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and turn what we intend for a blessing into a curse. No,if

they muast remain in their present situation, keep them in'the
lowest state of degradation and ignorance. ''The! nearer you
bring them to the condition of brutes the better chance do you
give them of possessing their apathy. Surely, Americans ought
to be the last people on earth to advocatesuch slavish doctrines,
to cry peace and contentment to those who are deprived of the
privileges of civil liberty. They who have so largely partaken
of its blessings, who know so well how to estimate its value,
‘ought to be the foremost to extend it to others, 2

« I will consider the practicability of colonization under three
heads: The' territory—the expense —and the probability of
obtaining their consent. . i -

1, The territory. Various plans have been mentioned by
‘different persons. A situation within our own territory would
certainly ‘possess some considerable advantage. It would be
more immediately under the eye and control of our own
government. But there are some real and some apprehended
evils to encounter. 'Many apprehend that they might hereafter
join the Indians, or the nations bordering on our frontiers in
case of war, if they were placed so near us—that the colony
would become the asylum of fugitives and runaway slaves.
- Added to these difficulties there are inveterate prejudices against
such a plan in so large a portion of the country, which would
be impossible to overcome or remove. ' Upon mature reflection,
‘with all the light that has yet been shed upon the subject; I

believe it will be found that Africa will be liable to the fewest

objections. A territory might, no doubt, be, procured there;
the climate is best adapted to their constitutions, and they could
live cheaper. But, Mr. Chairman, I have a greater and nobler
‘object in view in desiring them to be placed in Africa, Itis

‘the belief that through them civilization and the Christian reli-

gioh would be introduced into that benighted quarter of the
world. Itis the hope of redeeming many millions of people
from the lowest state of superstition and ignorance, and re-
‘'storing them to the knowledge and worship of the true God.
‘Great and powerful as are the other motives to this measure,
(and I acknowledge them to be of sufficient magnitude to
“attract the attention and to call forth the united efforts of this
nation,) in my opinion, and you will find it the opinion of a
large class of the community, all other motives are small and
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trifling compared with the hope of spreading among them the

knowledge of the gospel. Krom the importance of this view
of the subject permit me to enlarge a little upon it. Whatever
may be the difference of opinion among the different denomina-
tions of Christians, I believe they will all be found to unite in
the belief that the Scriptures predict a time when the gospel of
Jesus Christ shall'be spread over every part of the world; shall
be acknowledged by every nation, and perhaps shall influence
every heart. The opinion is, perhaps, as general, that this
glorious and happy day is near at hand. The great movements
and mighty efforts in the moral and' religions world seem to
indicate some great design of Providence on the eve of accom-
plishment. The unexampled and astonishing success attending
the various and numerous plans which have been devised and
which are now in operation in different parts of the world, and
the union and harmony with which Christians of different
denominations unite in promoting these plans, clearly indicate
a divine hand in their direction. Nay, sir,the subject on which
we are now deliberating has been brought to public view
nearly at the same time in different parts of our country. In
New Jersey, New York, Indiana, Tennessee, Virginia, and
perhaps other places not known to me, the public attention
seems to have been awakened as from a slumber to this sub-
ject. The belief that I have mentioned, leads Christians to look
with anxious solicitude and joyful hope to every movement
which they believe to be instrumental in accomplishing the
great designs of Providence. They will receive your proposal
with joy, and support it with zeal; and permit me to say, that
it will be of no small consequence to gain the zealous support
and cooperation of this portion of the community.

«On the subject of expense I should hope there would not be
mnch difference of opinion. All are interested, though some
portions of the community are more.immediately so than others.
We should consider that what affects a part of our country is
interesting to the whole. Besides, it is a great national object,
and ought to be supported by a national purse. And,as has
been justly observed by the honourable gentleman in the chair, '
there ought to be a national atonement for the wrongs and
injuries which Africa has suffered. For although the State

- Legislatures commenced early after our independence*to put a

stop to the slave trade, and the National Government interfered.
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