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Craighead, Esq., premdmg magmtrate in Lunenberg county,

Virginia. “ Mr. Craighead was'a native of the state of Dela-

ware, but in early life settled in Hanover, where he became an
elderin the church of the Rev. Samuel Davies,and an intimate

friend of that celebrated evangelical  preacher. ' During the
revolutionary war he was an ardent, active patriot, and had
the honour of suggesting ‘some measures to promote unity and

efficiency among the Americans, which were generally adopted.
He was ‘a man of sanguine temperament, strong good sense,
and warm piety. 3 - - ;

* 'The outlines of Mr. Oralghead’a plans as nearly as can be
remembered were,that emancipation should be gradual;and that
none should be sent to the new colony but such as were fitted
for colonists by some suitable preparatory education. At first
_the numbers'sent were to be small, but as the colony increased,
and as the number prepared by a smtable education were mul-
trphed the removal of them might ‘go on in a ratio. increasing

every year. Their relation to the govemment of the United

States was to be something analogous to that in which the In-
dians now stand. This plan related entirely to the slaves in

' Virginia, though equally applicable to other States. -
That the sub]ect of emanclpatmg the slaves was a matter of

serious inquiry and discussion in the State of Virginia,toward
the close. of the last century, is evident from the fact, that St.
George Tucker, one of the J udges of the Court. of Appeals,
professor of law in the College of William and Mary, and the
editor of Blackstone’s Commentaries, devised and published a

_plan for the gradual emancipation of all the slaves in the State.

And although his scheme was by few considered feasible, yet

the proposal of emancipation from such high authority created
no excitément in the country. The plan was scanned, and its
provisions discussed with as much calmness as ordmary politi-
cal measures, in which all the citizens had an interest.

It will not, after what has been said, appear surpnsmg that

the Virginia Legislature, as egrly as December 1800, should
have turned their attention to the subject of colonization, Their

immediate object, doubtless, was to get rid of the free negroes,
who were considered as not only useless members of. society,
but as exercising a' very pernicious influence on the character
of ‘the slaves, Their actiom on the subject appears to have
been'not only seeret, but extremely cautious. The resolution

!
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which they passed almoat unammouslg, was couche;l in the
following words, Viz; 2

IN THE Houn: orF D:mxm, December 31, 1800

/ G Resolved, That the Governor be requested to correspond with
/ the President of the United States on the:subject of purchasing
~ lands without the limits of this State, whither persons obnoxious

to the laws or dangerous to . the: peace of soclety may be

removed.” -

A copy from the House of Delegates. R i e
Eia WILLIAM WIRT, Clerk, H. D.
Taking this resolution by itself, we should not suppose that,
it had any reference to the free negtoes, but that it was the
object of the House to obtain a penal settlement for such per-
sons as might be convicted of high crimes or mlsdemeanours
against the laws of the State. . |
-Mr. Monroe, being then Governor of Vu'gnua, in comphance

with the foregoing resolution, addsessed the following letter to
Mr.J eﬂ'erson, then Presldent of the United States:

| | Rioamono, June 15, 1801.
Srr: l enclose you a resolutron of the General Assembly of

the Commonwealth, of the last session, by which 1t ‘is made
my duty to correspond with you on the subject of obtaining,
by purchase, lands: without the limits of this State, to which
persons obnoxious to: the laws: or dangerous to the peace of

- spcrety may be removed. ' This resolution was produced by the

conspiracy of the slaves which took place in this city and neigh-
bourhood last year, and is appllcable to' that description only.
The idea of such an aecquisition was suggested by metives of
humanity, it being intended by means theréof to provide an
alternate mode of pumshment for those described by the reso-
lution, who, under the existing law, might be doomed to suffer
death, It was deemed more humane, and, it is hoped, would

be found in practice not. less’ expedient, to transport such

oﬂ'endera beyond the limits of the State. =
It seéis to be the more.obvious intention of the Legulature,

as inferred from the resolution, to make the proposed acquisi-

tion of land in the vacant Western territory of the United
States ; but it doés not appear to me to preclude one without
the lumts of the Union. If afiendly Power would designate
aqtract of country within its jurisdiction, either on this continent
or a neighbouring island, to which we might send such persons,
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