L g

1036 Rep. No. 28'3. | Lo Rep No. 283_ 1037:

Much 'valuable informa’tiqmwill be acquired., _I_"lrliﬁt;"ﬁl'ﬂﬁ'-Bl'e‘ﬂﬁ.-’&“d*% good : dév:olvéd' by '-Parlihmapt,;-—-i'-nv-’-th'e_- year 1828, did not —coqsider' him'salf
results ‘secured, by this expedition. ‘Whethér it ' proceeds jonthe most entitled to mtetfere;*wuhf'tpe- traffic of any vessel of a friendly nation,
eeonomical ‘plan, or with the best ‘instructions, I' am incompetent, being whatever her purpose, coming ‘to purchase goods, in themselves lawful,

withott - information, to judge. - I wish'it all possible success ;. and I fer- within'the waters of'a British-settlement. In consequence of this informa-
vently pray that the generous conduct of the English Government, in this tion; Lord John Russell, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, concur-
casé, may be soon imitated by the Government of my own country. '~ rin :.;_vlrlth h_,lg predecesgor, gave strong mstl:ucthnsfor-hthe dlscontl.nuar{ce'
*‘In retiring from all public connexion with a cause to which the best powers | of this practicey and for the punishment of it as illegal; expressed his opin-
of my mind and the best yearsof my life have been devoted, I'have feltimn- _jon that it was desirable 'the. government of these settlements shotild be
pelled, I trust by a deep sense of duty,to submit these thoughts to' you, gen- . resumed by the'Crown, and instructed Doctor M adden, a gentleman who had
tlemen, and to the friends of ‘Africa and her afflicted children, in England formerly been employed as a stipendiary magistrate in the West Indies,
afidthe United States. ' If they contribute. in the least toallay animosity,to - aqd :_subsequently in the mixed commission at Havana, to proceed as com-
promote truth, justice, and charity; if in' a single mind they awaken a more . missioner to the Gold Coast and the other: British settlements on the west °
power(ul sympathy fora pecple bound in chains, and trodden in the dust { if coast of "Africa, for the purpose of investigating, these and other matters
to a single unfortunate man of color they reveal, even fatntly and in the ‘connécted with the administration and condition of these settlements. He
distance, the star of hope for himself; and the ancient and once renowned | = wasatthe same time mstr_ucled to' Inquire 1nto _and report upon ‘the' pros-
mother land of his ; rogenitors, and rouse him to the high ambition of rebuild- pects of emigration from Sierra Leone to the British West India colouies.
ing her ruins, and restoring to her embrace her long lost children ;if they im- ~“The reports, which' were the result of this gentleman’s inquiries, involv-
pressupon the masters of slaves the great and universallaw of Christ, “Thou ing materially the interests of humanity and of commerce, and impeaching
shaltlove thy neighbor asthyself;? if, finally, (and would that I.could hope gravely the characters of individuals engaged in the British trade with
s6 much,) they should incline American and English philanthropists to unity Africa, in & manner which seemed to call for further investigation before
of opinion, to mutual and {riendly co-operation on the same plan, becaunse any conclusion could be fairly come. to' upon the questions at issue, have
the best plan for the civilization of Africa’ and the elevation of ‘all her be..en.-lagd before your committee, have in fact formed the basis of their
people, I shall not have lived in vain. 4 ST AR proceeding; and are published with this report; but, in publishing them,
““I'have the honhor to be, gentlemen, very respectfully, your friend, &ec: - your committee beg to state that, while they do full justice to the value
L5k L LA i ' ' -~ R. R. GURLEY. - of much of ' the information contained 1n them, and tosthe zeal and dili-
' 1 . gence of Doctor Madden, they do not concur in all his conelusions, or i1n-
tend to warrant the accuracy of his statements. His inquiries were con-
- ducted over o vast surface of coast in a short period, and under circum-

| : S0 Y | . stances of considerable interruption from health disordered by the climate;
Report of the select commitlee of the British House of Commons on the and in many instances he apparently found himself compelled to take his
state of the British possessionison the west coast of Jfrica—Jdug. 1842. information from third  parties, the accuracy of whose statements and the
PR g 38) SRR i (AT T R e i e correctness of whose ‘opinions he had not the opportunity of testing.:
' The sélect committee appointed to inquire into the state of the British “/In ' many of his recommendations-they concur ; on some, and those of
‘possessions on the west coast of Africa, more especially with reference to - no slight importance, they have come to an opposite opinion; but, think-
their present relations with the neighboring native tribes, and who were ing it would be more convenient that they should give their own conclu-
empowered to report their observations, together with the minutes of evi- sions, upon the whole subject submitted to them, in a consecutive form,
dence taken before them, to the' House, have considered the matters to . rather ‘than in 'the shape of a commentary upon his reports, they beg to
them referred, and have agreed to the following report : - - i submit the following statement and recommendations to the House, as the
- Your-committee, previous to reporting the result of theirinquiries into conclusions at which they have themselves arrived : - "
the subject ‘which has been submitted to'them by your honorable House, STy 3 | | '
think it desirable to state the circumstances which led to their appointment.
In the course of the year 1839, information was communicated to the ABE LTI s R i o X421 EEERL R
Marquis of Normanby,then ‘Secretary of State for the Colonies, that-a * T the first place, then, we recommend that the Government of the Brit-
Spanish slaver, the Dos Amigos, had, a' short time previous to seizure, ish ‘forts upon the Gold Coast be resumed by the Crown, and that all
been allowed 'to trade freely at Cape Coast,a’ British settlement on the denendence on the Government of Sierra Leone should cease.
Gold Coast, and had been supplied there by a' British merchant, a magis- ./ 'We fully admit the merits of that administration, whether we look to
trate, with some of ‘the goods, not equipments, requisite for carrying on a the officer employed, Captain Maclean, or to the committee under whom
her unlawful traffic. This information led to'further inquiry, in the course he has' acted, which, with the miserable pittance of between £3,500 and
of ‘which it appeared that such practices were not unusual, and that Capt. £4,000 a year, has exercised, from the four ill-provided forts of Dixcove,
Maclean, the governor, appointed by ‘the committee of merchants in Lon- Cape Coast, Annamaboe, and British :Acera, manned by a few ill-paid black
don, on whom the' charge of ‘the settlements of the Gold Coast had'been : soldiers, a very wholesome influence over a'coast not much less than one
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