiH Onlj.‘ he the means
of bringing into existence matter to excite the
hamor of the intellicont, and of suhjm'lin; the
wiiler o ridicule and contempt,

When a lively, srscelul, wand eharming stvlo
hie baen attained, the <en'imen's are to consirs!

errd, * vo coming. slice centiment m::a he cle
vaied to the throte ot ezasnsy o low born

thonoht mus<t be introduced 1nto the teuples of
the  mises’”’

Thodeas musd b of snehia elicreter as to

cnboat the teehogs, deaw forth the 8y ipntl) v

ﬂ?ﬂ!xﬂ a*ld 'IIIIIrIH:I Lings Il”ﬁrﬂ"[ ﬂt |h|’_l_p :I'”du: 4
for general'v, “where excitcment onds, digirasi

. ") 1 - - .
bts,!_'llr!', Lience tho alvice of the anciont pocls

«Tis not eaonch, ye wreiters, that ve charn
With ease anil cleg mee; poems should varn

Wit soft afieciinng should pessess tho foul

Aud, as thoy will, tie listening crowd cointrol,’ ‘
I donet, Mr Editor, assume to poseesa the

intellig-nee, good sense, laarping and sagacity
of tha criticy nor do Tpretend that T eould have
prnr]t,lcﬂd a puem of ny nuire Mﬁit thar “Dmn.
ante;” but | beg that you will indulge mme with
space in your columns mercly (0 call the qiten.
tion of your readers to certain pasanges in 1his

boolc which I mutked while permsing it ‘Phe.

volume opens with u poem, n tirce book -, pur-
porting to be a history of a native African
whom the author calls ~Jack.” He was, at tho

age of soven vears, talken {rom his native land’

to Americn, where he was sold as o glave: hny
ing  pussed soveral years in servitude, b was
emancipated andsent hack to Alrien. &:¢ I na.
-I'lIBillg the tlnec bnokw, *Lthe nost I'{n;-:lr!r:‘[h-h-
circumstanco that attrac's tha attention of 11"};
veader istheabruptend 1o den marres in
which the I’IH‘B I8 fl'f.‘qﬂ'*“i";' E!I"n!::hi In a“a inﬂ=|f‘-
to rg‘ﬂl& the story himse!', at (e opiion amid enp
vanience of the noet,

'The first hoak hevin: with _',.n NV
the Muses,—Dseand O Vgse 02, }‘_'.;IIFQH s
vnitation of Miltunan ! ciliop poets mnen .._,-.h“m
lhu_l\lusna dullreally alight; »oet whoge writings,
nnlitke the prodaciion new Lefire ne

like * LOATE 1D IN
(oresting accordamnee with the charneter and

g ity ol the inhabitanty of Parngecis
T8 . SFaEnEg
Phe poet inteoduces his hero thus:

& 0 i' - ‘
‘Youne Jack. poor sonl! just soven venps of

St PPt . il :
nge,” and gives a deseription of his father o
h'r”OWH :

“lis father (the’ a hea'hen) was 4 g e,

ANITLW ¢ -
I'dVd with & wisdom henthens s2!dom have.
Apd was resorted to by men, to lave

I'Fheir weniug in his ;—to catch the flume,
Chat flewed from lim.” |

rluck’s father was certainly a wondor{ul man
Wo are informed firse thut he was resortod to
by men, who wont te - “lave™ thit e, to “ivask
or bathe their genius in hir,” which evidently
conveys tha idea of the existence of water, o
some liguid inatter im which to lave; th in (he
Rext line, we are told they resoried to him te

l, vealeh the flame that flow’d from bim?’ Query’
| Did the water of genins, and the fre of genius

i,hi:»; sou} by turns?

! L ]

‘the glave ship whiel took him to Amerien. At
hate tinia ti TR T l theB1st line Jack ceases to spenk; from the 62nd
and thewr time in its perusal;  boped thut, there L the 70tk the post tells of Juek’a: firet ‘Hinpres

\ sions of the A:merican shore as -he viewed it

‘i attending his capture and smmbarkation on board
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crealive genjus. -

palin for orginality—"This is certainly rish and
perfectly ariginal,

cxist in hitm at the same time? or did they fll§

Anaccount is then given of a ¢horrible wnr”
that 4 broke oat an:l rug’d,” in which Jaek who
in youthful inndvertance, *went to spy the seenc’
wus faken prisoner.

At the 30tk line the peet intreduces hishero
and makes sim relate himself 1he circunmatances

grammar; “burst’” being an irregular verh does
not tuke ed to forin e preterit tenses.  But it
ie Likely that the poet wae herve at a loss for o
(oot and was oblhiged to commit this gra:nmat.
icel peccunce to complete the msasure. Though
he might buve saved himsell this trouble, by
writing the preposition whieh follows hutsted in
ta instead of “in” which wuuld have been wore
according to rule after sueh a verh, then without
the addition of ed, to ¢“burst” he won'd have
sccured the desired number of feet.

But to the story ;—The storm passes and the
ship progresses on i(s coutse; at length Afvica s
in view. The captuin is represented as b oasl
ing to his mates and sailory’”? The “passenygers
rejuice o see the sight.”

. “Bat Jack,” says the poet sings ant aloud

And suddenly astonishes the crowd” by deliv
ering a lengthy speech ol his impresgious of the
country; expressing his regret ol his wasle of

i {tom the deek of the glave ship—upon wlich

having  keen lifted up—<he stond, looking, “as

| alim, a8 it he conld eat a peck.” On his landing
i Amerien an nuction was held at whieh Jack
wis sold te 1 »Carolina man.” ,

At tha 77th line Jaek neain snanks, tells his
(eching after being sold, as he trod the Ameriean
sot
“A”poor lanesame bav, but geven years of age.”

At the ROth ling the poet speaks far Jack;
hut 34 vears of hig lifs have passed and  he is
now forty one. He hears of the Colonigatinn
Sociely. and wighes to pliee himself under 1t8 pa
tronn e that he might he aided in returning o iy
native lind, and %end tha halanee of his earthly
race.” Inthe 93th line he is reprovented ns soh
laquizing up-m his tronbles and thae difficulties
thot stand in the wav of hig return to Afrtea
At the 111th line he addrasses a petition to
Heaven——that hie micht he prepared to die and

Quted for *<weet Cannin’s Wlesaad rest.” These
fj:u.‘lllnlimm cloam tha fiest hook.

joying freedom in Afrien, ‘T'urningto his wile
Sue, he thus oddresses her;—
Now Sue, we see a land of earthlv 10st,
Whaose fields look fuir and scem by Heuaven

[blest ]

Sweet freedom’s voice, and make it loudly
[rine]

He then expatiates on the characler and eap<
ahilities of tho ¢ umrv—which are to be devel.
The see ad ook which gives an aeenunt of | oped dy the ri-ing generationgexpresses an ©arn
ol Jack’s emaneipaticn, and preparation to return | est desire for prouress io literature; and Pronii-

{o. Africa—=onens with a continnation of thel ses to do wonderful things it he
prayer. that ends the firxt haok, thue;—

YO tnou Almichty, who dogt intarpose

Who dietst for even I, and then arose:
ITere the poet mAnilests his need of o little moere
ncqinintance with his grammar, 1 amaware
that poets arenllowed great liconse with fancu
ange, on wecount of the liniits to which, in verst.
fication. oy are oblimed lo eonfine themselves:
hut | ean sea nn pessibln excuass for the inneco
raey in this instance; a4 ta have said. *Who
diedst for even me”==wlhiech  would have been
correct=-would nat have wltarnd in the lenst
the namber of feet in the line  ut this may
hava been an aoversiaht 1o the anthor.

[ cannnt Ve Fditor untice this hook 1a de
tail, as it wonld ba trespassing tos much
an vour kindness, and wonl! wearv the pntienco
of vour rinderas T will el aticntion onlv
to that paction of it contained om the B88th tn’ the..
the 02nd Yine which dascribies the effoct, which
the annonncemsnt, mads he his master, of his
manumission, had  upon Jack. The poet
Sy —

«He leans up from his knees and then bows

’ [to earth;]

«Could see his conntry~men eadore,
Swoet literatnro’s gogad, if' pothing wore 1™
Listen toall that Juek would dos=—=
. My soul would fill and burst into  the skres
A loud rejoicing with o grent surprise.
I'd sean the skies hy meditations swoeel,
Then by my fleeting thanghts, sink in the
[deep.]
i'd stop not heve, but sink dawn (o 1o stond
And scrateh  the bottom  with wmy feeble

Write in the mad, that tHemtogo’s art,
Begins to take ninony wy race u stact

itiers first hig *sou! wonld il and bprat
to ' 1 skies” after burs!ing «t  woeuld scan tho
s s by meditation: then, from such a lofty
were ot hig fleeting  thoughits” wenld sink into
~op. But ke would nut stop o the swefuce
of the water, he would @ down 1o the annd, and
weirva sy the bottom—a‘:d”” write in tha mud,
Su 1. t.e poet’s trynsition from the g hlime to

won'!d ¢e nn to the skies, then darting down
wards « nukl plunae into the deep—ind going

the ricienlws is most vemnrkable; firet hig heroe

! . "
6 (o B H R A

|

Awake shake off thy slavish fears nnd sing, |

[hum]:—-—] |

aathor’s poetic imagination—the product of his [ self and a “boar” u<ed Lo expres: the squaliding
Well, we must award him the { of the position 1n “which the writer layv: or i« it

fo denote the despicable slothiulness in whic,

| he was necustined to indu'ge ¢ —a boar s ey
The word “bursted’’ in the second line is in  treme'y filt':- and indolent in his habits, thesa

bad taste, ns well as a violation of the rules of | nre the o

remarkable traits in his character-
| { these do.s the poet allude in th;
coupars: o7
Afirr tiry epistle— follows a poem under the
capii o *Phougits on Liberian Poeta.” ™ Oq tho
33rd page | tind a poemn uder the very singulap
heading—**An address to a Guana,” thenfo'l5 4
another equa'ly eurious in 1t catinn—4%Ay 4 1.
dress to u Baboon? [s it nossible that in ths
whole annimal kingdom, eompoasel o aueh 3
variety sf species no othe's could art-ae! the g1
tention of Mr G—but the Guana anid Rabagn s
could no others call forth his poetic fire? S no ilge
taste indeed for a poet! But this is nor all, o
the conelusion of Lis adlress ¢t the Baboon. s
thus, though a mariiad ma 1, makes e to tat

unsichtly snd repelsive ereatuse; |
Y ot noneshall touch (hee, while hold thes

|mina,
And thou by gentleness, dost own me thine

We now come to the ¢'03ing poem of tha

time in America when heonght to have heen en-d Lok, an *“Epie sketch of the . author? i

which he reviews lua liie from eightien ant
forty four; dnd is 1n some cages wonderfily
minute fn his narration; as, for instaace iz g

i9th line. where he bieaks forth thus:

“In forty-six, an slcer scized my toa,
And 61’d my soul with earthly grief and

[W' o

For thirteen monthis T iaid vpon my ba-k,

My feshle frame * * # . .

My piins by duy did uften mnke me weenp,
At night Imu'r:l not @y il hed ¢ 2%o ) aa
But sat wpin the chair, aod prag’d the nieht,
In sighs and groans, caused by the weess

-y
byop: %,
[.:H{ \

| Hvre Egﬂ.iﬂ in the thnd Line the word s
imprnperiy accurs; 1 the devemly line tha vl
elay?? showd be iz Jris didealn foom ot
the writer says heres to ascorinn  hy oreeien
titne dur ng whichho ¢ laid vp v fos bark  or
ne first tells us that the tune was ') o0y I‘.'HIJ:'.",III-;
then he informs us that at night hie eauld wot
lay i0 bed, but#ssat npin the chaiv? 1 500950
id or er toget the exacttime durine whicn ho

‘ay upon i3 back. we must find the numh. of

&

days eontained m thirteen months, and the noo-
ber/of niglits; subiracting tho nights, when 2 ant
in the chairy fromn the days when he laii vion
his Luck”, we shall have a remainda- ey
the le: ith of tima he *lay upen his back ? 1o
thiv is immateris} '

With refeceuce to his liter vy aequireneats,
the anthior vith afected modesty, ye! evident
egotism makes tho adinigsion— '

Wi aw no sehnlur® yet, saye Le, “the sahola's

{part”
“0 try to net by geeking wisdom's art;

Jum=s in the kitehen, 1'es upon hearth;
Calls Sue dear love. sugar ter, honey, wife
Givos her a kiss, the irot time in hie Tife.”

- «\Vlat monkey teicks “fora man of Jacks in..
telligence; but [t is very singndar that he should
never have kissed hie wifo bafore, A! the age,
of torty one. e muat, have heen married at least
ten vears, and if darine go long a resifence to-
rother be never Kissed her or enllod hor®dear.”
he must have heen remarkably frvigid in his af-
(cctionsand ulterly ingancible to all those ehnrms

1 and delichts—thosr (ugcinations snd enchant.

ments, which in my baagination hever sround:
the domestie henpth, :

The third belr - for we must lcave the see-
and—glivesian ~ceonnt of tha aniling of Fark for
and aveival ot tte cavgt A% iea—'ie finel §n-
nreasions aof the eonrtry &re &e. 'Thin like the

Arst book, herira wi b a praver to the Mnses
e now find Jack with his wife Sie—lannched
an the deep—

Te scan the seas, and ke n Inst'ng peap.”

But it seema he hind ot procreded far on the

trovny of 'Dyﬂgﬁ. bEfﬂl‘C

wa cqaat! steael in the ¢hip a mighty awell

Wihen all was gleep bhut one, and he as Wl“;'

T e waters birated in ‘the eabin door,”?

Al was sleas Ot g, and he g3 well «Thd
von ever My Edi op, in all youy life hear "nf a
ship ot «ea, having all the ercw and passangers
nsleap” hut oue? In all the tales of tiie scy !
have heard in all the stori es of marine adven-
tures wi'll culamities T have read, this i3 the (irat
instanee T have met of¢all on board nsleep Lot
one, andhe ns well, But we shonld like to know &
bout this ongwho ismade an exception-as we'll as
what was he all wera sleenyand hoas well, Wiat
cendition washe 4ol OF conia? the ideaconveyerd
is, that he was as well a6 as'eep=—nnd therefore
to all intents aod parposos, ho vas atleep—"Ther:
all wore asleep-—"11c ship wns certain'y in A
serifons condition—on  the wide ogcan-having
Jicaenzers on board=and every solitary individ-
1l aslean,,  Rirange, atvangepetureencoindeadt
Lut perhaps this nareation isnot to he takenm
Plaraltv, but £ Le regairded as the resul! of the

-

1

.\

My coller was my study thro the night,
And with the 2awn of day it took 18 flight
For oft tim' 8 hav: | sat and scratch™! my

e hend
unti! the ;.:rn{-k twe'l—

It i woll that the ast two lines' here cited
OCeUN Naup t' e el o the volume, otnciwise we
had begy gt a ‘ois ‘oaccont for the cause of the
authop cgoraicine kg head” until so late un
BOUT, bt Yavin 2:c used the book we are gatstied
Judging from its character, that the seratching of

: the head was occusione’ mo:e by cutwurd nid
"UParficua’ caviges, ihan by any internal perplox-
1Y anigang from the confiteting of vrofousd

woushts or lofty and inspiring ideas.

We have now refcheld the end of the bk,
I cannot leave “Dowante” howiver withuit
expiessing my admiretion of the eaterprisity
snirit of tie writer in miking so bo'd an attermpi
to advince the literature of Liberia. It'is human
to err; and if he hus faifed it is no proof thatie
did - net aim high, it is no evidene: thut hedocs
not sincere'y desire the advanecment of his race.
indeed, judzeing from several eentiments v oo
ed intha book we ghould congider oix '
thusiastieally devoted to the ini: &0
and country and if his tal'»ts were gieter conniiil

'rate with his ambitiony he woal « be o cwr aa Lo
\ ria’s iterary firmaaent of i anean e sn i G
\‘

1

to the biottomn of the sea would ihere write in
mud—the  nieregting fact  that liteyature had
taken @ sfirt among hiv e A very ineligible
place wa should think to mak: «o important o
record. *'n mud, ot thebottom of the sen” None
wonld be atla to discover it, bt those who like
Jack, shonld take such wonderfal flights; and
even could the inscription ba seen by ail, we
think that no e wauld like to endue the incon-
venience and unplensantness of stooping to read
it in such a situation but those possessed of
boarish popensities.
laving reached (he conelusion of Jicks eln.
quent nddrese to the “astonished™ erew ol the
ship. wa expeeted to find xome account of bis
disembnikation; his impressiens eof hit new hnme
&c—but n!l is pnssed aver insilence, and the
noet informs a8 very coolly- and abruptly at the
conclusion of the third baok:—
Jack’s history herc enda:—-ha dies in
[veace,)
And feaves his count' v, a'ter great mcrease,
He die« 1ejoicing o’er thy glovi us hope,
Of having carthy, {7z a- n Romish Pope.”

After inforning v of the Jemise of Jack the
author gives us, i A auccrelMe poem, “Jack’s
soliloqity. lsthe nmna Jock heve a'lided to?
1f o where waz he, when hi so pathetically ¢o-
lifoquized? Was Fe¢ in America? ‘*Vas ne on the
hriny deep? Was he in Afrear Or was it the
so'iloquy of hismanes afi2r he hadiYeft the earth,
¢“free as a Romish Pope”

After Jack’s soliloquy -—~follews €An epistle o
Ilon: Joseph T. Gibson—ra h :thor of the au-
thor—expressing grat tn 'z for he fraternal care
#estowed upon himin childhaad, 'le allndes to
&+ dilness when a schoolhoy and congratulates

#ois; sell on the progress he has since made, In

the following strains:— froan furtaer effort by my ¢ arks. ‘They haw
! could not Brn‘ther thini fen years ago, been mede with t e most iviendly feelings,and
That J, who laid and slept, ju-t like & Bear | oiih) tie Lost wishes tor I literary  wolfuit

Suould wake frow lotharyv, and dart slong. | (¢ ping he will yethit e u ark, ai which he
Thiough region far with poetic song.. | gim..

Tha verb “laid” in tha secor d line here shosld

ha iay—another error, overlookead by the poet-

Is the gopmuarison here imstituted hatwesen himw

lock

L |
“_-‘ 11.‘-; "...-i-I“I

- LA .
“'r-: . I-i'l-t

LR

let him na de ol persev: raince Wil. cverep:.c
ol obatacles, By pr sever incescve.al men Wi
would otherw te have ived and vied 1 cbacu,
ity have become cminent, and high 'y uveu'ul

Demosthenes—ugiust 'whose progess, ot @
5 emed to have opposed mpassud € bariiers, he
cate, b, perseveiacee, th spriuce of oreiors”
and why ma noviend Gl should he persor e
muke advancements Leyond  hia mose auig
expectations? 1 hope he will, not be digsuaddl

Illi‘.: -i

I remain i’our mosat Obedieat &0
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