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“Tiop Now 983,

Jit Agg IV, ‘There shall be'a board of directors, composed: of® delegates

from the several State societies and societies for the District of Columbia
‘" and ‘the Territories of the United States.” Each "society contributing not

' Jess than one thousand dollars annually into'the common treasury shall be

‘entitled 'to two delegates; ‘each society having under it§ care a colony shall

he entitled to three delegates; and any two or more societies uniting in

the support of a colony, composing at least three hundred souls, to three
delegutes each. Any individual contributing one thousand ‘dollars to the
society shall be a director for life. R R R T .

ArT. V. The society and the board of directors shall mieet' annually at

‘Washington, on the third Tuesday in January, and at such other times and
'places as they shall direct. The board shall have power to organize and
“administer ‘a general government for the’ several colonies in Liberia ; to

provide a uniform code of laws for such colonies, and manage the general

affairs of colonization throughout the United States, except within the
States which planted colonies. They shall also appoint annually the exec-
utive committee, to consist of seven, with such other officers as they may
déem necessary.: Any two members of the executive committee, with the

‘chaitman, shall form a quorum for the transaction of ordinary executive

- "business ; but all appropriations of money, or measure involving the ex-

penditure of {funds other than for the payment of dehts previously con-

| ‘tracted by order of the executive committee, shall be approved by at least

four members of the executive committee. The officers of the society shall

' 'be ex officio members of the board of’ directors; and shall have a right to
“speak, but not to vote.. The said board of directors shall‘designate the:

“salaries of the officers, and adopt such plans as they may deem expedient

" yvide for tlhe fulfilment of all existing obligations of the American Co
~ zation Society, and nothing in the fellowing article of these amendments

for the promiotion of the colonization cause. ' It shall 'be their duty to rpr:t}--
oni-

" “shall limit or restrain’ their power to'make such provisions by an equitable

-a"gsesg'n]éil.:']t Oh the S'es__reral societies. _
' directors shall be regularly called, and there are not at least six'members
i ‘attendance, in such case five members of the executive committee, the

Whenever a meeting of the board of

chairman’ being one, with such directors, not less than two, as'may be

“'present, shall constitute a board, and have competent authority to transact

" any business of the society ; 'provided, however, the board so constituted

shall earry no question unless the vote be unanimous.

Arr. VI. The expenses of the general government in Africa shall be
borne by the several associated societies, according to the ratio to be fixed
by the Laara Of QIreetars, = o cwt v m Se e T P

Art. VII. Every such society, which has under its care & colony, asso-

" ciated under the general government, shall have the right to appropriate

its own funds in the colonization and care of its emigrants. * -

1

“Axnr, VIII. The board of directors shall have the e'xclﬁSi'vé'1fight to' ac-

. quire territory in-Africa, to negotiate treaties with the native Africatitribes,

Arm. X, It shall be the duty 1 it .
... presidents, according to senlority) to preside at'meetings of'the society, and
#to call meetings when he thinks necessary, 1 /it

*""Arr. XI. The board of directors and thé executive conimittee'shall have

_und to appropriate the territory and define the limits of the colonies.”

1

L anpudlly by the society, . T o e Bl St des o

duty of the president (or it his absence the vice

' a8 "=
'..‘rf 1 "] r

%
11!,:‘4;- ; i .1_.:"1. " . | - 'gsi : ’:: F;Li; fm
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Lopower to fill up all 'vacancies eccurring in their respective numbers during
‘the year, and to make such by-laws for their government as they may deem
- necessary, provided the same are not'repugnant to this consttution. ™

oo Arm. X1I. This constitution may be modified or altered, upon’a propo-

1o .5 ART.-1V o The representatives.shall, in all cases;; exce

. ‘l : . o -1 ‘ -r.-r i as '.

sition to that effect by any of the said societies, transmitted to each of the

societies three months before the annual meetings of the board of directors,

provided such proposition receive the sanction of ‘two-thirds of the board

at their next-annual meeéting. =~ .0 o £y SyEaih
Axnr. XIIL The representatives of the societies present at the annual

meeting adopting this'constitution shall have the power to elect delegates

10 serve in.the board of directors until others are appointed by their socie-

ties.” The delegates shall meet immediately after their election, organize,

. and enter upon their duties-as a.board. = -

Arr. XIV. All'sums paid into the treasury of the American-Coloniza-

tion Society shall be applied, after defraying the expenses of collection of

the same, and a ratable portion of ‘the subsisting debts of the society, to
the advancement; use, and benefit of the colony of Monrovia; and the

- agent of the society; or governor, shall reside therein.

P i T

CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF LIBERIA,

Adopted by lhe

board of difectors .of the American Colonization
Society, January 5, 1839, it e

The American Colonization Society hereby ' grants to the colenies or

settlements in Liberia, on the western coast of Africa, under its care, the
- following constitution:: - _

ArT. I. The colomes or setdémént_s of Monrovia, New Georgia, Cald-
well, Millsburg, Marshall, Bexley, Bassa Cove, and Edina, apd such other
colonies hereafter established by this society, or by the colonization socie-

 ties adopting the constitution of the American Colonization Society; on the
. western coast of

Africa, are hereby united into one government, under the
name and style of the commonwealth of Liberia. s i)

15 kS

., an‘s:.A'rIVE_ POWER,

-; v Ar 1L Al le.'g'islialti?*e '-_pOWIers herein grantéd shall be . vested-in a
- governor and council of Liberna, bat all laws by them epacted shall be
. suhject to the revocation of the American Colonization Society. ..i 7.

f S6ld

Arr. I1I. The council shall consist of representatives to:be electedgby
the people of the several colonies or settlements, and shall be apportioned
among them according toa just ratio of representation. Until otherwise

provided, Monrovia, New Georgia, Caldwell, and Millsburg, shall be
entitled. to0. six. representatives; and: Marshall, Bexle

y; Bassa’ Cove, and

. Edina, to four representatives—to: be apportioned a,;mong-.i_ytbem -by:.the

' B

governor. .-

T ALY 6 o0 R ER G
ptitreason,-felony,

«.and, breach of .the. -Pﬂaﬁﬂmab@!ﬁp{,i%ilﬂgéﬂ from, arrest during theirattend-
- ance at; the session of the, council; and:
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