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numerous races of its population, and their comfortable estab-

lishment in distinct and distant countries. To say nothing of

the greatest difficulty in the formation of our present happy
Constitution; which arose out of this mixed condition of our
people, nothing of the distracting Missouri question, which was
so threatening; nothing of others, springing from the same
fruitful source, which yet agitate us, who can contemplate the
- future without the most awful apprehensions? Who, if this
promiscuous residence of whites and blacks, of freemen and
slaves, is for ever to continue, can imagine the servile wars,

the carnage and the crimes, which will be its probable conse-

quences, without shuddering with horror? It finally appeals
emphatically for aid and support to the reverend clergy, and
sincere professors of our holy religion. If the project did not
look beyond the happiness of the two races now in America, it
would be entitled to their warmest encouragement. If it were
confined to the removal only of the free coloured population, it
would deserve all their patronage. Within those restrictions,
how greatly would it not contribute to promote the cause of
virtue and morality, and consequently religion! But it presents
a much more extensive field—a field only limited by the con-
fines of one of the largest quarters of the habitable globe —for
religious and benevolent exertion. Throughout the entire ex-
istence of Christianity, it has been a favourite object of its ar-
dent disciples and pious professors, to diffuse its blessings by
converting the heathen. This duty is enjoined by its own sa-
cred precepts, and prompted by considerations of humanity.
All Christendom is more or less employed on this object, at this
moment, in some part or other of the earth. But it must, in
candour, be owned, that hitherto, missionary efforts have not
had a success corresponding, in extent, with the piety and be-
nevolence of their aim,or with the amount of the means which
have been applied. Some new and more efficacious mode of
accomplishing the beneficent purpose must be devised, which
by concentrating energies and endeavours,; and avoiding loss in
their diffuse and uncombined application, shall ensure the at-

tainment of more cheering results. The American Colonization

Society presents itself to' the religious world, as uniting those
great advantages. Almost all Africa is in a state of the deepest
ignorance and barbarism, and addicted to idolatry and super-
stition. - It is destitute of the blessings both of Christianity and
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~civilization. The society is an instrument, which, under the

guidance of Providence, with public assistance, is competent to
spread the lights of both, throughout its vast dominions. And
the means are as simple as the end is grand and magnificent.
They are to deviate from the practice of previous missionary
Institutions, and employ as agents some of the very brethren of
the heathen sought to be converted, and brought within the pale
of civilization. The society proposes to send, not one or two
pious members of Christianity into a foreign land, among
a different, and perhaps a suspicious race, of another com-
plexion, but to transport annually, for an indefinite number of
years, in one view of its scheme, six thousand, in another, fifty-
six thousand missionaries, of the descendants of Africa itself,
with the same interests, sympathies, and constitutions of the
natives, to communicate the benefits of our religion and of the
arts. And this colony of missionaries is to operate, not alone
by preaching the doctrines of truth and of revelation, which,
however delightful to the ears of the faithful and intelligent,
are not always comprehended by untutored savages, but also
by works of ocular demonstration. It will open forests, build
towns, erect temples of public worship, and practically exhibit
to the native sons of Africa, the beautiful moral spectacle, and
the superior advantages, of our religious and social systems.
In this unexdggerated view of the subject, the colony,compared
with other missionary plans, presents the force and grandeur of
a noble steamer majestically ascending, and with ease subdu-
ing, the current of the Mississippi, in comparison with the
feeble and tottering canoe, moving slowly among the reeds
that fringe its shores. It holds up the image of the resistless

power of the Mississippi.itself, rushing from the summits of the

Rocky Mountains, and marking its deep and broad and rapid
course through the heart of this continent, thousands of miles,
to the Gulf of Mexico, in comparison with that of an obscure
rivulet, winding its undiscernible way through dark and dense
forests or luxuriant prairies, in' which it is quickly and for ever
lost. | - 2 |
“ Gentlemen of the Colonization Society of Kentucky ! not
one word need be added, in conclusion, to animate your perse-
verance, or to stimulate your labours, in the humane cause
which you have deliberately espoused. We have reason to
believe that we have been hitherto favoured, and shall continue
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