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port emigrants from the United States to the colony. Can a
nobler service, in time of peace, be performed by the National
flag than that of transporting under its stars and stripes to the
land of their ‘ancestors, the sons of injured Africa, there to
enjoy the blessings of our pure religion and a real hberty? It
can employ the colony as the best and most efficacious instru-
ment of suppressing the infamous slave trade.

“ Any of the States may apply, in their proper spheres, the
powers which they possess and the means at their command.
They may remove restraints upon emancipation, imposed from
a painful conviction that slavery, with all its undisputed ills,
was better than manumission without removal. Such of them
as can, safely and justly, may abolish slavery and follow the

example of Pennsylvania, New York, and other States. Any |

of them can contribute some pecuniary aid to the object. And
if an enlargement of the constitutional powers of the General
Government be necessary and expedient, they are competent to
grant it,

“] have thus, gentlemen, presented a faint and imperfect
sketch of what was contemplated by the American Coloniza-

tion Society,to which you form an auxiliary, of what it has

done, and of what the principle of African Colonization, which
it has successfully illustrated, is susceptible, with due encou-
ragement, and adequdate means, in the hands of competent
authority. We ought not to be disheartened by the little which
has been accomplished, in the brief space of thirteen years
during which it has existed, or the magnitude and difficulties of
the splendid undertaking which lies before us. In the execu-
tion of those vast schemes which affect the condition and happi-
ness of large portions of the habitable globe, time is necessary,
which may appear to us mortals of long duration, but which in
the eyes. of Providence, or in comparison with the periods of
national existence, is short and fleeting. How long was it
after Romulus and Remus laid the scanty foundations of their
little state in the contracted limits of the peninsula of Italy,
before Imperial Rome burst forth, in all her astonishing splen-
dour, the acknowledged mistress of the world! Ages passed
away before Carthage and other colonies, in ancient times,
shone out in all their commercial and military glory. Several
centuries have now elapsed since our forefathers first began,
in the morasses of James river and on the Rock of Plymouth, the
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work of founding this Republic, yet in its infancy. Eighteen
hundred years have rolled over since the Son of God, our blessed
Redeemer, offered himself, on Mount Calvary, a voluntary
sacrifice for the salvation of our species; and more than half
of mankind continue to deny his divine mission and the truth
of his sacred word.

“We may boldly challenge the annals of human nature for

 the record of any human plan, for the melioration of the con-

dition. or advancement of the happiness of our race, which
promised more unmixed good, or more comprehensive benefi-
cence, than that of African colonization, if carried into full
execution. Its benevolent purpose is not limited by the con-
fines of one continent, nor to the prosperity of a solitary race, .
but embraces two of the largest quarters of the earth, and the
peace and happiness of both of the descriptions of their present
inhabitants, with the countless millions of their posterity who
are to succeed. It appeals for aid and support to the friends of
liberty here and every where. The colonists,reared in the bosom
of this republic, with a perfect knowledge of all the blessings
which freedom imparts, although they have not always been
able themselves to share them, will carry a recollection of 1t to
Africa, plant it there, and spread it over her boundless territory.
And may we not indulge the hope, that in a period of time not
surpassing in duration that of our own colonial and national
existence, we shall behold a confederation of republican States,

~ on the western shores of ‘Africa, like our own, with their Con-

gress and annual Legislatures thundering Torth in behalf of the
rights of man, and making tyrants tremble on their thrones?
It appeals for aid and support to the friends of civilization
throughout the world. Africa, although a portion of it was
among the first to emerge from barbarism, is now greatly in
the rear of all the continents, in knowledge, and in the arts and
sciences. America owes to the old world a debt of gratitude
for the possession of them. Can she discharge it in any more
suitable manner, than that of transplanting them on a part of
its own soil, by means of its own sons, whose ancestors were
torn by fraud and violence from their native home, and thrown
here into bondage? It powerfully appeals for support to pa-
triotism and humanity. If we were to invoke the greatest
blessing on earth, which Heaven, in its mercy, could now be-

stow on this nation, it would be the separation of the two most
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