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bitedizg bumanity~-the destruction of villages . and of rapine tnd “from the Secrotary of State,’ unless to be landed within this ™ .
wmurder. AW L o5 i i | *“ Republic, under a penalty of not less than one hundred  dollars *’
It was alter this fashion that M. Chevalier proceeded to collect 4 ‘““mor 'more' than five hundred- dollars ; and that vessels car~?’
his yricg laborers, It may be asked where was the French:Marine ¢ » “rying or intending “to carry away emigrants must. come to?’
Officer at the times; this outrageous wrong and injustice were being . ¢ this port with their emigrants on hoard_ to oblain passports, in”’
perpetrated?  He wason board M. Chevalier’s ship, and if any part ‘.order that.an opportunity may be afforded this Government of 34
of his time: was spent on the deck of that wvessel, he must have ‘“ascertaining whether the emigration be free or constrained. ” . i
known that the poor Africans were carried on board ' strongly -:. ¢ All violations of the above law regulating passports will be?’
secured ' with cords, and that thsir fearful countenances bespoke : “ visited with the utmost penalty thereunto annexed.”’ '
every thing but satisfaction. - _ | | “ Done at Monrovia this twenty fourth »
1t is left to the humane and christian world to review and make A2V 0¥ * *“day of May, in the year of our Lord,
up a verdict upon the character of this conscieNTIOUS French Offi- ' [L.S.] - “One Thousand Eight Hundred and fil=”’
cer. ' M. Chavalier as before intimated did not return to Monrovia, | | | ¢ty six and of the Republic the Ninth. **
and consequently conplied with none of the requisitions of the law, | 45 [ Signed ] STEPHEN A, BENSON,
‘but immediately after blling his vessel with a dissatisfied, oppresscd . By the Presiden_t. i 2 .. -
and enslaved number of poor unfortunate inoffensive natives, left , [Signed ] D. B. WARNER.
‘the coast. (i - Secretary of State.
- From all parts between Monrovia and Cape Palmas, complaints | ' 3
poured in to the Government of the wrongs and injustice of Mr. After M. Chevalier’s departure from the Coast, time and oppor-:

Chevalier, and the nativesof the country looked and expected pro- tunity were afforded to ascertain’ the precise condition of matters.
tection from the laws of Liberin. among the aborigines of the country, after the excitement among

Under these ¢circumstances—so painful and revolting to the feel, them, growing out of the kidnapping measures of the chiels to
ings of the people of Liberin, the Government issued g Proclama- : supply his demand for laborers. The excitement apparently, had
tisn, copy of which bere follows, as the only icourse then to pursue, in-a measure, subsided. The natives had received assurances from
that presented a possibility of preventing a repetition of ‘the wrongs the Government, that steps would be taken to prevent a repetition
of M. Cheyalier. | ‘ ' of the deplorable scenes they had passed through,: Tho’ their

~ | :, minds became somewhat relieved, they were still suspicious of each
“PROCLAMATION .» - other.  They looked.for the villages they had lived in—searched

; )’ : : L : for the missing'portions of their families who had fled to the Liberian

er, in behalf of His Im]:rer.m! Majesty’s’ : settlements, .or been carried off by M. Chevalier—their property

haa-recainlly come to ibis coast for the ” squandered—indeed destruction had come upon them, and' they

curing sabourers for French Guyana,:’ i— feared “every ore, and every man’s hand was raised to strike his

the sum of seven. French Dollars ™ neighbor.  Repeated assurances of the Government of Liberia, some-

what,  gave confidence to them, and - their attentien was turned to
theirordinary avocations. Bat for the ready interest and interfér-
ence'of ‘the Liberian authorities, the countries:of New Cesters
‘and Trade town' weuld have become theaters of the most deadl'y
strife; which ‘it 'would have required an expenditure of tens of thou-
ands of dollars to quell, to say nothing of  the utter: destruction of
legitimate trade'in those parts. This is but a sketch of the actual
condition of affairs at those places at the time. - S
The plan adopted by the French for the procuration of emigrants
on our coast having become a matter of much serious 1mportance,
& even the very existence of.the Republic asa free state,
and all that the people thereof hold most sacred—it became a'mattér
of most earnest consideration with the Government, as to the best
course to pursue, to'obviate, in future sych lamentable occurrences.
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