6 LEGAL FORMS AND PRINCIPLES.

Person.

21. Any of the acts mentioned in the last section may be
justifiyed 1f done 1n self defence, or in the exercise of the lawful
authority of a parent over a child, a guardian over a ward, a
master or mistress over an apprentice, a public officer over a
person in his custody for the purpose of being compelled to work,
or of any other lawful authority; provided, that the degree of
violence used, 13 not more than a jury shall deem proper and
reasonable under all the circumstances of the case.

22. Injuries to the reputation may be committed by defama-
tion, or by commeneing a malicious action, guit, or prosecution, or
other proceeding. s ~_

23, - Defamation is an' injury offered to the reputation of
another, by an allegation which is not true. Defamation may be

made verbally, or by signs, which is ealled slander, or by writing
or painting, which is called libel.
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