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that Dr. Hopkms was the first who conceived the 1dea of aaud-
ing convertad Africans to-their native land, for the sake of com-
mumcatmg the knowiedge of Chrnsnamty to thau' bemghted
countrymen. ~

After the revolutionary war was termmatad by the acknow-f
ledgment, on the part of Britain, of the mdependenee of these

United ' States, Dr, Hopkins and his flock returned again to

Newport; and although the prospect of sendmg to Africa. the
persons who had been prepared for that mission was rendered
impossible, by reason of the decease of one of the young men,
and by the total want of aﬂequate furids for the execution of
that enterprise, yet his zeal in behalf of the African race was
in no degree diminished. He wrote and pubhahed a pamphlet in

favour of the emancipation of the Africans held in'bondage in'

this. country, which was, probably, the first treatise on that
subject from any pen.’ He also reorganized the society which
had been scattered during the war, to the funds of which,
though poor; he was by far the largest contributor. . Having
‘received nine hundred dollars for the copy-right: of his System

of Theology, he gave one hundred to' promote the objects of
this society, and he still encouraged himself and his friends to

proceed in their benevolent enterprise, = ¢ The way,”’ said he
¢to the propesed mission still lies open, and the encouragemems
in it are as great as ever. All that is wanting is money, exer-
tion, and missionaries to undertake ‘it. There are religious
blacks to be found who understand the language of the nations
“in those parts, who might be employed if they were properly
encouraged ; and if they were brought to embrace Christianity,
and to be civilized, it would put an end to the slave trade and

“yender them happy; and it would open a door for trade which

would be to the temporal interest both of the -Africans and

Americans. - As attention to the. prophgatmn of the: gonpel
appears to be now spreading and increasing in America, it is

hoped that the eyes of many will now be opened to see the

peculiar - obligations they are: under to attempt to send  the
- gospel to the A.fuoam, whom we bﬂa inju.red and abused SO
 greatly, more than aﬁy other people: upder heaven, it heing the
best and only compensation which we can make them.”” It is

 truly wonderful how just and- matare were the sentiments of

this wise man, respecting the advamages which would accrue
__fmm the civilization and christianization of Africa. The very
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reasons which are now urged by the friends of Afncaﬁ colomza-'

tion, namely, the sup pression of the slave trade; the promotion

of a trade mutually profitable to the parties, and the: establish+
ment of peace and prosperity among the natives of that conti-
nent, are here distinctly referred to. The precedmg cltauon 18

~ from Dr, qukms s ¢ Life of Susannah Osborn.’

But, alt gbugh Dr. H0pkms was disappointed in the hope
which he had so fondly entertained. of sending missionariesto
Africa ht is.a remarkable fact, that two of those young Africans
1nstrucfed by him with a view to this mission, in extreme old
age went to Liberia, when the colony:was planted there.  One
of these was Deacon Gardner, a man well known. throughout
New England and especially in Boston, -The history of this
man is not only remarkable but somewhat romantlc. He was
a native of Africa, but was brought to this country in the year-
1760, when only fourteen.years old. . He very soon manifested
extraordmary talents, and after receiving a few elementary les-
sons, he quickly learned to read by his. own unaided efforts.
In the same way he learned music, in which art he became
such an adept that he compOsed a large number of tunes, some
of whlch have been highly approved by good udges. - He was

long a highly esteemed teacher of vocal music in Nev.rport,

where many resorted to his school for ;mprovement in this de-
lightful art:  One of the most extraordinary things in the his- -
tory of this man, was his ability to speak his vernacular tongue
with ease and ﬂuency at the age of thirty, when he had been

absent from his country for sixteen years, having been brought
away when only fourteen years of age.. His uncommon talents
attracted: the attention of Dr. Hopkins, and his- ardent piety

~ gained his high esteem. ‘He, therefore, marked him out as

a suitable person to be sent as a. missionary: to- Africa, and
set himself to. work to obtain his fraedom, in: which, after some
time, he was successful. But there isa circumstance connected
with his emancipation which is:so extraordinary, that.if it were

not so well authent;ca.ted we. should hesitate to mention it; ’

as to some of our readers it may probably savour too-much of

~enthusiasm. But in fact it is nothing else than an evident and
somewhat extraordinary answer to prayer.. . (mrdner was the

slave of Captain Gardner, whose name he assumed. - By the
indulgence of his master he. was allowed toJabour for his own -

| prBﬁt, in whatever scraps of time he could save from his daily
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