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to them, and Defendants maintaining that the onin of 18 igporant of its duty, and of the weight of responsibility resting upon
must first be disposed of by the Cdm%', and it waaq ?ﬁ;::‘oﬂ;ﬁ%f{:ﬂ - i% at all t_i'mas-?-no{ only in this case, but in all cases submitted toit .
" heard first on the demurrers—the Court decided in favor of Defend- for judicial hearing. . e a
_ants, lssue was thep joined on the Pleas in bar to the action, ‘And_yet, may it plense your Honor, though. I have reierred to
Here one of the Defendants read a puper. of some Jength before the the apparent confusion of the preliminary proceedings on the part of
Court referring to the origin of the Callege enterprise—to the pro- ~ Plaintiffs in this action, T doubt not we shall be able, to show ver{_;‘

' ceﬁdingﬂ' Gflhe lTr_.uattees in determining the location of the College ‘satisfactorily and conclusively, that there need be no difficulty wit
 ——to the motives which he believed had prompted this a

them &c,. [We ipsert the speech entire-en.]

ction against the Court in arriving at a just and legal conclusion In regard to the
" | | merits of this whole matter ;=—and especially, sir, if we are (o re-
. gard law as being uniform, and not unsetiled -and fluctuating. 1If
Max it please the Court.. , _ ' e this were to be the case, it would be to disorganize the whole ju-

. The action now pending before your Honor is one involving dicia} system—to confonnd all legal proceedings—to banish all cer-
many important interests connectéd with the, future welfare of our tainty :and stability (rom the law—and to_dgstmy at once all uni-
lnf_ﬂ.!lt;,s_tatg,;andh one in which the whole people. of this Republic | formity of decision. 1 would ask, sir, can it be supposed thqt ‘this
are (,IBBP_]}C. ‘concerned. Therefore, in view of its importance, and court is. prepared to rush into-such wild disorder and Cf{nﬁl.ﬂlﬂﬁ?-‘, |
with a view that 1 shall not be misrepresented, and that the world No, never-—never for all time to come; much less now in the very
shall know and judge of the character of the proceedings instituted * infancy of the Judiciary of this Republic. The Courts of Liberia are
in: this case—1 have deemed it proper to commit to paper what I just now establishing a character which will reflect honor or dis-
propose _t,o‘ say here in-defence of the Trustees of Liberia Col-lege.' " credit upon our national escutcheon for ages to come s—they are
~ Cerfain individuals, sti)]'ling' themselves Commissioners, and pur- now-establishing precedents which will be referred to when you afid

rting to be acting in the name, and on behalf of the Township of 1, gir, shall be no more, though our names possibly will not be for-
__{,,aX-ABtilangl,_ ha.ving syed out before your Honor a writ of injunc- gotten 1n connexion with the transactions of this very day. How
tion agnivst the President and Trustees of Liberia College, we now important then that the charncter of cur courts be founded oh the
appear befpre you, sir, in obedience to your command to show cause " broad basis of impartial justice; and that we commit no judicial

WhJ!_ t!'ﬂ .ﬂ!ﬂd i“ji“hqtiﬁl.l should be dissolved. Foomis i, error. which might have been avoided by the simple ap'p’licatim’l'bf

It is matter of regret, however, that the Trustees do appear common sense to the ordinary rules of legal proceedings. . lt is

before your Honor under some little disadvantage, inasmuch as inviolably true, sir,—as | bave heard our distinguished Attotney

the  proceedings instituted ‘against them seem {o be shrouded in General often remark—that “we should keep the scales of justice
great, mystery: The Action they are called upon to answer is well dusted and properly balanced. I say Amen ; and_l'pr"ax‘!}oﬂ

?#pou; name or precedent—entirely irregular—-founded on some that the Judges of all 'Courts in Liberia, as hitherto, . will conlinug
fiction upknown to the law, or to any principle of law within my | to exercise the right committed to, and enjoined on them of over-
r_eqdmgior.rhel!‘lpe_riencc of law matters. ARG Bl R : looking aund maintaining in their purity the streams of justice, ™

The Plaintiffs in this action, sit, seem to have discovered some all their branches, throughout the length and breadth of "our land.
great secret in legal proceedings which no body else has discovered For should these become corrupt, what security - have ‘we for 1!’“
and which I venture to assext—except themselves—the mo's‘t"a'sl'ulef protection of life, liberty, or property?—none whatever : and id
lawyer of the Monrovia bar cannot fathom, =~ ' | this condition we will be left to the caprice and cupidity of imbiticus

. dloweyer, Iam, hhppg to say, that the. Trustees of Liberia - and designing men. But, sir, 1 cannot, l,lw'_ill not believe l'_i!‘af‘ﬂfe |
College  appear belora this court with full reliance on the legal . Courts of this Republic will so degonerate. No, Heaven furbid that
knowledge of your Honor, and upder the consoling reflection that = the time shall ever come when the Judges of our Courts wil abandon
your; sir, will be fully able to discrimimate between right and regard for their own reputation—for the reputation of the courts
wrong, and bqﬁw,e.gn truth and falsehood': and that notwithstanding over which they preside—for the reputation of Liberia-——i_:_md above
the wmysterious labyrinths through which Plaintiffs would lead us, ‘all_will abandon regard [or the reputation and protection of the
we shall not be lest in the dubious and dark windings of their irreg. citizens at large of our-common country. = SR
ular judieial proceedings—nor compelled to' conscnt fo, their notion 1 beg to observe, may it please your Honor, that 1 do not malke
of imaginary ‘wrong—noy, submit to their. dictum of the legal course ~ these remarks jnstructively nor cautionary to the Qogt_‘t_—'—'-thq CQum
of tfedraas:——:nnr_ai;r‘ that you will suffer Jll'rﬁ.lf)_ remain in this bewil- i ‘as I have stated, understands its duties and_responm!)ﬂltleq;—-n‘elﬁlet
dered maze, infasted as it is, to be devoured by, merciless wolves. No, would I be understood asindulging any doubts in respect to the
S1v,, Eﬂ“tlﬁmﬁll- on the other side must not quj'ppme that the Court is integrity of the Court. But, rsir, thgy are prompted lly_a'dbqitg'_ 10
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