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powerf{ul nation, It has the right then, in common with othor
nations, to enact laws and to adopt regulations to suit its circum-
stances without consulting or knowing if they will be ngreeable
to others or not. It is sufficient that the Government and people of
Liberia know that sueh laws and regolations are necessary for their
interest and security, and that they'do not conflict with international

nor conventional Jaw. The Government .of France,and every

other Government, holds it as an inherent right—a sacred privilege,
(o enact such laws as circimstances  point -out, for its;;advantage
and protection, and no one has the right to.complain about them.
Those who do not like their operation, need not place themselves

under their influence. If the laws of Liberia are unfuvorable to °

the operations of M. Chevalier, it would be manly in bim, and
more to his honor to keep clear of their actions 1t strikes us also,
that Commander Laporterie could find much more honorable em.
ployment, than that of encouraging the violation of our Jaws, and
offering unprovoked insults. to a Goyernment, because ofits weak:
ness and ils reluctance to assume a hostile attityde toward hinp,-—
an employment no doubt, that suits him, better than any ether,
All along, the people of Liberia, have believed that their strength
consisted in their very weakness—but it is left to this accomplished
Commander :to teach them another lesson.. .

- 'Iﬂqlhigg further need be said 1n this_cqmle,ctinn,'1 M. _Ch_evn_lier
under the protection of the guns ol Commander Laportorie con.
tinued for a time on the Liberian coagt, in utter viglation of ils

Jaws and in part consummated the object of hisvoyage, -

" The Secretary of State through the French Consul replied. to
Commandex Laporterie—a copy of which here follows,
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s» DEPARTMENT OF _ST'ATE.-
Moxrovis, MARCH ﬁD, 1897.

SIR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy af a Des,
putch, addressed to you by the Commander of H. Im:M%
Steamer “ Euphrate” which you transmitted to me with your nole
Neo. 1. dated March 19, . fo
.1%T% the Despatch I beg to reply in general terms, without con,
finiug  myself to a reiteration, in regular order, of the queries apd
propositions therein contained, _ . ot
" First—The Law regulating the Commerce and Revenue of this
Republic is plain and explicit, requiring that all vessels coming
within the territories of the Repuliic, and trading at poris,of entry
woof which thereare five—~shall pay a duty of six per cenfum
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advalorem of the amount of sulés ; and in case such veag‘o';i_s wish to,
tpdde “const wise, they are requiréd to enter the whole of _ﬂ}gzip
dirodes, dnd pay & duty of eight per cerituin on their prime cost;
obtaining at the same time, assurance from the compfroller of Clus-

toms that a draw-back of datigs shall be allowéd on nil{éuéﬁﬁaﬂﬁ of

dnidl edrgoes as are not sold within the limits of this Republic ; ars
dent spirits and ‘wines excepted. Further, every trade vessel is
required, on entering at the Cudstom House, to deposit her papers
in the office of the Representative of the nation to which she be-
longs ; in the absence of such 4 Represéntative the papers must be
deposited at the Custom flotise of the port she enters; which
arrangement renders it necessary that such vessel, having prosecuted
a coast-wise trade, should return to the port where she first entered.
These provisions apply to all vessels imporfing goods into the ter-
ritory ol the Republic’ for the purpose of any kind of exchange
whatever. | '

The cpse of the “ Phenix ” does not furnish an exceplion ; for

te bestowing of Merchandize upon (hose who are of service in

facilitating the prosecution of our business, whatever it be is, to
all intents and purposes, bartering such merchandize 3 the bestow.
ing of the goods beinig in consideration of the rendering of services,

“Seeondly: In regatd to the Passports, I beg  to say, as such, a
gcheme of emigration as that being prosecuted by M. Chevalier
was not contemplated by this Government, the Legislature has made
xio provisions for the furnishing of passporfs to persons wishing to
leave the Republic, at any.other place than at Monrovia, nor by
any other individyal than {He Secretary of State.

" Thirdly. The limits of the térritory claimed. by this Republic,,
dte included between the Shebar on the North-west, and Gran

Cess on the South-east. In ¢asés where direct purchase of any
intermediate points has not heen effected by this Government the
Chiefs or Head.men of said points have, by trealy stipulations,
caded to this Governfment political jurisdiction over those points.
"It is & matter of very deep regret to this Government that from an
expressed desire on its part of carrying out the provisionsof its Com:
merce and Revenue Law, by placing an inspécting officet on boar
of vessel§ trading on this coast, there should be inferred a disposition
to call in question the honor and dignity of the nation to which
siich vessels belong ¢ and that the absence of a regularly establishec
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police nlong the Lﬁ)é'rlan coast, to afford faéilities to an isolated an

singular scheme, should be regarded as an lﬁ*riﬁgemén t of the laws
of hationg: It is cértainly not counsonant to. I{li_'d.la'fv! of nations that .
one Government shiould, for fhe sake of its own conveniencey infringe

upon the rights of another, 2RI NI < SN
U1t s {he earhest hope of this Government that this malter will
b shetied_ satisfactorily to dll chiicethiod, Without invalying the
néééusity Of any protracled debate on theé subject.
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