port should be transmitted to them. The opportunity was. used to recall

the attention of .the colonists to.the principles which must regulate their

intercourse with the natives, so long as the society retains its African juris-

diction. . From the justice, liberality, and forbearance, which have hereto-
fare.characterized that intercourse,on the part of the Liberians, the mana-

gers indulge the hope that no deviation from those principles will be per-
ceived in the present case, when fully explained and correctly understood.

In regard to the general condition and prospects of the settlements. of

Liberia, the managers might adduce the testimony of several gentlemen
who have recently visited the United States after a residence of several
months, and in some cases of several years, within their limits, to show. that

they are such as to demonstrate the wisdom-and benevolence of the society,

and leave little for its -friends to regret but the deficiency of its means and
the tardiness of its movements. In their general statements of the pros-
perity and promise of the colony, Messrs. Skinner,Seys, Matthias; Buchanan,

McDowell, Savage, with Messrs. Shaw -and Brown, (intelligent men of

color,and the former a resident of more than fourteen years in Liberia,)
coneur. . A letter of Doctor Goheen, a very respectable and well-educated

physician,attached to the Methodist mission at Monrovia, dated the 8th of

L Aungust, 1838, exhibits the most satisfactory evidence of thre good charagc-
ter,.contentment, and improvement of the settlers, as. wonderful as it is
_gratifving to-every humane and Christian heart. He remarks:

« It is a source of great pleasure to me to be able to inform:you that alt

the colonies are in a prosperous condition. The vigorous exertions and
Anxions devotedness which characterize the efforts of the citizensto elevate
«and eslablish themselves permanently in the possession of privileges moral
and political, almost amount to enthusiasm, = i s -
., “T'he people are industrions and persevering in their attempts to gain a
comfortable livelihood, temperate and economical in their habits, and ap-
Jear to be really enjoying life. | seln : o

¢ It 1s a mistaken idea that among the colonists there are contentious and
dissatisfied spirits, who long ¢ for the flesh pots of Egypt,’ and desire to
turn. back aud enjoy ¢ the proud man’s contumely’ in America. = No, no:
there are here no restless persons, nor any who would give up ,thei;
possessions in. Africa for any station, no matter however elevated, in the

conntry where they cannot have equal rights, but must ever be looked upon

as the dark and degraded sons of Ham. Many to whom I have put the
question, would you prefer to return to America,and live bondmen as you
have beeu ? have replied in substance, no, sir ; we would rather remain here
possessed of . half the privileges.and happiness that wé now have, than {;
back and be rgported free men in any of the States. e

ot Lbayve inquired diligently, and 1 have yet the first man to :;‘ind who

would leave Liberia for a residence in America on any terms.

e T his account yon will find fully co_rrob_drated-rby the numerous létteré
written by the colonists, and sent to their afflicted .brethren throfighout the
Union. .1 am aware. that it is ‘not credited by éofne; but if men are‘hdt
themselves the best judges of their own enjoyments and feelings, and are
not do. be helieved when they thus publicly tesiify of the hlezsi’nzs and
comforts which they possess, I ask what portion of this community isit'that
A8 better qualified to decide.’’ - - - P TR, "
oo ol Ja;in,,!gh{sgrges,I_)pglm;, Gobeen : . AW Si bl ol e |
cwitedt ds atterly impossible for.you to forma:correct estimate of the amouns

- divines, lawyers, physicians, and mechanics.
wealth and live at ease ; here the inhabitants enjoy all the comforts ¢
loxuries of a soil the most fertile, well watered, and best timbered, that'l
have ever seen. And, here permit me to ask, why do you colonization

‘received into houses
the luxuries that are usually found

-,

of gnod that haé_;esql_}tedrfmm the means thus far expended, unless you

-

were here to:observe with your own eyes the changes wrought. - The man
‘who was a slave in _America is here a free citizen;

the plebeian and sef-

vant there, the lord of the soil here; there the degraded child of affliction,
‘here the claimant and occupant of the highest office in the gift of a {ree

peoplé. ‘Here there are colonists of all professions and trades; gévembﬁs,
Here are those who possess
and

folks, in every address that you make, speak of the burning sands and bar-

yenshores of Africa? Becanse,in the vast continent of Africa, the Zahara

desert is found. Where is the continent that has no desert? Is there not
a great desert within the.territory of the United States ?  England and
other European nations get all their ship building and other timber from
Africa. The coast from Senegambia southward presents an almost 1ni-
pregnable {orest, which contains a much greater variety of trees than you
have in the States, and alsa a sufficiency to supply the world for centuries.
But to return. There is here every possible inducement to prompt and
stimulate the emigrant to action : a rich soil, a great variety of ' vegetables,
and a ready market. The authorities of this town have recently establish-

ed a market, which overflows with the products of the conntry. The com-

forts possessed by the faimers, mechanics, and merchants, far surpass the
opinion that you wonld form of them, unless you could be present, to be
as splendidly furnished and well provided with all
in the possession of citizens of refined

and populous towns. .

« The moral and religious state of society 1s very good ; this is emphati-
cally a church-going community. In this town we have a ¢ Moral Friend-
ship Society,” a ¢ Union Sisters of Charity Society,” a ¢ Female Benevo-
lent Society,” . a ¢ Missionary Society,’ a flourishing ¢ Temperance So-
ciety;’ and to the above kst we have recently added a ¢ Liberia Lyceum.”
The lyceum is well attended, and promises to bestow much lasting good
upon the citizens. _ ROk G & Oy

« From the above facts it is evident that your cause isa good one, and .
has been blessed and prospered by Heaven’s hand ; it has found favor in
the sight of God and man; it is fraught with counsiderations the most en-
nobling ;.it demands from every well wisher of the human family his sui-

: 'frage,..and appeals directly for assistance to all Christian believers in the
‘coming millenium.” ' RIEE

It is true that two or three individuals who have visited Liberia have
made representations of .its character and condition of a different and dis-

[ ]

conraging nature ; but neither the sources from which they priceed, nor
the circumstanges under which thev were made, can give them 'the._grerl;t
to which-the testimony just cited, and that by which 1t 1$ conﬁ'rmed,"ls etl-
titled, in the judgment of sober and candid minds. The managers are con-
vinced that the history of colonization affords 1o instance m which the es-

tablishment of colonies in an uncivilized country: has beeii more successfl

than on the shores of Liberia. | gil
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In their last annual report, it was the  painful dnlj-hf‘ﬂlﬂ_ nin iagers 1
‘uotice the continued existence, and, in Some respects, augmented atrogities,
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