Georgia. ‘The buildings erectedthere were: not:thén completed, and 4 " Government;.and that, for. his future . guidanice, a new set of instructions
‘'schooner was building at the expense of the United States. -~ 71 {0 ' be given, conformable to: the opinion entertained by the present Executive.
.. On;the 2d, April of that: year, instructionsiwere!sent to the agent,that .. Jt-appears to me that;the. whole businesscof this agency requires remodel-
- %in no case are the supplies now or hereafter to be furnished to: be distrib- ling. Jts expenses far exceed n.,-e_alabhshmem--..-agan}f](!f,be

vted smong the liberated Africans at the agency,or:among the colonists ;*” fully competen he object } FORBIEIAER,

ﬂl!_d,_-h&}i\ﬁa.s:diractgd~ to “¢ 'dischar-ge all 'the s_uperi,ﬁtendentg and L-agantrg,;ot'-‘ ' ‘The '-Wl}_gl_ﬁ_!]_ﬂmlL‘_ & ; ted t?.Aﬁ' 1ca b}{ L‘ETGOEP?H“,“?"" / ((5 0

every description, who ' have been and are under pay, except those whose since the passage of the act of 1819, 18, ﬂc?dl:dmg.-tﬂ_thﬁ ..plo@tf-}rffb,rma:iloﬁ'ﬁ /i

services are  absolutely necessary.” i'On-the 12th: December, he was in- can collect, less, than 260... The, appropriations for their support ia the -
strugted “net to expend any, more. money on: the public: buildings.’” - - Upited Statés, ransportation to Africa, and 'superintendence/ there, have'
' In Oectober, 1828, Dr. Richard’ Randall was appointed ‘agent. 'Allithe amounted to. $264,710. . Kvery liberalcd RegiQ..las {NELCIOLE,. LN~
recaptured Africans previously sent out-had ceased ‘to be a charge: upon United States.near one thous , .. But immensely the greater por-

‘the ragency, and he was inforined that he would have: little to:do but to tion of this money has been paid, not for the direct suP_port-_and_.cpmfnr!a-of
take care of the public property. A S i the negroes themselves,but for the salaries, compensation, and subsistence

“Dr. Randall died in April, 1829, and Dr. Joseph Mechlin, who had gone: of those who have been employed to keep, provide for, superintend, and

out; as ‘assistant agent, succeeded him ‘as principal. :In March, 1830, he . teach thems; for buildings, vessels, implements of industry, arms, munitions
received from Florida ninety-one liberated Africans, sent out by the'Gov- ‘ of war, and supplies in-defence. - To say nothing of the principles involved
erbment. - . - - T e b1 kb DY ik - in the Navy Department, building, arming, and maintaining forts on a dis-
_.The accaunts.of Dr, Mechlin are those now under consideration.. - I 'have rant continent, where there is no naval station, and raising and maintain-
entered-into the foregoing detail for the purpose of showing what -ptinoiples.- | ing an army, 'or an armed force, in a foreign land, certaml.y suchﬂ&g:q;;g?—;
‘have been adopted and acted upon heretofore, by those in the administra- sive and costly establishment is not necessary fPl' the ,accompi}stljtpﬁi}tréf
tion ‘of the Government, relative to the affairs of' this agency. Whatever: every ‘object contem lated by the acts ol oNSLess, ' . i e
t,t? "Gﬂ%r'gme“'é itself can lawfully send: out for the use of the recaptured ' . It is not; however, my proviuce }o recommend any measure qu ‘."7“’?3;.“-‘
Africans, theaagent may lawfully purchase for theiruse in case of" SitV. ment'to the’Navy Department. ke bheden R TR
;&qeon;%iggly, }{‘ the dﬂt;counts of {hg various agents heretofore s:ttl'ié],e:l?::lg?s 1n-relution to gae -agcounts of the agency, the Wholq object df | this”_rep:g‘rt 1
1ave been allowed for the purchasegf, perhaps, ever cies: of artic av be summed ap in two points: - '- o s S Eal B
which has been shipped fmmpthe Unitﬁl ’Sfates *fgr’the u);:l;?i‘ﬁ: gt:;;;::n? m-;f:‘ffst. From negessit'y, and the justice of the case, § th!“l_‘f the {E!‘%c?'?f{‘s
mept, . i From a comparison ot Dr. Mechlin’s vdfichers: with those/ passed: - of the present agent ought to be settled upon the same pritci ?ﬂ' *‘Zhl n
to- the-eredit.of his predécessors, there is, I believe; not one without pre-- have beéen recognised and acted on in the accounts of His predecessors.
cedent.to snpport ity sotfar as it regards: the: principle of the claim. " Indeed - Secondly. 1 solicit fur the agent a NOW set of instructions, ¢°F'f9"9?:'?=‘? 3y
it would perhaps be difficult to imagine an expenditure: incident: to the he views entertained by you of law and policy in relation 1o that “agency,

~ business of human life, which is not in principle embraced in the settle- and so specific as to obviate all future difficulties in relation to the powers,
ments:heretofore n.ade of the accounts of the agents for the reception: of | duties, and accounts of the agent.

liberated Africans at Liberia. : ion, I shall feel at liberty to plrbce'ed‘ with the
_ fricans at Libeéria 1f it meet your approbation a ke offect, according

I’fﬁthiﬂ }ls more e,v;lﬂdent to my mind than the prop-osition.{tha‘t‘a iarge | _gettlement ‘of the accoums, dntil the new instructions
portien af .these expenditures i not justified by the language or objéct of | to the? tuleiabove suggested. - ' ' ' LT
the act of 1819. Yet a different construction-has been put. upon that st . Onrefetence of the case to the Aftorney General, as now presented, fam

by .the Government itself ; that construction has prevailed through a series - ‘sonfident that he would, be of opinion that this course is admissible and just,
Of years, it hgg1 gsoYﬁrned the  settlement: of all ti?e agent’s accoﬁ:;.;:, se;:lers -';hmg:ﬁ might;ghink'of the -power.s.gmmed by the lfw of 181 ﬂf::l,%.:;;
Mechlin was appointed agent, with the :sarie powers as his predecessorss : question were one. of first impression. .« . soro o0 Lo
he expeeted, and had'a right to expect, that his accounts would be:'settled T 7 Very, respectfully, your obedient SETNANDL, | i 7t Bkl L
“M_the same principles; indeed, a large portion of his:payments:is for T b A bR s irese e shiimigiion e AR KENDA’I"I‘
- aexvices rqnderad_'_unde.r*_their' management. If the message of! the Presi- " Jorn BrANCH, ESq:; e iy of
dent, the,'mm,'mt.‘onsjg“,’e“' to:.the: agents, and: the fPreeadems-*seit-»inathe - . Secretary of the Navy.
sektlement of their accounts, are not law, it could-not be otherwise than - i A oy A
that the agent. should consider them aisure guide in his official ‘acts; and
fully explanatory of the meaning of the law as understood by his superiors.
Teo apply another construction ;and new rules to.the settlement.of -his ac-
unts, and. make them: operate retrospectively; would: certainly be & great

“~

Midﬂhitpy}ifnnot “elljuu- EER A T R 2y _ - . ,

1t seems to me right and proper that his aecounts shouldnow  ad]
on | . | B now: be adjnst~

ﬂd upon the-nnncﬂplfcm heretofore settled by the/instructions and aets tn'fl the
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