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The Gove nment of Liberia did not for 8 moment believe, that the : French Nalional vessel would deter him from again violating the
Government of His [mperial Majesty would sanction the course of M. Inws of Liberia, and prevent arecurrcnee of the lamentable and deep-
Chevalier, nor such a ¢ourse in any other person actirig under the a- ly regretted disturbances among the aborigines of the Country,
thority of the French Flag. Indeed, the Treaty subsisting between the 9 _which so indelibly marked his former visits to the ‘coast. It was,
two Governments was a guarantee  that such would not be the case: i _however, soon nscerlained that M, Chevalier would have a strong
In March 1857. M. Chevaliet returned to the Ltiberian Coast ¥ and powerful supporter in Commander Laporterie, 1n any future
in continuation of his system for the procuration of free laborers. violations of the Liberian laws, inatead of finding in him a ready and
He 1ot only had a French officer of Marine on board his vessel the . willing agent to. see that the laws - of Liberia were respected and
(Ph®nix) as before, but he was accompanied by the French Pteam adhered to, especially by subjects of his own country, with
‘Ship of War « Euphrate ?» Commandet Laporterie. On your ar- i which this Goyernment is on terms of peace and friendship. = 1t was,
rival at Cape Mount last March, you found M. Chevalier there with and s now, a deep source of regret to find Commander Laporterie
his. Ship,—having arrived two days prcviuus!y—-}prosecuting the  giving encouragement and support to M. Chevalier in his unjustifi-
same business between Care Mount and Gallinas, (both inclusive,) able pretensions, to carrry out his own systerh for the procuration
and had refused io allow a boat sent off from the sottlement of ‘ .of emigrants on the Liberia coast, without earing whether the laws
Robertsport to board him. Captain Cooper, by your direction, : of Liberin were violated or not. There can be no doubt but that
despatched Midshipman Harris of the ¢ Lark ” to' M. Chevalier’s i M. Chevalier claimed the interference of Commander Laparterie
Skip with vour compliments, to inform him that it was legally and ) agninst being compelled by the Liberian authorities to submit to
indispensably requisite that he touch at Monrovia and procure of the | the operation of the law regulating Navigation, Commerce, and
Secretar'y of State passports for all emigrants obtained within the Revanue, and the requirements of the Jaw regulating Passports, and
jurisdiction of this Repnblic, as also to settle the duties aceruing ~ hedfee a communication addressed by him to this government,.
on all merchandize landed or disposed of by him within  the same. through the French Consul. * |
You also addressed him a note to that, éffect by the same convey- " Here is a literal translation of the communication.
ance; wwith all - of which he assured you there would be @ faithfut = | ¢Note to the Consular Agent at Monrovia. The- fiscal and other
compliance by him. In about ten miihutés after Midshipman claims which the authorities at Monrovia have issued with refer-
Harris left the emiarant ship on his way back; and when about a ; ence to Captain Cheyalier, give rise to the following observations.
hundied yards distant from her, he espied and ovérhauled a canos | 1t does not appeat that M. Chevyalier ought to acquiesce in any
near to, and making for said ship, with a man on board seturely - nsyment whatever of acvalorem dutics on the merchardize of ex.
bound with cords; whom Mr. Harris relensed dnd carried on board ] ¢hange, since they are not for the purpose of commercial. opera-
the % Lark :» and whom, you subsequently brought to this city on ] tions with the natives. He offers them 2as gifts to those who facili-
your return in the ¢Lark.” This man repotted that he had becn tate bis business of enlistment, and at first' cost; both remain
unexpectedly seized on shore that morning at Sugarée—distant 1 on board without communicating with the shore, and besides, this .
only five miles from Roberts port—bound with cords, thrown into _, use of the goods being subordinale to the enlistment is essential.
a canoe, antl was being involuntarily taken of 1o Mr. Chevalier as The Hon. Secretary of State, would have assumed the right of
an emigrant. He was incessant in his expressiohs of gratitude to - p'acing on beard of the «Phenix” a fiscal agent and an officer for
his rescuers. M. Chevalier preceded you some four or five days inspecting the engagements on the coast pertaining to the Repub-
to Monrovia, and had left before you retutned. . On hid artivibhere - Jic of Liberia, -‘ ' -
he called on the authorities, and they complained: of his vidla - M. Cheavalier operating under the ‘inspection ofa French ad-
ting the laws on his ldst voyage : and they agdin made: known the = | ministrative Agent who is, himself placed under the control of the
requirements . of the law' regulating Comnierce Navigation and | Commander of one of His Majesty’s vessels, that would be to subject
Revenue, and the provisions of the law regul riing Passports. . _ to suspicion that which France is accustemed to see respected.

M. Chevalier strongly contended that the Government of Liberia | . He does not appear to have any thing else to do in this matter
had no just grounds for the issuing of the Proclaémation in contisc- | than to furnish to the, Secretary of State written assurance that
tion with his operations on the coast—that he had not done or those ‘ships, operating on this coast, in engaging free labourers

-cauged to be done any wrong, or committed any injustice whatever, renounce the liberty of bartering or of prosecuting any other coms-
and that all such information coming to Mﬂmri:witl,..ri wis fdabdicated mercial operation thereon. -

by evil minded persons. Nething was to be gained in:a controver- . Captain Chevalier consenis to this, and he mandalories or prox-

sy with M. Clievalier, dnd it was hoped ' that-the presence of & i?;of the Commander-in- chiof adhere to it. This ought to satisfy
e | | the question. ;
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